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Police  Conunission  Subcommittee  Meets  in  Valley 


i^si^don  i&iey  residents  expressed  their  opinions  dunng  a  fbSce  Qxrvnssion  SubcommiUEe  meeting  on  Nov.  1. 


bif  Betty  Parsfmll 

The  Police  Commission's  Sub- 
committee on  Violent  Crime 
came  to  the  Visitacion  Valley 
Community  Center  on  Nov,  1  to 
hear  people  talk  about  their 
concerns  and  gather  sugges- 
tions for  improving  safety  in 
the  neighborhood. 

The  meeting  was  chaired  by 
Commissioner  Theresa  Sparks 
and  also  included  commission 
members  Dr.  joe  Marshall  and 
Petra  De  Jesus.  Sparks  opened  the 
meeting  by  saying  that  the  com- 
mittee has  been  holding  commu- 
nity meetings  without  police  pres- 
ence to  help  people  be  frank  shou  Id 
they  have  complaints  about  po- 
lice officers. 

She  emphasized  that  the  com- 
mittee wants  community  input 
to  assist  in  developing  policies 
within  the  police  department. 
Dr.  Marshall  added  that  the 
committee  is  working  with  a 
new  process  in  which  it  seeks 
public  comment  and  then  meets 
with  captains  to  bring  about 
ways  to  address  concerns  and 
develop  new  ways  of  resolving 
troubling  situations. 

The  public  was  urged  to  share 
comments,  criticisms,  problems. 


and  especially  suggestions  and 
ideas  for  possible  solutions.  The 
comments  from  those  attending 
were  varied  and  heart-felt 

"Racial  and  ethnic  division  is  a 
reality  we  must  address." 

"We  need  to  heal,  and  to  acknowl- 
edge our  similarities  in  order  to 
move  forward,  leaving  the  per- 
ceived divisions  behind." 

"Regtirding  'black  op  black'  crime, 
our  young  people  need  a  lot  more 
attention  and  help  in  realizing  their 
own  worth;  they  must  respect 
themselves  first  in  order  to  have 
respect  for  others,  and  the  commu- 
nity must  try  to  bring  this  about," 

More  than  one  person  addr\.*ssed 
the  fact  that  police-community  re- 
lations are  not  good  in  this  neigh- 
borhood, giving  examples  of  inci- 
dents in  which  officers'  t)ehavtor 
contributed  to  anger  and  resent- 
ment. There  is  very  strong  feeling 
that  although  there  are  other 
gcings  in  the  Valley,  the  police  fo- 
cus on  African-American  gangs 
—  and  males  in  general  —  and 
unless  this  police  behavior  can  be 
addressed  any  improvements 
will  be  hard  to  realize. 

Representatives  of  some  of  the 
CBOs  (community  based  organi- 
zations) in  the  Valley  spoke.  There 


were  then  requests  from  some 
folks  that  there  be  more  account- 
ability for  the  funds  being  spent 
and  more  information  about 
what  is  being  accomplished. 

More  than  one  person  spoke  of 
the  need  for  visible  police 
presence:  "histead  of  having 
donuts  and  coffee  at  Sunnydale 
and  Bayshore,  could  the  officers 
visit  the  coffee  shops  on  Leland 
Avenue?" 

And  several  people  also  sug- 
gested having  designated  safe 
places  in  the  Valley  where  people 
could  report  crimes,  such  as  the 
John  King  Center,  the  Village  and 
the  Community-  Centers:  "It  is  a 
hardship  for  many  to  get  to  a  sta- 
tion to  make  a  report,  and  very 
difficult  for  non- English  speak- 
ing persons  to  know  how  to 
make  a  report,  and  where.  More 
multi-lingual  information  ser- 
vices are  needed." 

Here,  chairperson  Sparks  spoke 
about  the  recent  31 1  phone  num- 
ber that  people  can  use  to  get  in- 
formation about  all  dty  services, 
and  added  the  rather  amazing 
fact  that  it  is  offered  in  47  lan- 
guages. She  asked  the  community 
to  help  in  verifying  that  this  ser- 
vice is  working.  seepages 


S  J.  Releases  First  Economic  Development  Strategy  Report 


Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  on  Nov. 
9  announced  the  release  of  the  first 
ever  citywide  economic  develop- 
ment plan  for  San  Francisco.  Titled 
"Sustaining  Our  Property:  The 
San  Francisco  Economic  Strat- 
egy", the  plan  contains  a  review 
of  San  Francisco's  recent  economic 
performeince,  identifies  those  in- 
dustries that  drive  the  local 
economy  and  outlines  goals  and 
strategies  for  achieving  economic 
success  in  San  Francisco. 

"Local  government  can  have  a 
positive  influence  on  San 
Francisco's  economic  competitive- 
ness, in  areas  from  small  business 
and  workforce  development,  to 


iT\frastructure  and  the  cost  of  do- 
ing business,"  said  Mayor 
Newsom.  "The  supports  we  pro- 
vide must  be  tailored  to  the  needs 
of  the  industries  that  power  our 
economy.  Our  local  economic 
strategy  is  less  a  matter  of  picking 
winners,  and  more  about  know- 
ing our  customers." 

Specific  goals  of  the  Strategy  in- 
clude: creating  good  jobs  that 
match  the  skills  and  education  of 
residents,  preserving  and  enhanc- 
ing small  business,  creating  job 
opportunities  for  disabled  and 
vulnerable  populations,  and  de- 
veloping the  City's  tax  base. 

Recommendations  in  the  report 


High  Test  Results  Again  for  WES 


Ifs  official  now  and  time  to  cel- 
ebrate! The  annual  state  STAR  test 
results  are  back  and  Visitadon  Val- 
ley Elementary  School  (VVES)  has 
reached  802  in  its  Academic  Per- 
formance Index  (API)  in  2007,  the 
mark  of  Education  Excellence. 

In  2006,  the  school  API  was  784, 
and  with  an  18  point  gain,  the 
school  over  800.  VVES  has  also  suc- 
cessfully met  all  the  mandates  of 
the  federal  No  Child  Left  Behind. 

Recognizing  VVES's  success  and 
efforts,  the  California  Business  for 
Education  Excellence  Foundation 


presented  by  the  California  De- 
partment of  Education. 

With  VVES  already  having  cel- 
ebrated its  achievement  with  a 
school  wide  ice  cream  party  do- 
nated by  Double  Rainbow,  Princi- 
pal Vincent  Chao,  who  has  yet 
again  lost  his  challenge  with  the 
students  —  three  years  in  a  row 
now  —  will  have  to  come  to  work 
in  a  down  suit  this  time!  Prindpal 
Chao  said  that  he  plans  to  keep  his 
"prortuse"  to  be  a  down  for  a  day, 
and  challenged  his  students  to  hit 
API  820  in  Spring  2008. 


Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  on  Oct.  29 
delivered  the  final  State  of  the  Qty 
address  of  his  first  term,  "Progress 
by  the  Numbers,"  at  UCSF's  Mission 
Bay  campus. 

Newsom's  speech,  delivered 
with  the  aid  of  Power  Point,  used 
charts  and  graphs  to  illustrate  the 
progress  that  San  Francisco  has 
made  since  he  took  office. 

"These  numt)ers  tell  a  powerful 
story,"  said  Newsom.  "San  Fran- 
cisco is  making  progress  in  almost 
every  area." 

Newsom  dted  progress  in  sev- 
eral key  areas: 

*77tf  Economy.  The  dty  has  built 
historic  reserves,  attracted  emerg- 
ing industries  such  as  biotech,  in- 
creased hotel  occupancy  and  SFO 
traffic,  and  reduced  unemployment 
and  office  vacandes. 

"Covemmenl  Efficienaj.  Thedt/s 
dvil  service  system  is  being  re- 
formed, city  departments  have 
been  consolidated,  and  cus- 
tomer-service programs  such  as 
311  have  been  initiated. 

Winter  Festival  Fun  at 
Valley  Beacon  Center 

Visitacion  Valley  Community 
Beacon  Center  (VVCBC)  at  450 
Raymond  Ave.  cordially  invites  the 
neighborhood  to  an  afternoon  of 
entertainment  at  the  Winter  Fam- 
ily Festival  onSatijrday,  Dec  1  from 
1 1  a  .m.  to  2  pm  at  the  Middle  Sdiool 
cafeteria  and  schoolyard. 

Featured  will  be  a  Spongebob 
jumper,  rub-off  tatoos,  face  paint- 
ing, nip-hop  performances,  basket- 
ball tournament,  free  raffie,  Tai-Chi 
demo  and  door  prizes.Bring  a  can 
food  item  for  an  additional  raffle 
ticket.  The  event  is  spx)nsored  by 
WCBC  and  Weed  &  Seed. 


focus  on  areas  such  as  working  to 
retain  existing  large  businesses 
that  provide  large  numbers  of 
middle  income  jobs,  better  sup- 
porting emerging  businesses  so 
that  they  stay  and  grow  in  San 
Francisco,  reevaluating  the  local 
business  tax  structure,  and  ex- 
panding the  tourist  experience  for 
visitors. 

"San  Frandsco  exports  knowl- 
edge-based services,  produrts,  and 
media  to  the  world,  and  we  pro- 
vide stimulating  experiences  to 
our  visitors,"  said  Newsom.  "We 
must  clearly  understand  our  role 
in  the  broader  national  and  glo- 
bal economy,  and  our  success  de- 
pends on  being  competitive  in 
these  core  activities," 

Per  the  requirement  of  Proposi- 
tion I,  which  in  2004  mandated  the 
creation  of  a  dtywide  economic  de- 
velopment plan,  the  Board  shall  re- 
view and  adopt  the  strategy  set 
forth  in  the  report.  All  legislation  in- 
troduced at  die  Board  of  Supervi- 
sors that  has  an  economic  impad 
on  the  dty  will  be  reviewed  against 
the  strategies  presented  in  the  plan 
by  the  Office  of  Economic  Analysis. 

Copies  of  the  "Sustaining  Our 
Property:  The  San  Frandsco  Eco- 
nomic Strateg/'  can  be  found  online 
at  www.sfgov.org/moewd  and  at 
www.sfeconom  icstrategy.com . 


"Infrastructure.  Due  to  record  capi- 
tal investment,  the  dt/s  streets, 
sidewalks,  parks,  and  libraries 
have  been  improved.  The  success- 
ful community  corridors  pro- 
gram, community  benefit  dis- 
tricts, and  greening  projects  have 
been  expanded. 

*Muni.  Muni's  on-time  perfor- 
mance is  improving,  the  "Next 
Muni"  system  is  fully  operational, 
and  86  hybrid  buses  have  hit  the 
streets. 

"Health  Care.  Over  3,073  people 
have  been  ervolled  in  Healttiy  San 
Frandsco,  Newsom's  universal 
health  care  program. 

"Housing.  More  than  7,981  units  of 
affordable  housing  have  been  built, 
evictions  are  down  dramatically, 
and  Newsom  has  initiated  a  $95 
million  plan,  Hope  SF,  to  rebuild 
public  housing. 

"Homelessness.  The  Newsom 
administration's  strate^es  to  end 
homelessness  have  moved  6,288 
formerly  homeless  individuals  off 
the  streets  since  2004  -  a  38.9  per- 
cent decline.  Newsom  has  also  re- 
duced the  dt/s  welfare  caseload, 
recently  doubled  the  Homeless 
Outreach  teams,  and  initiated  the 
community  justice  center,  a  court 
that  will  coruiect  low-level  offend- 
ers vinth  rehabilitative  services. 

'Public  Sa^ty.  Newsom  has  im- 
proved regional  emergency  plan- 
rung  and  added  444  police  officers 
during  his  tenure.  Serious  crime  is 
down  10  percent 

'Education  Under  Newswn,  whohas 
visited  78  out  of  the  dt/s  1 1 1  schools, 
the  city's  investment  in  schools 
has  increased  by  346  percent 

Newsom  also  discussed  the  dt/s 
recent  achievements  in  the  arts, 
youth  and  family  services,  and  the 
environment. 


Giving  Back  to  the  Community 


Cntii  Ttno 

\^s/taaon  Valley  resident  Chris  Bamett  co-owner  <^  Sterimg  Art  Service. 


by  Crezia  Tano 

Life  partners  Chris  Bamett  and 
Reinhoid  Gras  have  been 
Visitacion  Valley  residents.  In 
1 999  the  two  began  to  look  into 
buying  a  home  in  San  Francisco. 
When  Bamett  and  Gras  came  to 
Visitadon  Valley  they  immedi- 
ately fell  in  love  with  the  neigh- 
borhood and  saw  an  opportu- 
r\ity  make  a  house  into  a  home. 

Bamett,  an  Art  History  Major, 
worked  at  a  small  framing  com- 
pany. Sterling  Art.  At  the  time  it 
was  owned  and  operated  by  an- 
other family  since  1981.  Bametfs 
commitment  to  the  company  was 
obvious,  and  when  the  family  de- 
dded  to  sell  the  business,  Bamett 
was  the  first  to  jump  on  the  oppor- 
tunity to  keep  the  business  alive. 
So  in  1991  Bamett  took  ownership 
of  the  company.  And  in  1993  Gras 
joined  as  ooowner  of  the  company 

Not  only  is  the  couple  commit- 
ted to  the  company,  but  they  are 
committed  to  the  community. 
Barnelt's  involvement  in  the 
Visitadon  Valley  Citizen's  Advi- 
sory Committee  (CAC)  is  his  way 
of  ensuring  that  the  neighbor- 
hood continues  to  grow  and 
flourish.  By  attending  the  CAC 
meetings,  Chris  was  introduced 
to  WBOOM  (Visitadon  Valley 
Business  Opportunities  and 
Outreach  to  Merchants  Pro- 
gram) and  the  program's  many 
projects.  It  was  VVBOOM's 


Community  Banner  Project  that 
caught  his  attention,  and  it  was 
then  when  he  realized  how  his 
business  could  give  back  to  his 
community. 

Bamett  and  Gras  donated  time, 
services  and  materials  to 
WBOOM  by  custom  franyng  four 
sets  of  VVBOOM's  Community 
Posters.  The  total  value  of  these 
framed  sets  are  well  over  $1,000, 
but  the  value  of  the  donation  is 
priceless.  These  posters  will  be  lo- 
cated tfirou^out  the  Valley  so  be 
on  the  lookout  for  the  art  work! 
Sterling  Art 

Sterling  Art  Services  was  estab- 
lished in  1981  and  has  evolved 
into  a  significant  resource  for  in- 
dividuals engaged  in  all  manner 
of  visual  pursuits  and  profes- 
sions in  the  San  Frandsco  Bay 
Area  and  beyond.  The  company 
is  small  enough  to  offer  a  high  tevel 
of  customer  service  but  large 
enough  to  take  on  ambitious  pro- 
duction projeds, 

Sterling  is  fueled  by  a  talented 
crew  of  craftspeople  and  artists 
who  bring  their  own  experience 
and  understanding  of  materials 
and  process  to  fruition  in  a  prod- 
ud  of  which  they  can  be  proud. 
Attention  to  detail  is  expressed 
through  an  often  collaborative 
process  between  Sterling  and  the 
customer. 

For  more  information,  please 
visit  hltp://www.stea rt.com 
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Grapevine  Mailbox 


A  Credit  Card  Scam 

The  callers  do  not  ask  for  your  card 
number.  TTiey  already  have  it. 

The  soun  works  like  this:  Person 
calling  says,  "This  is  (name),  and  I'm 
calling  from  the  Security  and  Fraud 
Department  at  Visa.  My  Badge 
number  is  12460.  Your  card  has 
been  flagged  for  an  unusual  pur- 
chase pattern,  and  I'm  calling  to 
verify.  This  would  be  on  your  Visa 
card  which  was  issued  by  (name  of 
bank).  Did  you  purchase  an  Anti- 
Telemarketing  Device  for  S497.99 
from  a  marketing  company  based 
in  Arizona  ?"  Wlien  you  say  "No/' 
the  caller  continues  with,  "then  we 
will  be  issuing  a  credit  to  your  ac- 
count This  is  a  company  we  have 
been  watching  and  the  charges 
range  from  $297  to  $497,  just  under 
the  $500  purchase  pattern  that  flags 
most  cards.  Before  your  next  state- 
ment, the  credit  will  be  sent  to  (gives 
you  your  address),  is  that  correct?" 

You  say  "yes,"  The  caller  contin- 
ues, "1  will  be  starting  a  fraud  in- 
vestigation. If  you  have  any  ques- 
tions, you  should  call  the  1  -800  num- 
ber listed  on  the  back  of  your  card 
(1-800- VISA)  and  ask  for  Security. 
You  will  need  to  refer  to  this  Con- 
trol Number  The  caller  then  gives 
you  a  six-digit  number.  "Do  you 
need  me  to  read  it  again?" 

Here's  tiie  important  part  on  how 
the  scam  works.  The  caller  then  says, 
"\  need  to  verify  you  are  in  posses- 
sion of  your  card"  He'll  ask  you  to 
"turn  your  card  over  and  look  for 
some  numbers."  There  are  seven 
numbers;  the  first  four  are  part  of 
your  card  number,  the  next  three  are 
the  security  numbers  that  verify  you 
are  the  possessor  of  the  card. 

These  are  the  numbers  you  some- 
times use  to  make  Internet  purchases 
to  prove  you  ha  ve  the  card.  The  caller 
wUl  ad(  you  to  read  the  three  num- 
bers to  him.  After  you  tell  the  caller 
the  3  numbers,  he'll  say,  'That  is  cor- 
rect, I  just  needed  to  verify  that  the 
card  has  not  been  lost  or  stolen,  and 
that  you  still  have  your  card.  Do  you 
have  any  other  questicRTS?"  After  you 
say  No,  the  caller  thai  thanks  you 
and  states,  'Tton't  hesitate  to  call  back 
if  you  do",  and  hangs  up. 

You  actually  say  very  little,  and 
Ihey  never  ask  for  or  tell  you  the  Card 
number.  But  after  we  were  called  on 
Wednesday,  we  called  back  within 
20  minutes  to  ask  a  questioa  Are  we 
glad  we  did!  The  "real"  Visa  Security 
Department  told  us  it  wasa  scam  and 
in  the  last  1 5  minutes  a  new  pur  chase 
of  $497.99  was  diarged  to  our  card. 

Long  story  -  short  -  we  made  a  real 
fraud  report  and  dosed  the  Visa  ac- 
count Visa  is  reissuing  us  a  new 
number  What  the  scammers  want 
is  the  3-cligil  PIN  number  on  the  back 
of  the  caid.  Don't  give  it  to  ttiem.  In- 
stead, tell  them  you'll  call  Visa  or 
Master  card  directly  for  verification 
of  their  oonversatioa  The  real  Visa 
told  us  that  they  will  never  ask  for 
anything  on  the  card  as  they  already 
know  the  information  since  they  is- 
sued the  card!  If  you  give  the 
scammers  your  3  Digit  PEN  Num- 
ber, you  think  you're  receiving  a 
credit  However,  by  the  time  you  get 
your  statemoit  you'll  see  charges  for 
purchases  you  didn't  make,  and  by 
then  ifs  almost  too  late  and/or  more 
difficult  to  actually  file  a  fraud  report 

What  makes  this  more  remarkable 
is  that  on  Thursday,  I  got  a  call  from 
a  "jason  Richardson  of  Vlaster  Card" 
with  a  word-for-word  repeat  of  the 
Visa  scam.  This  time  I  didn't  let  him 
finisK  1  hung  up!  We  filed  a  police 
report,  as  instructed  by  Visa.  The  po- 
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lice  said  they  are  taking  several  of 
these  reports  daily!  They  al.so  urged 
us  to  tell  everybody  we  know  that 
this  scam  is  happening. 

Mountain  Watch  Gala 

San  Bruno  Mountain  Watch  will  be 
hosting  our  first  fund-raising  gala, 
"CdebrationofSanBninoMountain," 
featuring  "Buttertlies  &  Bulldozers: 
Ihe  Fig^it  for  San  Bmno  Mountain," 
on  SahJnday  Decanber  29, 2007  from 
7:30  p.m.  to  1 1  ^30  p.m.  at  the  Mission 
Blue  Community  Canter  in  Brisbane. 
Our  showing  is  an  exclusive  preview 
of  tfiis  movie  by  filmmakers  Steve  and 
Ann  Dunsky  and  Keith  and  Sam 
Moreau.  "Butterflie5&Bulld(VCTs"is 
an  independent  documentary  film 
that  telk  the  remarkable  story  of  San 
Bruno  Mountain.  As  tiie  last  intact 
fragmoi  t  of  the  Franciscan  Region,  the 
lost  landscape  of  San  Frandsco,  this 
unique  eco^'stem  supports  forms  of 
life  that  exist  no  other  place  on  Earth. 
It  is  the  largest  urban  open  space  in 
the  naticn  -  an  untiammeled  island 
in  a  sea  of  people,  a  Vkoldemess  on  the 
edge  of  the  dty.  The  filmmakers  have 
already  applied  to  various  film  festi- 
vals, including  the  prestigious  Sun 
Dance  Film  Festival  in  Colorado.  We 
wish  them  the  very  best 

To  view  a  clip  of  their  breath-taking 
movie,  please  visit  their  Web  site  at 
vAvw.butterfliesandbulldozers.oom 

Horsd'oeuvres  w/ill  be  served,  and 
we  will  have  live  music  and  a 
hosted  wine  bar  The  tax-deduct- 
ible donation  for  this  event  is  $100 
(in  advance),  125  (the  day  of  the 
event).  Sponsorships  begin  at 
$1,000.  All  proceeds  will  benefit 
SBMW,  a  non-profit  organization 
that  seeks  to  educate  the  commu- 
ruty  and  protect  the  Mountain  for 
future  generations, 

The  beautiful  Mission  Blue  Com- 
munity Center  is  located  at  475  Mis- 
sion Blue  Drive  If  you  would  like  to 
attend  our  gala,  please  call  415-467- 
6631,  or  send  an  RSVP  with  Ihe  num- 
ber of  people  attending  by  e-mail  to 
sanbrunoCamountainwa  tch.org. 

To  visit  our  Web  site  for  more  in- 
formation please  go  to  www. 
mountainwatch.org. 

To  sai^  up  for  the  San  Bnjno  Moun- 
tain Watch  newsletter.  Mission  Blue 
Sentinel  please  send  an  e-mai!  to  Kcti 
at  sanbruno(&>moun  tainwatch.org. 

We  look  forward  to  seeingour  near- 
est neighbors  from  Visitadon  Val- 
ley join  us  in  this  evming  of  year- 
end  festivity  and  educatioa 
Maryanne  Razzo 
San  Bruno  Mountain  Watch  Board 

Chinese  Healing  Scam  Alert 

The  San  Francisco  Police  Depart- 
ment is  alerting  the  Chinese  commu- 
nify  to  a  healing  scam  targeting  eld- 
eriy  Asian  females.  In  the  latest  ind- 
dent  which  occurred  on  October  17, 
three  suspects,  a  Chinese  female  and 
two  Chinese  males,  approached  the 
victim,  asking  if  she  was  sick.  After 
suspects  poured  water  into  a  teacup, 
one  of  the  male  suspects  stirred  the 
water  with  his  fin^r,  explaining  to 
the  victim  that  it  is  a  sign  of  illness  if 
the  water  changes  color  when  the 
victim  places  her  finger  in  the  water. 
When  the  victim  placed  her  finger  in 
the  water,  the  water  chan^d  color 
and  the  victim  felt  dizzy.  Apparently, 
the  suspect  introduced  a  chemical 
into  the  water  that  is  absorbed 
throu^  the  skia  causing  a  feeling  of 
dizziness.  The  suspects  then  drove 
the  victim  to  her  residence,  where 
they  obtained  $900  to  affect  a  "cure. " 

There  have  been  two  other  re- 
ported healing  scams  in  the  last  year. 
In  both  inddents,  an  Asian  female, 
45-50  years  of  age,  accompanied  by 
two  Oiinese  mdes,  approached  the 
victim,  struck  up  a  conversation,  thai 
inquired  about  the  health  of  the  vic- 
tim. The  suspects  produced  a  liquid 
used,  they  stated,  to  indicate  the 
victim's  health.  After  touching  the 
liquid,  the  victims  in  both  cases  fdt 
dizzy.  The  suspects  in  all  of  these  in- 
ddents spoke  Cantonese. 

Members  of  the  public,  espedally 
members  of  the  Chinese  commu- 
nity, should  be  aware  of  such  scams 
and  are  cautioned  about  the  un- 
known chemical  used  in  the  scam. 
For  more  information,  please  con- 
tact: Sergeant  Bobby  Cheung, 
Fraud  Section  at  553-1542. 


Well-Attended  Police 
Commission  Meeting 

Last  night,  I  was  watching  the  po- 
lice commission  regular  meeting  on 
TV  (Ch,  26)  when  they  came  to  the 
item  of  the  sulxx)mmittee  report  on 
violent  crime  meeting  held  here  in 
Visitadon  Valley  on  Nov.  1,  Our 
aimmunity  was  given  high  marks 
for  how  well-attended  and  orga- 
nized the  meeting  was.  They  had 
commented  that  this  was  exactiy 
the  type  of  information  they 
wanted  to  hear  from  the  commu- 
nity and  that  it  is  why  this  subcom- 
mittee was  formed.  They  also  said 
that  future  meetings  would  be  tele- 
vised and  that  a  transcript  would 
be  prepared  and  sent  back  to  our 
community,  the  chief  of  pwlice;  cap- 
tains of  Ingleside  and  Bayview  sta- 
tions and  other  Qty  agendes. 

They  also  reported  how  we  are 
forming  small  groups  to  address 
some  of  the  issues  we  have  here  in 
the  Valley  and  are  also  trying  to  get 
accountability  for  community- 
based  organizations  (CBOs)  that  are 
receiving  funding  for  Visitacion 
Valley.  They  said  that  we  need  more 
funding  and  would  try  to  pass  the 
word  onto  other  City  offidals. 

They  mentioned  our  concerns  for 
the  children  of  our  community  who 
have  little  recreational  facilities:  no 
gym,  no  jobs,  etc.  The  subcommit- 
tee also  spoke  about  getting  better 
publidty  about  these  meetings  out 
to  the  community  and  was  im- 
pressed that  some  people  tried  to 
flyer  the  nei^borhood.  Also,  they 
mentioned  that  the  Ingleside  station 
captain  should  have  his  monthly 
meetings  in  our  neighborhood  once 
in  a  while  to  hear  our  concerns. 

Overall,  it  was  very  positive  and 
they  seemed  surprise  of  our  diver- 
sity; organization  and  Marlene 
Tran's  survey  with  our  Chinese 
neighbors  who  voiced  the  same 
concerns  and  safety  issues  that  we 
all  face  here  in  Visitadon  Valley. 
Lifelong  resident,  Edie  Epps 

Visitadon  Valley  Greenway 

In  collaboration  with  the 
Visitadon  Valley  Greenway  Project, 
the  San  Frandsco  Recreation  and 
Park  Department  is  pleased  to 
implement  improvments  to  the 
northernmost  segment  of  the 
Visitadon  Valley  Greenway. 

The  Greenway  is  a  stiring  of  Qty- 
ovmed  parcels  stretching  from  Tioga 
Avenue  to  Leland  Avenue  for  a  vari- 
ety of  community-oriented  recre- 
ational uses.  The  overall  planning 
and  incremental  improvements 
which  have  been  in  the  making  since 
19%isnearcompletioa  Maintenance 
of  the  Greenway  has  largely  been 
through  volunteer  efforts. 

In  concept,  this  segment  of  the 
Greenway  is  designed  to  represent 
various  California  plant  commuru- 
ties  foreducational  opportunities.  Im- 
provements to  the  site  v/ill  indude. 
•A  meandering  path  complying 
with  the  wheelchair  accessibility 
requirements. 

*Viewing  platformthat  can  also 
serve  as  an  outdoor  dassroom. 

*Wood  bridges  that  cross  over  a 
dry  creek  bed. 

•Perimeter  fences  and  gates  to  se- 
cure the  park  in  the  evenings. 

Contractually,  these  improve- 
ments are  to  be  completed  in  early 
junr  2008.  However,  the  contrador 
is  striving  to  complete  the  mprove- 
ments  sooner 

For  more  information  on  the  im- 
provements, please  call  the  Recre- 
ation and  Park  Department  at  (41 5) 
581-2541.  To  volunteer  or  to  stay  in 
touch  with  the  program  develop- 
ment for  the  Greenway,  please  call 
(415)  46&0639. 

Questions  and  Concerns 
To  the  Police  Commission 

Hi  Commissioners: 

Thank  you.  President  Sparks  and 
Commissioners  Marshall,  Dejesus 
and  Veronese  for  your  presence  at 
our  Visitadon  VaUey  Community 
Center  tonight  (Nov.  1, 2007). 

Being  a  teacher  of  immigrant 
adults(  and  recently  retired  from  35 
years  of  teaching  newly-arrived, 
immigrant  children  in  San  Fran- 
dsco), I  understand  some  of  their 


their  reluctance  to  speak  in  public 
on  police  matters.  You  must  have 
noticed  that  no  Asian  spoke  up  in 
your  presence  even  though  there 
was  a  translator  present  and,  tfiey 
constituted  half  of  the  residents 
there.  Why?  Besides  langua^  and 
cultijral  barriers,  there  was  sensi- 
tivity to  radal  issues  (because  their 
perpeti-alors  may  be  of  another  eth- 
nic group),  political  repressions 
from  their  ft>rmcr  countries,  the 
Asian  question  of  "saving  face,"  tiieir 
unfamiliarity  with  American  sod- 
ety  etc..  For  tiiis  reason,  I  provided 
our  ESL  students  with  a  simple  in- 
put for  them  to  fill  out  anonymously 
before  the  Police  Commissioners 
meeting. 

The  following  are  the  questions 
and  concerns; 

1.  Are  S.F.  police  reports  only  in 
Engli^?  If  so,  crime  victims  cannot 
read  the  content  (Personally,  I  have 
assisted  some  monolingual  crime 
victims  in  the  past.  Most  felt  that 
law  oiforcement  had  not  provided 
them  with  much  assistance  so  they 
lose  trust  in  this  department.  For 
example,  a  few  years  ago,  the  Vic- 
tims Assistance  Program  provided 
a  a  Spanish-speaking  translator  for 
a  Mandarin-speaking  victim.  Actu- 
ally, Christina  Wong  from  Chinese 
for  Affirmative  Action  was  in- 
volved in  this  case,  too.  In  another 
battery  case  against  my  Chinese 
ESL  students,  had  their  whole  case 
so  bungled  by  the  very  department 
that  was  supposed  to  assist  them, 
that  this  couple  felt  they  were  vic- 
timized twice! 

2.  Is  the  SFPD  web  site  only  in  En- 
glish?(If90,  it  may  violate  ourQt/s 
Equal  Language  Access  Ordinance. 
Obviously,  it  is  impossisble  to  have 
translations  in  all  languages,  but 
start  with  the  majority  languages 
first) 

3.  Hire  more  bilingual  police  offic- 
ers. Why  are  there  so  many  more 
police  officers  in  Hong  Kong  and  so 
very  few  in  San  Frandsco?  If  fund- 
ing is  a  problem,  then  hire  lower 
wage  bilingual  derks  (like  parale- 
gal) and  train  them  to  briclge  the 
con\munication  gaps  to  take  reports 
from  our  diverse  population.  It  is 
understandable  that  bilingual  law 
enforcement  recruits  are  difficult  to 
hire,  so  this  can  be  a  viable  solution 
to  it 

4.  The  Southeast  Sector  has  been 
plagued  by  violent  crimes.  So,  why 
not  work  on  long  term  solutions  to 
help  our  youth  ?  The  current "  band- , 
aid"  treatment  will  continue  to 
cause  community  turmoil.  Actu- 
ally, one  of  the  most  successful  ways 
to  help  them  is  to  build  learning  cen- 
ters in  low  income  areas  where  par- 
oits/guardians  get  paid  if  they  also 
attend  .  The  adtJts  can  leam  v^nth 
their  children,  gel  better  parental 
skills*  upgrade  themselves  with 
course  work  etc.  Representatives 
from  youth  and  our  diverse  popu- 
lation urge  for  more  recreation 
centers,too.  The  Southeast  Sector 
has  too  many  youth  but  little  recre- 
ation and  learning  opportunities  for 
them.  How  about  working  with  the 
mega  developer,  Lennar,  to  seek 
some  funds  from  their  $1+  billion 
housing  development  in  the  South- 
east sector?  Ms.  Tiffany  Bohee,  is 
our  Gt/s  liason  for  this  vast  project 

5.  Install  more  surveillance  cam- 
eras in  trouble  spots  i.e.  7-11  Store, 
Calfrain's  Bayshore  station,  around 
trouble  spots  of  our  cunsit  hous- 
ing developments,  schools,  our  se- 
nior and  community  centers  and 
other  hi^  crime  locations . 

6.  There  ^ould  be  more  police  on 
Muni  espedally  for  some  troubled 
lines.  Teach  the  drivers  to  be  more 
effective  when  crimes  occur.  A  ma- 
jority of  assults  are  undemeported 
because  victims  are  so  busy  fend- 
ing for  themselves  to  notice  the  bus 
reporting  information  needed. 

7.  Increase  pwlioe  foot  patrol  in  the 
Southeast  sector. 

8.  Our  community  needs  "a  kiosk" 
on  Leland  Avenue  that  is  staffed 
with  multilingual  officers.  Better 
still,  since  the  7-11  Store  on 
Bayshore/Arleta  has  been  an  ongo- 
ing trouble  spot  for  our  residents, 
why  not  impose  eminent  domain 
on  this  site  and  replace  it  with  a 


police  center  to  benefit  our  commu- 
nity? 

9.  Ingleside  Prednct  should  not  be 
the  main  monthly  police  meeting 
location  because  it  is  not  accessible 
to  most  residents.  The  captain 
should  arrange  for  meetings  at  the 
Visitadon  Valley  Community  on 
Friday  evenings  (because  there  are 
ESLdasses  there  Monday  to  Ihurs- 
day  everungs).  This  isa  friendly  and 
accessible  site  for  all  people  —  busy 
merchants  and  residents. 

10.  Most  people  (espezially  the 
monolingual  residents)  don't  know 
how  to  do  police  reports.  This  pro- 
cess can  be  taught  in  the  monthly 
police  meetings.  (Marlene  Tran  had 
helped  former  Captain  Bruce  with 
a  simple  bilingual  write-up  to  en- 
courage residents  to  make  reports.) 

11.  Increase  police  sensitivity 
training.  One  former  ESL  student 
reported  of  a  misunderstanding 
with  the  police  that  caused  her 
weeks  of  nightmares. 

1 2.  The  case  reporting  slips  of  pa- 
per gjven  by  police  to  victims  are 
Engfish-onl  y  There  is  usu  ally  no  po- 
lice follow-ups  after  crime  report- 
ing. Why? 

13.  Most  crime  victims  are  not 
aware  of  the  police  call  priority  is- 
sues, so  it  is  very  exasperating  for 
them  to  wait  It  is  a  known,  and  un- 
fortunate, fador  that  few  Asians  seek 
police  help  because  they  feel  there  are 
no  results  from  reporting.  Some  lim- 
ited-English-speaking drivers  who 
sought  hdp  for  minor  car  acddents 
were  told  by  police  to  deal  with  it 
themsdves,  making  than  even  more 
hdpless  and  prone  to  scams. 

14.  OurlOO-plus  evening  stijdents 
at  50-66  Raymond  Avenue  need 
Monday  through  Thursday 
evening  patrols  for  our  ESL  classes 
from  6:15  to  8:15  p.m.  around  the 
Visitadon  Valley  Community  Cen- 
ter, and  an  induded  patrol  at  the 
Visitacion  Valley  Beacon  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  from  6 
to  8  p.m.  Since  the  shooting  of  Mr. 
Yam  in  late  August  about  half-a- 
block  from  our  classes,  our  evoiing 
attendance  has  dwindled  to  less 
than  one-third! 

15.  The  current  legal  definition  of 
'hate  crime"  is  very  undear.  For  ex- 
ample, if  a  totally  unprovoked  crime 
is  perpetrated  against  a  non-English 
speaking  victim  and  angry  rad^  re- 
marks accompamied  the  assault, 
how  does  the  law  treat  this  case? 
Students  have  reported  to  their 
teachers  that  they  have  been  sur- 
rounded by  very  young  perpetra- 
tors with  robbery  intent.  The  help- 
less victims  were  afraid  to  fight  off 
the  kids  for  fear  that  this  would  es- 
calate into  racial  issues. 

16.  It  is  cost-effective  and  and  an 
ongoing  goodwill  gesture  to  bridge 
communication  and  trust  particu- 
larly with  newer  immigrants  for 
SFPD  to  produce  a  series  of  crime 
prevention  and  intervention  video 
series  that  can  be  dubbed  into  dif- 
ferent languages  for  public  broad- 
cast in  the  ethnic  media  (and  on 
loan  to  other  dties).  For  example, 
recommend  the  use  of  a  cheap, 
crime  deterrant  by  installing  mo- 
tion-detected lighting  in  their 
buildings. 

17.  Cellular  phone  companies 
should  inform  subscribers  only  in 
San  Frandsco  that  for  expediency 
in  an  emergency,  they  should  call 
553-8090.  The  91 1  is  for  regular 
phone  lines.  Several  years  ago, 
Marlene  Tran  inadvertantiy  found 
out  when  her  cellular  call  of  ff91 1 
was  rerouted  to  Vallejo  City 
thereby  delaying  the  arrest  of  four 
youths  who  were  slugging  residents 
along  Raymond  &  Leland  Avenues. 

1 8.  One  of  the  most  important  rea- 
sons victims  are  afraid  to  contad 
law  enforcement  is  the  fear  of  retali- 
atioa  What  can  SFPD  do  to  make 
victims  more  responsive? 

19.  All  the  City  Commissioners 
meetings  are  conduded  in  English 
for  broadcast  so  non-English  resi- 
dents are  completely  in  the  dark 
about  many,  government  issues. 
If  there  are  sign  language  inter- 
preters and  access  for  handi- 
capped residents,  why  is  the  lan- 
guage need  of  so  many  residents 
not  induded?  ''^  J 
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20.  Increase  street  lighting  in 
trouble  spots  and  also  along  the  main 
road  of  McLanan  Park.  In  the  past, 
theGt/s  lighting  representative,  Dee 
Lemmoa  was  very  responsive  to  in- 
crease lifting  on  Leiand  Avenue 
and  a  few  identified  streets,  Of 
course,  well-lit  areas  will  deter  crimi- 
nal elements  Please  have  the  Gt/s 
lighting  department  check  over  our 
under-lit  areas. 

2 1 .  Someelderly  and  jobless  immi- 
grants have  subsisted  on  picking  up 
recyclables  from  our  residents'  Hns. 
How  can  SFPD/  DPW/  Sunset  Scav- 
enger work  toother  to  post  trilin- 
gual flyers  to  warn  them  of  the  pos- 
sible legal  consequences?  As  a  Gti- 
zenship  instructor  for  25  years,  I 
know  it  would  be  detrimental  to 
them  when  they  have  to  list  these 
legal  infractions  in  thdr  application 
forms  for  American  dtizendiip. 

72.  After  my  27  year-old  ESL  stu- 
dent died  needlessly  in  2004  (tiecause 
her  new  husband  did  not  know  En- 
glish to  call  the  emergency  depart- 
ment then) ,  I  decided  to  honor  her 
memory  by  inviting  the  Emergency 
Department  to  our  evening  students 
to  hear  their  language  hardship.  Of 
couree,  our  current  emergency  and 
non-emergency  contacts  are  in  three 
languages,  but  still,  a  lot  of  residents 
don't  know  about  it 

23.  Recently,  to  better  inform  our 
studCTits,  I  had  also  invited  Marga- 
ret Tseng  to  talk  to  our  classes  about 
the  100-plus  language  accessible 
311  program.  How  can  SFPD  tap 
into  this  program  to  hel  p  our  diverse 
residents? 

24.  Last  but  not  the  least  impor- 
tant, is  for  our  Mayor,  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors, and  all  City  Commission- 
ers and  Departments  to  introduce 
legisbtion  for  the  total  ban  of  the  sale 
of  weapons  in  San  Francisco.  In 
memory  of  the  innocent  gun 
victims,only  law  enforcement  can 
possess  these  weapons  in  future- 

We  are  very  grateful  for  your  pres- 
ence in  our  community  and  for  your 
genuine  interests  in  our  input  to  tfie 
Commissioners  and  SFPD.  Hope- 
fully, viith  your  leadership,  there  will 
be  more  positive  changes  for  all  resi- 
dents in  our  great  Gty. 
Gratefully,  Non- and  limited- English 
^?eaking  residents  and  Marlene  Tran 

Captain  Denis  O'Leanjofln^U'side  Sta- 
tion resporuied  to  the  letter  sent  to  tiie  Po- 
liceConmassion. 
Marlene: 

I  received  a  copy  of  your  email  to 
the  Police  Commissioners. 

There  are  some  things  that  I  can  do 
immediately: 

•Request  more  bilingual  officers  for 
Ingleside  Station  (my  first  request  was 
submitted  at  the  end  of  October). 

■•Support  the  current  youth  pro- 
grams in  Visitadon  Valley. 

*Request  more  surveillance  cam- 
eras fiar  Visitadon  Valley. 

"Direct  Ingleside  Station  officers  to 
conduct  their  MUNI  inspections  in 
Visitadon  Valley 

"Start  monthly  community  meet- 
ings on  Fridays  in  Visitadon  Valley 

*Use  those  meetings  to  address  resi- 
dents' concerns  (police  procedures, 
police  reports,  dispatcher  proce- 
dures, fire  procedures,  cell  phone 
numbers). 

*Use  roll  call  training  at  In^eside 
Station  to  increase  police  sensitiv- 
ity to  other  cultures  and  to  others' 
fear  of  retaliation. 

•Direct  Ingleside  officers  to  carry 
multi-lingual  follow-up  slips. 

•Increase  passing  calls  at  50-66 
Raymond  Avenueduring  evenings. 

•Work  with  PG&E,  PUC,  and 
Norcal  Waste  to  address  concerns 
about  lighting  and  recyding  theft 

1  look  forward  to  talking  v^ith  you 
about  these  matters  soon. 
Denis  F.  O'Leary  Captain 
Ingleside  Station 

Marlene  Tran's  response  to  Captain 

O'Leary/'s  letter. 

Hi  Captain  O'Leary: 

Thank  you  for  your  immediate  re- 
sponse to  our  concerns  especially  so 
soon  after  you  took  over  the  helm  of 
our  Ingleside  Prednrt! 
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Besides  making  safety  improve- 
ments in  our  community,  we  hope 
that  the  input  from  this  "silent  mi- 
nority" will  help  those  of  other  ndgji- 
borhoods  as  well. 

We  are  most  grateful  to  our  Com- 
missioners, Chief  Fong  and  all  the 
hardworking  law  enforcement  of6c- 
ers  for  improving  this  asped  of  our 
quality  of  living  in  our  communities. 
Gratefully,  Non-  and  limited- 
English  speaking  residents  and 
Marlene  Tran 

Polioe  Chief  and  Captain 
At  Asian  Community  Center 

On  Nov.  1 7,  Police  Chief  Fong  was 
warmly  welcomed  to  Visitadon 
Valley's  Asian  Pacific  American 
Community  Center  (APACC)  to 
continue  dialog  about  community 
safety  with  our  newly-fransferred 
Captain  Denis  O'Leary.She  thanked 
the  partidpants  and  also  gave  rec- 
ognition to  Police  Commissioner 
\Vonne  Lee  for  gi  vingup  part  of  their 
Saturday  to  attend  this  meeting. 

In  reference  to  Marlene  Tran's  e- 
mailing  to  the  Police  Commission- 
ers about  her  surveys  to  ESL  stu- 
dents ( that  generated  90-pIus  writ- 
ten responses),  she  was  happy  that 


Captain  O'Leary  responded  to  Ms. 
Tran  even  before  she  redireded  in- 
formation to  him.  In  the  future,  for 
the  convergence  of  merchants  and 
residents  alike,  our  new  captain  and 
Ms.  Tran  will  plan  monthly  police 
meetings  at  Visitadon  Valley  Com- 
munity Colter, 

The  attendees  were  very  im- 
pressed to  hear  our  Chief  speak  both 
in  English  and  Chinese  even  though 
Da  vid  Chan,  prc^  SA  FE  crime  spe- 
dalist,  was  there  to  assist  with  the 
translation.  She  also  brought  bilin- 
gual polioe  flyers  about  a  recent  scam 
of  Chinese  residents  and  about  the 
case  of  the  fatal  shooting  of  Mr  Yiin 
in  our  very  own  community.  Un- 
fortunately, there  is  still  no  arrest  in 
this  case  so  far 

Furthermore,  iaher  crime  pre- 
vention and  intervention  advice. 
Chief  Fong  detailed  several  situa- 
tions which  make  Asians  more 
vulnerable  as  crime  victims.  Since 
the  holiday  season  is  approaching, 
our  Chief  also  cautioned  car  own- 
ers about  the  types  of  auto  thefts 
and  break-ins. 

Afterwards,  some  people  in  the 
audience  made  comments  about 
the  lack  of  follow-up  of  their  crime 


reports.  One  young  member  asked 
why  there  has  been  little  attenhon 
to  assaults  by  youth  on  Muni,  es- 
pedally  around  school  dismissal 
time.  Captain  O'Leary  responded 
that  there  are  officers  assigned  to 
ride  Muni  as  well  And,  in  re- 
sponse to  ou r  diverse  population's 
needs,  Chief  Fong's  department 
has,  in  the  last  few  years,  actively 
hired  more  than  300  new  officers 
—  many  of  them  are  bilingual.  All 
in  all,  commimity  members  were 
grateful  that  ou  r  diief  of  police  and 
Captain  O'Leary  spent  consider- 
able time  to  dialog  with  everyone. 

Afterwards,  some  residents 
stayed  behind  to  find  out  why 
there  was  no-show  from  Super- 
visor Sophie  Maxwell  or  even  her 
assistant  although  APACC  had 
extended  an  invitation  to  her  Ms, 
Tran  also  said  that  she  has  heard 
from  many,  many  concerned  resi- 
dents how  upset  they  are  that  our 
Supervisor  and  her  aide  have  been 
conspidously  absent  in  safety  and 
other  meetings  in  Visitacion  Val- 
ley for  many  months  already.  If 
her  office  has  recently  hired  a  new 
bilingual  assistant,  why  has  he 
not  done  more  outreach  to  the  siz- 


able Chinese  residents  in  the 
southeast  sector  of  San  Frandsco? 
Regardless  of  how  busy  any  su- 
pervisor is,  she/he  must  be  ac- 
countable and  responsive  to  the 
needs  of  the  diverse  population  in 
her/his  district  on  a  continuous 
basis  —  and  not  only  before  her/ 
his  election.  All  tax  payers  want 
supervisors  to  be  answerable  to 
"government  of  the  people,  by  the 
people  and  for  the  people." 

Sitpervisor  MaxuvU  replied: 

I  want  to  thank  Marlene  Tran  for 
voicing  her  concerns  and  the  con- 
cems  of  the  constituents.  Our  goal 
is  to  be  responsive  to  the  people 
we  serve.  We  received  the  invita- 
tion via  fax  on  November  1 5th  and 
the  event  was  on  November  1 7th. 
I  was  unable  to  attend  due  to  a 
prior  speaking  engagement  that 
was  made  a  month  in  advance.  We 
are  more  than  willing  to  attend  fu- 
ture meetings.  As  the  author  and 
a  member  of  the  legislation  that 
created  the  Public  Safety  Commit- 
tee, 1  am  committed  to  the  safety 
and  the  welfare  of  my  community 
and  the  entire  dty. 
Sophie  Maxwell. 
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Architect  Unveils  Brand  New  Plan  for  Proposed  Visitacion  Valley  Branch  Library 

Staff  finom  the  San  FrandsTo  Public  i  *  i  ,  ,  ^         ^  -  » 


Staff  finom  the  San  Francisco  Public 
Library  presented  plans  at  the 

Visitadon  Valley  aubhouseon  Oct   

25  for  a  new  Brandi  Library  pro- 
posed for  the  site  at  Leland  Avenue 
and  Rutland  Street  (where  the  cur-  , 
rait  Superfair  Market  aivi  parking  T-X — 
lot  are  located). 

Andy  Maloney,  the  ardiitect  for  the 
Visitadon  Valley  Qubhouse  is  also 
aithitect  for  the  new  library.  At  the 
meeting  a  completely  new  build-  .- 
ing  design  was  unveiled  with  an 
interior  size  remaining  about  8,900 
square  feet  (froma  previous  design), 

The  library  has  also  chosen  to  uti-   

lize  the  entire  site  with  four  sepa-  i 
rale  plaza  areas.  [ 

Theexteriorhasevolved  into  what  ( 
is  best  described  as  a  Romanesque 
inspired  octagonal  dome.  The  new 
branchisscheduledtoopenin^lO.  ^ 


A  Successful  Tour  of  Gardens  in  the  Portola  District 

by  Betty  Parsfmll  tall  chairs  made  from  sturdy.    One  visitor  was  so  inspired  by 

A  tour  of  15  gardens  m  the  smooth  branch  wood,  which  the  gardens  she  visited  that  she  has 
Portola  neighborhood  on  Satur-  stand  about  ten  and  twelve  feet  begun  removal  of  a  problem  bou- 
day  Oct.  20  proved  to  be  an  in-  tall  and  are  securely  bolted  to  the  gainvillea  in  her  yard  (lots  of  prun- 
spinng  and  delighthil  event.  The  ground.  A  climb  up  the  rungs  pro-  ing  and  terrible  thorns)  and  wiU 
tour  was  sponsored  by  the  Friends  vides  a  comfortable  seat  from  replace  it  with  flowering  pear  trees 
of  the  Library  for  the  benefit  of  the  which  the  sitter  can  see  the  won-  She  also  will  replace  the  shabby 
Portola  library  fund.  derful  view  of  downtown  San  shower  bench  with  something 

The  variety  of  the  gardens  hid-  Frandsco,  the  Bay  Bridge  and  the  more  decorative  and  plans  to  ex- 
den  m  the  backyards  was  sur-  Berkeley  and  Oakland  hills,  change  a  five-gaUon  bucket  of  sand 
pnsing.Onebeautiful  garden  fea-  The  San  Francisco  School  on  with  a  proper  birdbath 
tured  a  lawn  leading  to  a  raised  Sweeny  Street  features  plants  The  Friends  of  the  Library  orea- 
paho  bordered  by  tall  shrubs  and  tended  by  the  students,  a  couple  nized  the  tour  with  help  from 
trees.  On  either  side  of  the  lawn  of  ducks  with  their  own  pond,  a  Portola  residents  While  dty  funds 
beds  were  filled  with  numerous  rabbit  hopping  through  the  tall  frombondsanddeveloperfeespay 
b  oommg  flowers,  both  perenni-  grass,  and  descriptive  signs  made  for  construction  costs  of  reno- 
als  and  annuals.  by  the  youngsters  next  to  some  of  vated  and  new  Ubraries,  the  fur- 

Another  less  formal  garden  the  plants  tended  by  students.  A  nishings,  computers  and  other  in- 
started  with  a  bncked  area  sur-  visitor  could  easily  wish  to  be  tenor  accessones  are  paid  for  by 
rounded  by  greenery.  A  brick  backinschoolif  it  meant  working  the  Friends' fund  raising  efforts 
path  led  through  a  shady  "tun-  and  playing  in  this  exciting  and  With  the  Visitacion  Valley  li- 
ne! to  open  into  another  brick  charming  garden.  brary  now  in  the  design  process 
patio  at  the  back,  also  surrounded  Martin  Luther  King  Ir.  Middle  our  neighborhood  will  be  ex- 
by  lush  green  plants.  The  ambi-  School  was  also  open  for  the  tour,  pected  to  do  our  part  Would  a 
ence  was  very  mellow,  as  the  where  shidents  learn  about  gar-  garden  tour  be  feasible  in  the  Val- 
owner  had  mcorporated  materi-  dening  from  initial  digging  to  ley?  What  other  ways  might  our 
als  salvaged  from  o  d  building  composting,  planting  and  nurtur-  community  raise  money  for  our 
sites.  Most  of  the  bncks  were  im-  ing  of  their  crops.  library?  The  Visitacion  Valley 
printed  with  company  names  At  one  home  the  original  entry  History  Project  has  dedicated 
from  long  ago  and  visitors  had  a  to  the  back  yard  was  gained  by  fundsfromitssalesof  the  Arcadia 
good  time  readmg  them.            going  down  stairs  inside  the  house,  book  and  used  book  sales  to  our 

A  big  hit  at  another  garden  was  The  owner  built  a  bridge  from  the  library  fund 
a  stunning  bougainvillea  in  a  soft  house  to  the  yard  level,  which  had     Write  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  the 
orange  or  apncot  color.  the  pleasing  effect  of  making  the  Grapevine  with  your  ideas:  by 

The  surpnses  and  delights  went  garden  an  extension  of  the  home.  emaU:  visvaUeyC^earthlink  net-  b\ 
on.  At  one  home  the  garden  de-  He  next  constructed  a  series  of  regular  mail-  Grapevine 
scends  down  a  very  sleep  grade,  small  decks  for  easy  access  and  Visitacion  Valley  Community 
A  gentiy  winding  stone  staircase  maintenance  and  had  a  great  va-  Center,  50  Raymond  Ave  San 
takes  one  past  terra^,  to  the  low-  riety  of  potted  plants  supplement-  Frandsco,  CA  94134;  or  in  person 
est  level.  There,  one  finds  two  very  ing  the  planted  areas.  50  Raymond  Ave.,  second  floor 

City  College  Recruiting  Faculty  at  December  Job  Fair 


Current  and  future  positions 
available  at  Qty  College  of  San  Fran- 
cisco will  be  highUghted  at  the 
fourth  annual  Job  Fair  Friday,  Dec.  7 
from  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  at  the  Hotel 
KabuJd,  1625  Post  SL 

Jobs  available  at  the  College  in- 
clude full-time  and  part-time  fac- 
ulty, admirustrative,  and  classified 
support  staff. 

Participants  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  meet  College  department 
representatives,  obtain  applica- 
tions and  job  announcements,  learn 
how  CCSF's  hiring  process  works 
and  get  answers  onsite  from  repre- 
sentatives of  the  College's  Human 
Resources  Department 

Recruitment  for  faculty  positions 


leading  to  tenure  includes:  Art 
(Painting/Figure  Drawing),  Busi- 
ness(Accountiing/Finanoe and  Com- 
puter Applications/Business  Law), 
Child  Development  &  Family  Stud- 
ies, Chinese  (Mandarin),  Counselor 
(intemational  Student  Counseling 
and  New  Stiadent  Counseling),  En- 
glish (Basic  Skills  and  General  En- 
^h),  En^ish asa  Second  Language, 
French,  Japanese,  Language  Center 
Assistant  Ctx)rdinator,  Librarians, 
Mathematics,  Registered  Nursing 
(Medical-Surgical),  and  Radiation 
Oncology  Technology. 

Other  opportunities  for  full-time 
and  part-time  substitutes  include 
these  departments:  Art,  Automo- 
tive^rade  Skills,  Biological  Sciences, 


Business,  Career  Development  & 
Placement  Center,  Chemistry,  Com- 
puter Networking  &  Information 
Technology,  Continuing  Student 
Counseling,  Culinary  Arts  and  Hos- 
pitality Studies,  English  as  a  Second 
Language,  Extended  Opportunit) 
Programs  &  Services,  Health  Edu- 
cation &  Community  Health  Shjd- 
ies.  Mathematics,  New  Student 
Counseling,  and  Licensed  Voca- 
tional Nursing. 

More  than  50  part-time  pool  job 
announcements  also  will  be 
available. 

For  full  details  about  the  Job  Fair, 
telephone  (41 5)  241  -2246  or  visit  the 
College's  Human  Resources  Depart- 
ment web  site  at  www.ccsf.edu/hr. 


Halloween  Frolics  at  ''Little  Vis 


students  at  Vtstaaon  Valley  Befnentary  School  (WES)  wefe  more  than 
nappy  to  show  off  their  costumes  during  Halbween  festrvitfes  in  October 


Events  in  December  at  Valley  Branch  Library 


Following  are  evCTits  in  December 
at  the  Visitacion  Valley  Branch 
Library  at  45  Leland  Ave,: 

*Dec.  4, 1 1  and  1 8,  Tuesday:  Motiief 
Goose  on  llw  Loose  with  stories  songs 
and  rhythms  for  for  babies  and 
toddlers  at  11:30  a.m. 

*Dec.  4  and  1 8,  Tuesday:  Preschool 


Storytime  for  ages  3-5  at  10:30  a.m. 
*Dec  1 1 ,  Tuesday:  Holdmj  Music  at 
10:30  a.m.  Sing  and  play  along  to 
music  of  the  season.  For  ages  3-5. 
Space  is  limited .  Call  (4 1 5)  355-2848 
for  reservations. 

"Dec.  12,  Wednesday:  Preschool 
Videos  for  ages  3-5  at  10:30  a.m. 


Bay  Area  Responds  to  Oil  Spill  with  Federal  Resources 


tn/  Speaker  Nanaj  Pelosi 

The  San  Francisco  Bay  is  one  of 
our  region's  most  precious  re- 
sources. It  is  a  point  of  pride  for 
our  city  and  essential  to  the  vital- 
ity of  the  Bay  Area.  I  have  worked 


to  it  our  priority  at  this  time  must  The  House  Transportation  and  In- 
bedeaningthespillthoroughlyand  fraslructure  Subcommittee  on 
rapidly  Federal  resources  have  Coast  Guard  and  Maritime  Trans- 
been  accessed  and  funds  secured  in  portation  is  investigating  the  spill 
order  lo  fadiitate  remediation.  The  and  held  a  field  hearing  in  San 
Bay  Area  is  fortunate  to  have  a  Con-  Francisco  last  month.  1  have  also 


Having  Safe  Toys  for  the  Holidays 


Joe  Leiand 


around  the 
neighborhood 

•Another  New  Low  for  Vis  Valley!:  The  November  6,  2007  elec- 
tion results  are  in  and  once  again  Visitadon  Valley  and  Bayview 
Hunters  Point  are  the  winners  of  the  "San  Francisco  Neighbor- 
hoods with  the  Lowest  Voter  Turnout"  prize.  Vis  Valle/s  abysmal 
28  percent  turnout  slight  edged  out  BVHP's  appalling  26  percent 
for  the  honor  of  being  dead  last.  Vis  Valley  can  still  claim  the  last 
place  prize  for  the  lowest  number  of  registered  voters  that  voted 
however.  Only  2,008  Vis  Valley  residents  took  the  time  to  flex  their 
demoaatic  muscles,  which  is  far  lower  then  BVHP's  4,061  voters. 
Our  elected  officials  ignore  many  issues,  but  they  don't  ignore  elec- 
tion results.  Neighborhoods  with  consistently  low  voter  turn  out 
means  consistently  less  political  support  for  that  neighborhood,  If 
we  don't  support  them  on  Election  Day  how  much  support  can  we 
expect  from  them  during  their  terms  in  office?  To  quote  our  re- 
elected by  a  landslide  Mayor,  "We  can  do  better!" 
•Got  Email?:  Join  the  Visilacion  Valley  Yahoo  Group  and  stay 
informed  about  all  things  Visitadon  Valley  The  thing  about  it  is 
that  it's  100%  free!  Go  to;  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ 


Valley_Eye  (There  is  an  underscore_between  Valley  and  Eye!) 


In  Celebration  of  the  Holidays! 


with  my  colleagues  in  the  Bay  gressional  Delegation  with  the  ex-  requested  that  the  Fiscal  Year  2008 
Area  Congressional  Delegation  for  perience  and  expertise  to  respond  Homeland  Security  Appropria- 
many  years  to  preserve  its  pris-  to  a  disaster  of  this  nature,  and  the  tions  bill,  which  funds  the  Coast 
tine  ea)system,  protect  its  native  delegation  is  working  together  to  en-  Guard,  include  language  iniHating 
wildlife,  and  promote  its  recre-  sure  that  the  federal,  state,  and  local  an  invesbgation  by  the  Inspector 
ational  and  commerdal  potential,  efforts  are  coordinated  and  that  ad-  General.  Congresswoman  Lyrm 
Ur\fortunately,  as  a  result  of  last  ditional  resources  are  available  as  Woolsey  of  Marin  has  also  intro- 
month's  oil  spill,  the  health  and  needed.  duced  legislation  to  improve  pro- 

beauty  of  the  Bay  has  been  com-  My  colleagues  and  I  are  working  lection  for  the  area's  marine  re- 
promised,  beaches  closed  and  together  with  the  appropriate  au-  sources  by  prohibiting  oil  and  gas 
business  slowed,  thorities  to  examine  the  causes  of  drilling  and  expanding  the  bound- 

While  there  are  many  questions  the  acddent  and  the  response  to  it  aries  of  these  natural  areas.  I  look 
left  to  be  answered  about  the  na-  in  order  to  prevent  mistakes  of  this  forward  to  working  with  her  to 
tureoftheacddenlandtheresponse  magnitude  from  being  repeated,  bring  her  bill  to  the  House  floor. 

With  the  dean-up  efforts  under- 
way, responsible  parties  must  be 

inj  Assenibhfiooman  Fiona  Ma  safety  agency,  and  yet  it  is  respon-  held  to  account  for  their  actions.  If 

CPA-Majorihj  Whip  sible  for  15,000  different  produds  the  company  is  found  to  be  at  fault 

With  the  holiday  season  around  —  from  chain  saws  to  escalators  for  the  acddent,  then  they  must  face 
the  comer  and  the  notice  of  recalls,  and  from  kitchen  appliances  to  the  consequences  and  pay  for  the  '^J^^"^  to  strive  for  unity  in  the  family, 

I  know  many  of  you  are  concerned  children's  toys.  damages.  The  Coast  Guard  must  .  As  we  look  forward  to  celebrat-  community,  nation,  and  race; 

with  toy  safety.  Billions  of  toys  are  An  even  more  disturbing  fad  is  also  be  held  accountable  for  any  de-  "^8  Christmas,  the  annual  holiday  Kujichagulia  {Self  Determination), 
sold  in  the  United  States  each  year  that  the  CPSC  has  only  one  toy  lays  in  responding  to  the  spill,  dis-  °"  December  25th  that  honors  the  to  define  ourselves  and  speak  for 
and  a  large  majority  of  them  are  tester  at  its  decrepit  Maryland  crepandes  in  reporting  the  sever-  °'  Christ,  we  look  back  ourselves;  Ujima  (Collective  Work 
sold  in  December.  We  need  to  make  laboratory,  with  only  15  of  the  400  ity  of  the  spill  to  local  officials  and  °"  the  blessmgs  of  this  year  and  and  Responsibility),  to  build  our 
sure  our  children  are  playing  with  total  staff  (down  from  a  peak  of  defidendes  in  the  Bay's  navigation  look  forward  to  the  new  year  community  together  and  solve  our 
toys  that  are  safe,  not  toxic.  On  No-  978  in  1980)  are  on  duty  fuU-time  system.  The  public  should  have  ■  „  .   .         „  community's  problems  together; 

vember  20, 1  attended  the  release  of  as  port  inspedors.  Not  only  has  confidence  that  those  responsible  ihe  word,  "Christmas,"  origi-  Ujamaa  (Cooperative  Economics), 
Trouble  in  Toyland,  the  22nd  an-  the  CPSC  failed  to  ad  on  eliminat-  will  be  held  accountable  for  their  J^^^  ^""^"^  the  Middle  English,  to  build  our  own  stores,  shops,  and 
nual  survey  of  toy  safety.  The  re-  ing  toxic  chemicals  from  toys,  but  actions  and  that  mistakes  made  in  '^Chnstemasse,"  and  Old  English,  businesses;  Nia  (Purpose),  to  build 
port  was  conduded  by  CALPIRG,  also  lead  -  which  many  of  us  response  to  disasters  of  this  kind  ^^^'"'^'^^  moesse,"  meaning,  and  develop  our  commuruty  to- 
a  nonprofit,  nonpartisan  state-  thought  was  an  issue  of  the  past,  will  not  happen  again.  "Christ's  mass."  Christmas  is  also  getherand  uplift  it  to  its  greatness; 

based  interest  advocacy  orgaruza-  This  is  why  State  action  is  needed.  As  we  continue  to  respond  to  referred  to  as  Yule,  Yule  Tide,  and  Kuumba  (Creativity),  to  labor  to- 
tion.  The  report  contains  a  num-    This  past  legislative  session,  I  this  disaster,  I  commend  all  those  ^  celebrating  Christmas,  gether  unselfishly  and  creatively  so 

ber  of  guidelines  for  those  shopping  wassuccessfulinbanningdanger-  who  have  assisted  in  the  clean-  we  share  both  religious  and  secu-  thatweleaveourcommunity  more 
for  toys  and  encourages  holiday  ous  hormone  disrupting  chemi-  up  efforts.  I  also  want  to  extend  jar  customs:  The  display  of  Nativ-  beautiful  and  vibrant  than  we  in- 
shoppers  to  make  sui^  that  the  gift  cals  known  as  phthalates  in  toys,  my  sincere  appreciation  to  the  'ty  scenes;  Christmas  trees,  lights,  herited  it;  and  Imani  (Faith),  to  be- 
you  are  buying  for  your  loved  one  As  1  continue  to  advocate  for  our  fishermen  who  lent  their  boats  to  candles,  and  decorations;  the  lieve  with  all  our  heart  in  our 
is  safe.  A  copy  of  the  report  can  be  children  and  toy  safety  next  year,  respond  to  the  spill  and  to  the  "Star  of  Christmas"  that  adorns  people,  our  parents  and  elders,  our 
found  at  calpirg.org.  I  will  work  on  legislation  to  com-  hundreds  of  volunteers  from        Christmas  tree;  the  "Three  teachers,  our  leaders,  the  purpose 

In  addition,  the  report  contains  pletely  eliminate  lead  from  toys  around  the  Bay  Area  who  have  WiseMen;"  theexchangeofChrist-  and  value  of  our  lives,  and  the 
a  number  of  alarming  findings  on  sold  here  in  California.  My  hope  is  donated  their  time  and  energy 

Iq.  mas  cards  and  Christmas  gifts  honor  of  our  endeavors.  Families 
the  long-neglected  Federal  Con-  that  this  will  send  the  Bush  Ad-  eating  and  cleaning  oiled  birds  ^^ng  friends,  family  members,  decorate  households  with  African 
sumer  Product  Safety  Commis-  minisfration  a  dear  message  that  and  assisting  with  the  clean-up  "^ighbors,  and  acquaintances;  the  objects  of  art  and  fresh  fruits,  and 
sion  (CPSC),  who  1  have  been  at  states  will  continue  to  act  if  the  on  our  beaches.  Working  together,  arrivalofSantaaaustobringgifts  people  wear  African-style  dothing. 
odds  with  over  toy  safety  issues.  CPSC  continues  to  remain  idle,  we  will  restore  the  beauty  of  the  to  the  young  children;  the  red  poin-  There  are  drumming  and  music,  a 


The  CPSC  is  the  nation's  smallest  understaffed,  and  under-funded.   Sein  Francisco  Bay. 


Police  Commission 
Subcommittee  Meets 
In  Visitadon  Valley 

From  Page  I 

A  strong  plea  was  made  to  stop 
the  gun  sales  at  the  Cow  Palace. 
Another  speaker  supported  a  dty 
plan  to  bring  ail  departments  to- 
gether to  be  involved  in  address- 
ing violent  behavior  issues,  not 
just  the  police  department. 

There  were  a  number  of  com- 
ments praising  individual  offic- 
ers who  are  Imown  to  relate  es- 
pedally  well  to  young  men  and 
to  senior  dtizens,  and  who  write 
letters  of  sympathy  to  victims' 
families. 

There  was  comment  that  police 
officers  are  people  too,  and  while 
there  are  those  who  have  nega- 
tive impacts,  many  carry  out 
their  jobs  in  a  positive  way,  and 
the  department's  rotation  prac- 
tices often  results  in  losing  offic- 
ers we  would  like  to  keep  in  the 
neighborhood. 

N^chael  Bennett  spoke  about  the 
Beacon  Weed  'n  Seed  program, 
which  has  several  components: 
projeds  in  which  police  officers 
work  with  community  people,  es- 
tablishment  of  commuruty  pa- 
trols, and  establishment  of  safe 
havens  throughout  the  Valley 

Commissioner  Sparks  spoke  l^ichael  Bennett,  Violence  Prevenbon  Coordinator  at  ttie  Visitadon  Valley 
about  several  studies  that  are  ^^^^^'^  Beacon  Center  spoke  to  the  Police  Commission  on  Nov.  1. 
currently  going  on  that  are  in-  will  be  developed  from  these  stud-  patrols  and  boundaries, 
tended  to  change  the  culture  of  ies,  and  improvements  in  all  as-     TTiis  survey  will  provide  input 
theS.F.Polioe  Department.  These  pects  of  policing  in  the  city  are  on  some  of  the  broader  questions 
include  an  evaluation  of  the  anticipated.  regarding  what's  good  and 

boundaries  of  the  police  stations.  Detailed  information  about  these  whafs  not  so  good  about  the  de- 
the  efficiency  of  foot  patrols,  studies  can  be  found  on  the  Internet  partment  and  what  respondents 
evaluation  of  the  effectiveness  of  at  www.  sfpolicereview.org.  would  like  to  see  in  the  SFPD. 
surveillance  cameras,  and  a  There  is  a  full  description  of  the  This  is  a  great  opportunity  for 
shjdy  of  the  issue  of  racially  bi-  Organizational  Assessment  un-  people  to  give  their  input  in  a 
ased  policing.  dertaken  by  the  Police  Executive  safe  and  effective  way  It  is  hoped 

A  Washington,  D.C.,  think  tank  Research  Forum  (PERF)  which  that  people  reading  this  article 
is  also  engaged  to  study  the  cul-  was  begun  in  August  2007  and  will  spread  the  word  so  that 
tureof  the  police  department,  its  will  last  for  approximately  two  Visitacion  Valley's  voice  can 
structure  and  relationship  with  years.  count  in  the  policy  changes  that 

thecommunity  of  San  Francisco.  There  is  also  a  survey  that  is  a  will  be  coming  forth  in  the  next 
Sparks  said  that  new  policies  follow-up  to  surveys  about  foot  couple  of  years. 


settia,  holly,  mistletoe,  red  amaryl-  candle-lighting  ritual,  and  a  feast 
lis,  and  Christmas  cactus;  and  the  (Karamu), 

Christmas  theme  and  prayer  of  Hannukah,  the  "Festival  of 
"May  There  BeGood  will  and  Peace  Lights,"  is  an  eight-day  Jewish  holi- 
on  Earth."  day  from  late  November  to  late 

During  this  special  Holiday  Season.  December,  It  celebrates  the  re-dedi- 
we  also  honor  and  celebrate  other  cation  of  the  Temple  in  Jerusalem 
holidays:  Kwanzaa;  Hannukah;  and  after  its  destruction  by  the  forces 
Diwali.  This  follows  the  celebration  of  Antiochus  IV,  and  the  "mirade 
in  the  fall  of  the  Islamic  holiday,  of  the  container  of  oil."  According 
"Ramadan."  to  Jewish  teachings,  at  the  re-dedi- 

Kwanzaa  is  celebrated  each  year  cation  following  the  vidory  of  the 
from  December  26  to  January  1,  to  Maccabees  over  the  Seleudd  Em- 
honor  African  American  heritage,  pire,  there  was  only  enough  conse- 
The  holiday  was  introduced  by  crated  olive  oil  to  fuel  the  etemal 
Ron  Karenga  in  California  in  1966,  flame  in  the  Temple  for  one  day  Mi- 
The  word,  "Kwanzaa,"  is  derived  raculously  the  oil  burned  for  eig^it 
from  theSwahili  phrase,  "matunda  days,  the  typical  length  of  time  to 
ya  kwanza,"  which  means,  "first  press,  prepare,  and  consecrate  ol- 
fruits."  ive  oil.  We  celebrate  Hannukah 

Seven  prindples  are  celebrated  with  the  lighting  of  candles  each 
during  Kwanzaa:  Umoja  (Unity),  night  in  a  Hannukah  menorah;  the 


Disabilities  Education 
Act  Gels  New  Website 

Developmental  Disabilities  Area 
Board  1 0  is  proud  to  announce  a  free, 
on-line,  self-guided  training  course 
that  will  help  parents  leam  more 
about  the  Individuals  with  Disabili- 
ties Education  Improvement  Ad  _  

(IDEA  2004),  Please  go  to  http://  Sikhs,  as  weU  as  by  Buddhists' Also 
www.parentideaguide.com  to  get  regarded  as  the 'Testival  of  Ughts," 

Diwali  originated  as  a  harvest  fes- 

There  are  six  complete  modules:  tiva 
■^Important  Information  about 
Spedal  Education  (The  Law) 


singing  of  spedal  songs  and  redta- 
tion  of  prayers;  eating  spedal  meals 
and  fried  foods  such  as  "latkes"  or 
potato  pancakes;  children's  playing 
of  the  four-sided  spinning  top, 
"dreidel,"  game;  and  the  giving  of 
"gelt"  presents. 

"Diwali"  is  a  festive  holiday 
which  originated  in  India,  and  is 
celebrated  by  Hindus,  Jains,  and 


"Preparing  for  an  lEP 
•lEP  Etiquette 
"Assessments 
"Strategies  for  Success 
"Having  a  Problem? 
Parents  will  be  able  to  start  their 
training  with  any  module.. 


during  which  people  ex- 
pressed their  gratitude  for  the  last 
harvest  of  the  year  before  winter 
and  prayed  for  an  abundant  year 
ahead.  Diwali  also  celebrates  vic- 
tory over  evil,  and  the  removal  of 
spiritual  darkness.  Celebrations 
include  decorating  the  home  with 
bright  tights,  bathing  in  fragrant 
oil  and  the  wearing  of  new  dothes. 


This  project  was  made  possible  and  sharing  of  sweets  and  gifts, 
by  frinding  from  the  Federal  Ad-    vVe  wish  each  of  you  and  your 

mmistration  on  Developmental  fa^yy        loved  ones,  and  our 

Disabilities  through  the  Califor-  community  a  bright  and  blessed 

ma  State  Council  on  Developmen-  Christmas,  Kwanzaa,  Hannukah, 

lal  Disabilities  and  was  devel-  and  Diwali,  and  a  Healthy,  Joyful 

oped  under  a  contrad  witfi  tiie  and  Peaceful  New  Year  in  2008! 
use  UCEDD,  A  University  Cen- 


ter for  Excellence  in  Developmen- 
tal Disabilities  Education,  Re- 
search, and  Service. 

For  more  information,  please  call 
Area  Board  10  at  (818)  M3-4631. 


The  NeWwfk  for  Elders  provides  informaCon,  as- 
sistance, and  referrals  for  Senors  and  Persons 
with  Osabilittes  In  tr»e  Bayview  /  Hunters  Point 
community,  please  contact  (415)401-7200  In 
the  VGftaoon  Valley  /  Portola  /  Excebor  canmu- 
nrty,  please  oontact  (4 1 5)  330- 1 789, 
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"Unsung  Heroes"  Awarded  in  Community  Celebration 


bijAniiLe 

The  19th  Annual  "Unsung  He- 
roes "  m  Uw  African  Ameriam  Commii- 
nih/  Awards  Program  was  held  on 
Nov.  18  at  San  Francisco's  Down- 
town Library,  with  a  packed  au- 
dience of  adults  and  young  people 
celebrating. 

Luis  Henera,  San  Frandsco's  Gt>' 
librariaa  and  Linda  Brooks-Burtoii. 
head  librarian  at  the  Bayview  Public 
Library,  said  that  the  Unsung  Heroes 
Awards  Program  was  initiated 
many  years  a^  in  a  nei^borhood 
brandi  library  and  is  to  honor  people 
who  unsdfishly  give  of  their  time  and 
CTiergy  to  m^  tile  better  for  others  in 
the  African  American  community. 

The  theme  of  this  year's  Awards 
Program  was  Fmn  SliRvn/  to  Freedom: 
Hamiitig  Historian  }aim  Hope  Franklin. 

An  excerpt  of  From  Sloven/  to  Free- 
dom was  performed  by  the  African 
American  Shakespeare  Company 
The  audience  joined  the  Vukani 
Mawethu  Qioir  in  joyfuJ  singing  of, 
Ljft  Even/  \biceand  Sing.  The  Praise  N 
Sign  Dancers  movingly  performed 
several  musical  pieces. 

San  Frandsco's  Board  of  Supervi- 
sore  members  Sophie  Maxwell  and 
Tom  Ammiano,  and  Rose  Qiung, 
diief  legislative  assistant  to  Super- 
visor Aaron  Peskin,  spoke  at  the 
Awards  Program. 

VaxMiica  Dangerfield,  who  served 
asemoee  of  the  pro^cUTv  tharJ<ed  the 
Golden  Gate  Section  of  the  National 
Council  of  Negro  Women,  and  tiie 
AMcan  American  Interest  Group  at 
the  San  Frandsco  Public  Library  for 
keeping  the  program's  le^cy  strc«ig 
and  continuing  this  time  honored 
tradition. 

All  the  Unsung  Heroes  awardees 
applauded  everyone  in  the  audience 
and  all  those  who  work  selflessly  in 
(he  African  American  community  as 
Unsung  Heroes. 

2007  Unsung  Heroes  in  the  African 
American  Community  Awardees: 
•Mary  L  Booker,  a  playvmght  di- 
rector, producer,  community  activ- 
ist and  founder  of  Infinity  Produc- 
tions, who  uses  the  performing  arts 
to  document  the  Bayview  Hunters 
Point  community. 
•Sieiyl  Davis,  an  energetic  advocate 
for  the  Western  Additioa  working 
to  create  opportunities  for  youth  and 
to  make  a  stronger  and  healthier 


77)6  Vukani  Mawethu  Choir  per^mwd  at  the  "Unsung  Heroes"  in  the  A&ksn 
American  Community  Awards  Program  on  Nov.  18  at  the  Downtown  Library. 


community  through  programs  such 
as  Mo'  Magic 

*Dr.  Veronica  Hunnicut,  theCteanof 
the  Southeast  Campus  of  Qty  Col- 
le^  and  a  community  organizer  and 
activist  who  works  with  and  sup- 
ports various  community -based 
programs  in  San  Francisco. 

•Walter  )ohnson,  a  humarutarian 
whose  community  work  has  al- 
lowed him  to  serve  in  such  capad- 
ties  £is  a  board  member,  campaign 
fundraiser,  public  speaker,  tutor  and 
volunteer  with  many  organizations. 

*Anh  Le,  a  community  organizer 
and  spedalist  with  the  Seniors  com- 
munity, who  organized  Senior  Uni- 
versity dasses  in  the  Bayview  Hunt- 
ers Point  and  Western  Addition 
communities  and  throughout  San 
Francisco  to  train  Saiiors  and  per- 
sons with  disabilities  on  Commu- 
nity Organizing,  Senior  Empower- 
ment and  Senior  Leadership;  led  a 
protest  campaign!  against  FoodsCo 
Supermarket  in  the  Bayview  to  de- 
mand that  it  stop  selling  spoiled 
foods;  and  led  Saiiors  to  address  is- 
sues of  crime  and  public  safety,  MUNI 
bus  transportatioa  and  community 
and  home  injury  prevention  with 
San  Frandsco's  Mayor,  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors, and  dty  officials. 

•Albirda  Rose-Eberhardt  a  profes- 
sionally-trained dancer  and  minis- 
ter who  uses  her  creativity  to  preach 
the  "gospel  of  danoe  to  impoverished 
youdi." 

•Gail  Smith,  the  leader  and  chair- 


person of  a  task  force  at  the  Midway 
Apartments,  where  she  and  her  fel- 
low residents  are  tackling  the  issue 
of  exposure  to  toxic  wastes  at  the 
complex. 

•Ma  ttie  Scott  and  George  Jurand,  oo- 
fouixlers  of  The  Healing  Cirde,  a  sup- 
port group  for  parents  whose  chil- 
dren are  rfte  victims  of  homidde. 

•Brian  Thomas,  who  has  placed 
more  than  150  vosn  and  women  — 
many  from  Bayview  Hunters  Point 
—  in  jobs  rebuilding  the  water  and 
sewer  systems,  and  who  makes 
concerted  efforts  to  support  these 
workers  so  that  they  are  successful 
employees. 

•Hui  Thi  Truong  who  served  as  a 
senior  volunteer  at  Senior  Action 
Network  (SAN),  offering  her  help 
and  hard  work  in  the  SoTior  UnivCT- 
sity  dasses  for  the  past  three  years  in 
both  the  Bayview  and  Western  Ad- 
dition communities  and  throughout 
San  Frandsco. 
Posthumous  Award 

•Jimmie  Wilson  Jr,  a  lifelong  advo- 
cate for  the  African  American  com- 
munity in  the  fields  of  mental  health, 
education,  jobs,  and  affordable  hous- 
ing, who  helped  toestablish  the  Jackie 
Rciiinson  Computer  Learning  Col- 
ter in  Bayview  -  Hunters  Point 

The  Network  for  EkJers  provides  intormation ,  as- 
sistance, and  referrals  (or  Seniors  and  Persons 
with  Dtsabilibes  In  the  Bayview /Hunters  Point 
community,pleasecontact(415)401-7200  Inihe 
VisitacKXi  VaHey  /  Ponola  /Excelsior  community, 
please  conlact  (415)330-1789 


Holiday  Season  Transportation  Tips  for  San  Franciscans 


The  San  Francisco  Municipal 
Transportation  A^icy  (SFMTA)  of- 
fers the  following  tips  for  enjoying 
the  downtown  shopping  area  this 
holiday  season: 

The  following  Muni  rail  lines  and 
bus  routes  wiU  take  you  right  to 
Union  Square:  F-Market,  Mason 
and  Hyde  Cable  Car  lines.  Muni 
Metro  to  Powell  Station,  2-Clem- 
ent,  3-.Jackson,  4-Sutter,  9X-San 
Bruno,  30-Stockton,  45-Union/ 
Stockton  and  38-Geary 

•The  historic  Cable  Car  and  F-Mar- 
ket lines  make  holiday  shopping  an 
excursion  that  is  fun  for  tiie  whole 
family. 

•Muni  customers  and  shoppers 
should  be  careful  of  pick-pockets,  es- 
pecially during  the  holiday  season. 

The  SFMTA  provides  over  7,000 
parking  spaces  in  the  Union 
Square  area  with  weekday  and 
weekend  rates  designed  for  short- 
term  parking  in  the  following  ga- 
rages: Ellis-CXFarrell  (925  spaces); 
5lh/Mission  (2,585  spaces); 
Moscone  Center  (732  spaces); 
Sutter  Stockton  (1,865  spaces)  and 
Union  Square  (985  spaces). 

The  least  expensive  and  least 
crowded  place  to  park  near  Union 
Square  on  weekends:  St.  Mary's 
SquareGarage,  two  blockseast  and 
tiuee  blocks  north  of  Union  Square 
on  Kearny  and  Pine  streets.  Week- 
end and  holiday  rates:  $2  for  one 
hour,  $7  per  day 

"Parking  garages  near  Union 
Square  that  do  not  fill  up  on  Satur- 
days: Hearst  Garage  on  3rd  Street 
between  Mission  and  Market 
streets,  St.  Mary's  Square  Garage 
and  the  jessie  Square  Garage  on 
Stevenson  Street  west  of  3rd  Street. 


"Reduced  Muni  fares  Children  age 
5-17,  sffliiors,  and  the  disabled  ride 
Muni  for  a  third  of  the  regular  adult 
fare.  The  Adult  fare  is  $150  with  a 
90-minute  transfer.  The  reduced  fare 
is  $.50  with  a  90-minute  transfer 
These  fares  are  good  on  all  Muni  ve- 
hides,  except  cable  cars. 

"Cable  Cars  are  a  flat  rate  of  $5 
per  trip.  Those  wishing  to  make 
more  than  two  trips  should  pur- 
chase a  Muni  1-day  Passport  for 
$1 1 .00.  Muni  also  sells  3-day  Pass- 
ports and  7-day  Passports. 
Check  out  the  SFMTA  website, 
http://www.sfmta.com/cms/ 
mfares/passports.hlm,  for  fur- 
ther information. 

^Reduced  BART  fares:  Children  age 
5-1 2  and  seniors  65  or  older  can  ride 
BART  for  one-quarter  thenormal  fare 
with  discount  tickets.  Discount  tick- 
ets are  available  at  retail  vendors, 
such  as  Albertsons,  Safeway  and 
Longs  Drugs,  but  not  at  most  BART 
stations.  For  ticket  vendor  info,  go  to: 
www.BART.gov 

•Best  bicyde  parking  near  Union 
Square:  Union  Square  Garage,  top 
floor.  Free  service  on  a  first  come, 
first  served  basis. 

The  busiest  days  to  shop  at  Union 
Square;  are  Christmas  Eve  and 
Dec.  26. 

•Least  crowded  daysof  the  week  to 
shop  at  Union  Square  between 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas:  Sun- 
days and  Mondays. 

"Read  all  parking  signs  carefully 
before  parking.  Many  downtoun 
parking  spaces  are  designated  for 
commercial  vehicle  parking,  and 
many  spaces  become  tow-away 
zones  after  3:00  p.m.  or  4:00  p.m, 

•|f  a  parking  garage  is  full,  garage 


attendants  will  provide  maps  to 
nearby  gara^  that  have  space  avcul- 
able  Do  not  wait  outside  full  garages. 

"For  updated  free  b^affic  and  transit 
info,  go  to  www.51 1  .org  or  call  51 1 . 
Holiday  Safety  Reminder 

*Be  alert  for  pick  pockets.  Carry 
wallets  in  front  pockets  and  dose 
handbags  and  carry  them  in  front 
of  you  in  crowds. 

*If  you  believe  you  have  had  a  theft 
on  a  Mimi  vehide,  please  contact  31 1 
and  provide  the  bus  number  as  well 
as  Uie  date  and  time. 

*Due  to  heightened  security  mea- 
sures, do  not  leave  bags  or  parcels 
unattended  at  any  time. 
Traffic  Facilitation 

The  Department  of  Parking  and 
Traffic  will  resbicl  on-street  park- 
ing on  several  downtown  streets 
through  New  Year's  Day  in  order  to 
increase  traffic  and  transit  capadty 
during  the  busy  holiday  shopping 
season.  'Tow  Away,  No  Stopping" 
signs  have  been  installed  on  the  fol- 
lowing streets  through  jan.l: 

•O'Farrell  Street,  north  side, 
Powell  to  Grant 

"Stockton  Street,  east  side,  Sutter 
to  Market 

"Geary  Street,  north  side,  Powell 
to  Mason 
Traffic  Control 

Traffic  Control  Officers  will  be 
deployed  to  the  Union  Square  and 
Moscone  Center  areas  as  needed 
to  fadlitate  traffic  flow  and  ensure 
pedestrian  safety  and  access. 
Construction  Moratorium 

In  order  to  facilitate  traffic  and 
transit  flow,  no  traffic  lane  or  side- 
walk  closures  will  be  allowed  on 
business  area  streets  through 
New  Year's  Day. 


VisHacion  Valley  History  Project 

More  Valley  Memories 

Memories  donated  by  Valley  residerits  sharing  some  of  their 
experiences  of  living  here 

"When  we  moved  to  Visltacion  Valley  in  1 949  it  was  open  and  country- 
like. Children  played  on  the  streets  and  sidewalks,  I  miss  the  sound  of 
children  playing.  It  was  so  safe  that  as  the  children  grew  older,  I  worked 
part-time  and  didn't  lock  my  door  Neighborswere  like  family  I  still  have 
good  neighbors,  although  not  the  same  But  we  accept  changes  and 
Vis  Valley  is  still  mostly  good " 

"(I  remember)  going  to  school  at  Our  Lady  of  Visitaclon  of  Sunnydale 
Playing  baselDall  at  Costa  Field  behind  the  church  and  going  to  the 
Dr  Pepper  bottling  factory  to  get  ice-cold  sodas  out  of  the  machine 
Summers  were  the  best  in  Vis  Valley  and  the  old  stores  on  Leiand 
were  great!" 

"All  Peoples'  coalition,  between  72  and  75. 1  tielonged  to  it  from 
Church  of  the  Visitacion  on  Sunnydale  Father  Lacey  was  a  propo- 
nent of  what  it  stood  for.  We  needed  stop  signs  on  Sunnydale  be- 
cause it  was  a  "racetrack"  and  dangerous  for  all  trying  to  cross  the 
street  Nothing  was  done  until  a  group  of  APC  members  in  two 
buses  went  to  a  meeting  conducted  by  Mayor  Alioto  in  the  Mission. 
He  asked  at  the  end  of  his  talk  if  anyone  had  anything  to  say  Irish, 
Italian,  African-American,  Chinese.  Samoan  -  I've  probably  missed 
some  -  but  each  gave  a  one-minute  speech  about  stop  signs.  The 
mayor  was  so  impressed  he  told  Father  Lacey  if  nothing  was  done 
in  a  week  to  let  him  know!  We've  had  stop  signs  ever  since." 

"We  came  here  in  '37  -  of  Mexican  and  Italian  heritage  At  the  time 
I  was  one  of  a  handful  of  Hispanics  -  mostly  Italians  and  Anglo 
Saxon  people  at  the  time  The  neighborhood  had  a  very  small  town' 
feeling  to  It,  and  rt  seemed  as  if  everyone  knew  everyoite,  very  friendly. 
The  butcher  shop  on  Leiand.  there  was  a  counter  by  the  window, 
kids  could  sit  there  white  we  waited  for  our  moms.  The  butchers 
would  give  us  a  hot  dog  to  munch  on.  and  they  put  parsley  in  with 
the  meat ' 

The  Visitacion  Valley  History  Project  invites  you  to  share  your 
memories.Call  Betty  Parshall,  (415)  467-7423  or  Edie  Epps  (415) 
467-0236,  or  you  can  e-mail  visvalleyhistoryg^hotmail.com 


Schlage  Lock's  Historical  Significance 


by  Bethj  Parshall 

The  Historic  Resources  Sub- 
Committee  of  the  Visitacion  Val- 
ley Citizens  Advisory  Committee 
met  Thursday,  Nov.  8  to  continue 
discussion  about  the  historical  as- 
pects of  the  Schlage  Lock  site. 

Contamination  and  what  the 
neighborhood  would  like  to  seede- 
veloped  at  the  former  industrial  site 
are  familiar  issues  to  mciny  in  the 
community,  but  little  discussion 
has  taken  place  about  the  historic 
significance  of  Schlage  Lock  and 
how  that  history  can  be  preserved 
for  those  who  live  here  now  and 
will  live  here  in  the  future. 

Carey  &  Co.,  Inc.  Architecture 
was  contracted  to  prepare  a  His- 
torical Resources  Technical  Report 
as  part  of  the  Environmental  Im- 
pact Review  process.  That  report 
will  be  reviewed  and  studied  by 
this  subcommittee  at  future  meet- 
ings. The  report  came  to  the  sur- 
prising conclusion  that  the  entire 
site  has  historic  significance  due  to 
Schlage  Lock's  important  role  in 
San  Francisco's  industrial  past. 

The  question  that  the  community 
must  now  answer  is  how  can  the 
site's  history  be  preserved  for  those 
who  live  here  now  and  will  live 
here  in  the  future?  It  should  be 
noted  that  the  original  office  build- 
ing at  Bayshore  and  Blanken  will 
be  preserved  as  a  community  re^ 
source  but  ail  other  buildings  must 
be  demolished. 

Some  of  the  possibilities  for  his- 
toric preservation  discussed  in- 
clude picture  exhibits,  artifacts 
from  the  manufacturing  process,  a 
virtual  video  tour  of  the  buildings, 
and  oral  histories  of  the  Schlage 
employees.  Consideration  can  be 
given  to  saving  a  piece  of  a  build- 
ing, e.g.  a  saw  tooth  roof,  and  in- 
corporating it  into  a  new  structure. 


Production  of  videos  and  display 
methods  will  be  done  by  profes- 
sionals, but  the  community  can 
and  should  be  involved  in  provid- 
ing the  history  of  Schlage's  impact 
in  Visitacion  Valley. 

Detailed  histories  of  Schlage's 
founders,  architects  and  officers 
are  available.  What  are  missing 
are  the  stories  of  the  workers  and 
others  who  made  Schlage  a  suc- 
cessful company.  When  was  the 
period  of  employment,  what  was 
the  job  performed,  what  was  it 
like  to  work  there?  Family  mem- 
bers of  employees  can  offer  com- 
ments about  the  effect  of  having 
an  income  from  this  work.  In  ad- 
dition, memories  are  solicited 
from  those  who  were  affected  by 
Schlage's  presence  in  other  ways 
-  small  businesses,  the  bank,  and 
the  general  community. 

The  subcommittee  meetings  are 
open  to  the  public  and  will  meet 
monthly  on  the  Thursday  prior  to 
the  regularly  set  CAC  meeting 
which  is  the  second  Tuesday  of  the 
month.  All  meetings  are  held  at  the 
S.F.  Recycling  &  Disposal  Learning 
Center,  401  Tunnel  Ave. 

If  you  or  a  family  member  would 
like  to  share  you  r  stories,  memories, 
and  photos  contact  Russel  Morine 
or  Edie  Epps,  both  members  of  the 
CAC  sub-committee  and  members 
of  the  Visitacion  Valley  History 
Project.  The  immediate  intait  is  to 
be^  compiling  a  list  of  people  to 
take  part.  The  actual  work  will  be- 
gin, it  is  hoped,  early  next  year. 

Edie  Epps  at  467-0236  or  e-mail 
aheins^'sbcglobal.net,  Russel 
Morine  at  656-0540,  or  e-mail 
rmorinefpaol.com 

To  be  added  to  the  CAC  mailing/ 
email  list  contact  Lead  Planner  Tom 
Evans,  (415)  749-2539  or  email 
tom  .e  vansC«*sfgov.org 


Forest  Products  Contribute  to  Our  Lives 


The  next  time  you  enjoy  ttie  com- 
fort of  your  wood-framed  home,  Surv 
day  newspaper  eind  favorite  cata- 
logs, takea  moment  to  recognize  their 
source-the  forest  product  industry. 

Experts  say  over  5,000  products 
come  from  tfie  forests.  And  while 
the  U.S.  population  continues  to  rise, 
studies  suggest  that  tlie  increasing 
demand  is  no  threat  to  our  thriving 
forests. 

"The  forest  products  industry 
should  be  celebrated,"  states  Steve 
Rountree,  president  of  the  South- 


eastern Lumber  Manufacturers  As- 
sociation. "Tlie/ve  proven  them- 
selves to  be  excellent  stewards  of  the 
land  by  ensuring  that  moretreesare 
planted  each  year  than  are  har- 
vested, and  they  use  the  harvested 
trees  extronely  efficiently,  utilizing 
nearly  the  entire  tree  to  make  the 
products  society  relies  upon  for 
daily  life." 

Experts  say  the  forest  products 
industry  should  be  celeberated  for 
its  excellent  stewardship  of  the 
land.  MPS 
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sions  that  cause  global  warming.     ing  for  reducing  overall  greenhouse  Nation^S  First 

The  leading  state  in  the  battle  gas  emissions  statewide  by  80  per-  J„  Prooram  rnll<»rf<:  W:3Qfp  f^rpaCP 

against  climate  diange  is  California,  cent  over  fivedeades.  And  in  2006  ^^ItyWlQC  1  fOgTam  ^^OUCCtS  WaSlC  ^jFCaSe 

whidi  as  early  as  2002  began  calling  the  slate  assembly  passed  its  land-     In  an  effort  to  reduce  greenhouse  costing  their  ratepayers  $3.5  million 
Glossy  Paper  on  carmakers  to  reduce  the  green-  mark  Global  Warming  Soiutior\s  Act  gas  emissions,  combat  climate  a  year  in  repairs. 

Dear  KarthTalk;  I  would  think  that  house  gases  ^nerated  by  new  ve-  limiting  the  output  of  greenhouse  change  and  curb  the  growing  num-  "We're  taking  a  serious  Qty  prob- 
theglossypaperusedbymostmaga-  hides  sold  there.  In  2003,  California  gasestheretol9901eveIsl^2020.Cab-  ber  of  dogged  sewers  plaguing  City  !em  and  using  the  best  available  tech- 
zines  is  bad  for  the  environment,  yet  joined  neighbors  Oregon  ^u^d  Wash-  fomia  is  the  world's  sixth  largest  residents  and  businesses.  Mayor  nology  to  save  our  ratepayers' 
mcjst  publishers  still  use  it,  even  the  jngton  in  laying  out  a  set  of  recom-  economv  and  12th  largest  pro-  Gavin  Newsom  on  Nov  ^launched  money  and  do  something  good  for 
outdoors  and  environmental  titles,  mendations  for  how  states  could  ducer  of  greenhouse  gases,  so  its  an  irviovative  solution  to  collect  fats,  theenvironment,"saidSFPUCGen- 
What's  the  scoop?  Is  paper  made  cojnbat  global  warming  by  setting  proactive  stance  should  have  a  oil  and  grease  (FOG)  free  of  charge  eral  Manager  Susan  Leal.  "For  ev- 
glossy  by  using  chemicals  that  are  emissions  reduction  targets  for  state  large  impact  on  overall  efforts  to  from  Qty  restaurants  and  tumtfiem  ery  five  gallons  of  grease  we  collect 
not  safe? -KelliiiaHiggins,  via  e-mail  v^idefleetsandenactingenergyef-  mitigate  dimate  change.  into  biofuel  for  City-owned  vdiides,  and  keep  out  of  our  sewers,  wedis- 

Ifs  no  secret  that  glossy  coatings  fiaency  standards  for  a  wide  range  CHher  efforts  are  underway  as  well  SFGreasecyde  is  the  nation's  first  place  five  gallons  of  petroleum  die- 
on  magazine  covers  make  pictures  ofotherproducts.Bytheendof2004,  In  2006,  seven  northeastern  states  dtywide  program  to  turn  FOG  into  sel.  That  is  a  net  100  pound  reduc- 
really  "pop"  and  attradtheeye,  thus  the  west  coast  triumvirate  had  formed  the  Regional  GreenhouseGas  fuel  for  munidpalfleetsand  will  save  tion  in  carbon  emissioa" 
hdping  publications  compete  for  at-  jointly  adopted  the  goal  of  reducing  Initiative  to  create  a  system  of  ero-  residents  and  businesses  money,  un-  San  Frandsco,  a  national  leader  in 
tention  on  ever  more  crowded  news-  g^enhouse  gas  emissions  upwards  nomic  incentives  for  reducing  green-  dog  Gty  sewers,  and  reduce  green-  initiatives  to  reduce  greenhouse  gas 
stands.  According  to  JenyStranahan  of  15  percent  by  2015.  house  gas  emissions.  Each  partidpat-  house  gas  emissions.  emissions,  has  a  Gty  fleet  of  more 

of  Lane  Press,  a  Vermont-based  Always  pushing  the  envelope,  ing  state— Connecticut,  Delaware,  The  first  SFGreasecyde  restaurant  than  1600  diesel  vehides  being  ret- 
printer  that  produces  some  350  dif-  California  then  adopted  a  controver-  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  waste  grease  pickup  occurred  on  rofitted  to  accept  the  new  biofuel 
ferent  magazines,  publishers  are  in-  gjai  measure  r«juiring  automakers  New  York  and  Vermont -has agreed  Nov.  20  at  Pucdni  and  Pinetti  in  source.  In  2006,  Mayor  Newsom 
creasingly  putting  the  emphasis  on  to  reduce  their  vehides' greenhouse  to  stabilize  currmt  emissions  throu^  UnionSquare.  signed  an  executive  directive  man-  - 

graphics  and  photography,  and  gas  emissions  30  percent  by  2016,  2015  followed  by  a  10  percent  reduc-  "San  Frandsco's  entrepreneurial  datingthattheentiredlyfleetbecon- 
glossy  papers  have  become  the  in-  sincethen,14otherstates— Arizona,  tion  over  the  following  five  years,  and  environmental  spirit  is  once  verted  by  Dec.  31, 2007. 
dustrynorm,  for  both  covers  and  in-  Connecticut,  Florida,  Maine,  Mary-  Meanwhile  18  states,  led  by  New  again  front  and  center  with  our  in-  TheOtyiscurrentlyonpaoetomeel 
terior  pages.  And,  yes,  this  indudes  [and,  Massachusetts,  New  Jersey,  York.  Hawaii  Maine  arxl  Cahfomia,  novative  biodiesel  creation  pro-  that^)allnitially,bicxliesdfortheQty 
many  outdoors  and  nature  titles.  ^^^^  Mexico,  New  York,  Oregon,  have  legislated  that  some  of  the  elec-  gram,"  said  Mayor  Newsom.  "Our  fleet  will  be  purchased  ttirou^  an 
The  basic  glossy  finish  of  a  maga-  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ver-  tridtytl^  consume  must  come  from  program  will  serve  as  a  model  for  existing  dty  contract,  with  the  fij- 
zine  cover  or  inside  page  is  usually  and  Washington -have  non-polluting  renewable  sources.      dties  throughout  the  world  whoaim  ture  plan  to  procure  all  biodiesel 

built  into  the  paper  itself  at  the  time  adopted  California's  tough  stan-     Given  the  groundswell  of  action  to  to  b-ansform  their  grease  waste  into  generated  from  San  Francisco's  res- 
of  manufacture,  and  is  typically  dards.  With  Canada's  government  mitigate  global  warming  at  the  state  useable,  sustainable  energy."  taurant  waste  oil  stream, 

made  of  either  day  or  caldum  car-  following  suit  in  20M,  some  40  per-  level -more  than  half  of  the  U.S.  SFGreasecyde  is  a  program  that  Recyded  FOG  from  San  Frandsco 
bonate.  From  a  materials  perspec-  (;^t  of  North  America's  new  car  fleet  population  bves  in  states  where  re-  wasdevelopedby  the  San  Francisco  restaurants  is  estimated  to  generate 
live,  day-based  kaolin  is  the  more  could  be  much  deaner  within  a  de-  ductions  in  greenhouse  gas  emis-  Public  Utilities  Commission  L5  million  gallons  of  biofuel  each 
environmentally  friendly  of  the  two,  cade-although  carmakers  are  sions  are  or  will  become  manda-  (SFPUQ  as  a  sustainable  alternative  year;  59  restaurants  had  already 
though  clay  rnakes  the  re-pulping  of  fighting  the  proposal  tooth  and  naiJ.  tory- America  may  be  able  to  meet  to  combat  sewer  blockages  caused  signed  up  for  the  SFGreasecyde  pro- 
paper  "gunkier"  and  thus  more  dif-  Beyond  automotive  emissions,  the  requirements  laid  out  by  the  in  part  by  excess  ccx)king  oils  and  fats  gram  before  its  launch  with  more 
ficult  to  work  with  in  the  subsequent  California  is  leading  the  charge  Kyoto  Protocol  even  v^athout  federal  ciischar^  down  drains  hx)m  res-  expresang  interest  every  day 
recyding  process.  Caldum  carbon-  against  global  warming  in  other  partidpation.  taurants  and  homes.  Each  year,  the    For  more  information  or  to  si^  up 

ate  also  has  its  pros  and  cons:  "The  ^^ays.  Soid  ,t  t,>  LanhTaik.  do  E/lhe  Emnnmrnenial  SFPUC  estimates  that  50  percent  of  for  the  SFPUCs  free  restaurant  waste 

Governor  Arnold  SchwarTcnegger  Mflgaum.  PO  Box  ^8,  Wf^tpjfi.  cr  omi.  gewer  emergency  calls  are  related  to  oil  collection  service,  please  call  (415) 

w  .w,^     II     submit  i/t>ur  que^^hm  at  Jtmi'£nia<iazine.amJ  o      /  .  _     .  'r  v  ' 

issued  an  execuhveorder  in  2im  call-  earthtalkmeniagazine  com 


caldum  is  lighter,  thus  it  takes  less 
fuel  to  fransport  it,  and  it  acts  as  a 
whitener,  so  less  chlorine  is  needed 
to  bleach  the  paper,"  says  Frank 
Locantore,  who  directs  the 
WocxlWise  program  for  the  non- 
profit Coop  America.  "But  it  cirives 
the  destruction  of  mountain  tops  in 
Vermont  and  elsewhere  in  order  to 
get  at  the  mineral." 

Other  glossy  coatings  are  some- 
times applied  later  at  the  printer  as 
the  last  step  in  the  printing  pnxess. 
In  addition  to  enhancing  the  Icxjk  of 
ttie  cover,  tfiese  coatings  are  used  for 
the  purpose  of  reducing  the  scuffing 
covers  endure  in  handling  and 
Ihrougb  the  maiL  Publidiers  gener- 
ally have  three  choices:  "vanush," 
"acjueous"  or  "UV"  coatings. 

"Vamish"  is  essentially  a  dear  pe- 
troleum based  ink  (no  pigment),  and 
is  similar  to  the  other  inks  that  have 
already  been  applied  to  the  paper. 
"Aqueous"  coatings  are  water- 
based  dear  inks  that  use  few  chemi- 
cals bu  t  need  a  lot  of  heat  to  dry  them, 
thus  entailing  greater  energy  usage. 
Another  option  is  "UV  coating,"  a 
very  glossy  finish  applied  usually 
to  heavier  cover  stocJcs  and  often 
used  by  fashion  magazines  and  oth- 
ers going  for  a  very  slick  app)ear- 
anoe.  The  "UV"  refers  to  the  ulfra- 
violet  light  used  to  dry  it  after  ap- 
plication. It  consumes  less  energy 
than  heat,  though  the  UV  coatings 
themselves  contain  large  amounts 
of  pefroleum-derived  chemicals. 

"Ma^zines  want  to  be  competitive 
on  the  newsstands,  and  most  need  to 
have  a  gjossy  cover  in  order  todo  so," 
says  Locantore.  "Government,"  he 
says,  "should  create  incentives  for 
R&D  that  develops  hazardouschemi- 
cal-free  processes  for  papermaking 
and  printing."  Locantore  also  says 
that  consumers  can  play  a  key  role  in 
moving  the  industry  forward  by 
making  their  preferences  for  sustain- 
able choices  known  to  the  magazines 
they  read  and  subscribe  to.  Emails, 
phone  calls  or  letters  to  publishers 
urging  greener  sourdng  and  opera- 
tims  wUJ  not  go  unnoticed,  he  says. 

Dear  EarthTalk  In  beu  of  federal 
action  in  the  U.S.  to  combat  global 
warming,  have  any  states  taken  \o 
cal  measures  to  reduce  greenhouse 
gas  emisaons?-David,  Monterey,  CA 

Thou^  the  Bush  administration 
has  been  slow  to  even  admit  that  glo 
bal  warming  is  a  serious  issue,  and 
has  rejected  the  terms  of  the  Kyoto 
Protocol  (an  international  agreement 
calling  on  developed  nations  to  curb 
greenhouse  gas  emissions),  more 
than  30  U.S.  states  have  passed  leg- 
islation anci/or  formed  regional  coa- 
litions on  their  own  to  promote  en- 
ergy effidency  and  reduce  the  emis- 


backups  caused  by  grease  blcxJtages  695-7366  or  visit  sfgreasecydeorg. 


TW  AUTOMOTIVE 


^  2^  6AYSH0RE  BLV^^^ 


e-DECEieER20i)7-MsrT»aOHWiiifYGRAPEV«  gifts  Can  cost  this  year— or  propose 

Ways  to  Manage  Finances  and  Avoid  Post-HoUday  Regrets  ^^^'^^fdS^^Sl.fL.:?; 

The  holidays  are  upon  us,  bring-  If  you  must  buy  gifts,  cut  your  about  money  from  you.  And  if  they  they'll  view  this  reprieve  from  gift- 
ing all  those  images  and  sensations  expenses  elsewhere.  Perhaps  see  you  spending  left  and  right  buying  as  a  gift  in  its  own  rig^it." 
we  cherish  —  the  glow  of  the  you'd  rather  dine  out  or  go  to  the  during  the  holiday  season,  the  les-  Invest  in  your  kids'  financial  fu- 
menorah,  the  fragrance  of  home-  movies  less,  or  maybe  you  can  son  they  come  away  with  isn't  go-  tures.lt  may  not  seem  as  exciting  to 
cooked  meals  and  sugar  cookies,  forego  that  new  pair  of  shoes  ing  to  be  a  good  one.  During  the  your  kids  as  a  new  iPod,  but  a  con- 
and  the  sounds  of  the  season  in  holi-  you've  been  wanting  for  yourself  holidays  it's  very  easy  for  the  tribution  to  their  financial  well-be- 
day  songs,  laughter,  and  shrieks  of  in  order  to  afford  gifts  for  the  "gimmee  gimmee  gimmee"  mate-  ing  will  be  appreciated  long  after 
joy  from  kids  discovering  Santa's  grandparents.  "It  doesn't  matter  rialistic  attitude  to  get  out  of  con-  s-udi  expensive  "toys"  are  obsolete, 
generosity.  But  for  many  of  us  there  where  you  make  cuts,  just  that  trol.  After  all,  kids  are  bombarded  "Have  the  grandparents  contnlnJte 
are  a  few  not-so-joyous  holiday  you  make  them,"  says  Tyson,  with  cor\stant  advertisements  for  to  a  college  tuition  fund  or  savings 
sights  (a  purse  overflowing  with  "Keeping  your  other  spending  un-  toys,  clothes,  and  the  latest  gadgets  account  rather  than  buy  them  more 
credit  card  receipts)  and  sounds  der  control  white  you're  out  there  you  can  be  guaranteed  the/U  want  stuff  they  don't  need,"  suggests 
(the  ca-ching!  of  the  cash  registers  doing  your  shopping  can  be  a  chal-  (or  at  least  think  they  do!).  "There's  Tyson.  "Or  make  one  of  your  gifts  to 
marking  our  escalating  debt),  lenge,  but  just  keep  repeating  to  plenty  you  can  do  to  help  them  your  kids  a  stock  fund  portfolio  that 
These  negatives  can  easily  out-  yourself  the  importance  of  not  appreciate  the  true  meaning  of  the  can  start  accruing  now.  Also  make 
weigh  all  that  we  love  about  the  over-spending.  That  way  when  it  holidays,"  says  Tyson.  "Have  them  them  aware  of  the  budgets  and  tools 
holiday  season,  especially  when  comes  time  to  actually  pass  out  give  some  of  their  money  to  a  local  you  are  using  to  keep  your  spend- 
we  consider  the  financial  conse-  those  presents  you've  purchased  charity,  participate  in  a  program  ing  in  check  The  holidays  are  a  great 
quences  we'll  still  be  suffering  long  you  can  do  it  without  grimacing  where  they  buy  and  wrap  gife  for  time  for  them  to  truly  learn  that 
after  the  last  gift  is  opened.  as  you  think  about  the  damage  underprivileged  kids,  or  volunteer  money  doesn't  grow  on  trees." 

"Americans  already  spend  more  they  ciid  to  your  baixk  account."  at  a  soup  kitchen.  It  can  be  an  eye-  Give  the  gift  of  time  to  your  kids, 
than  they  on  afford,"  says  Tysoa  SetabudgetandkeeptabsOTiwhat  opening  experience  for  kids  to  see  Often  parents  buy  gifts  for  their  kids 
authoroflhenewbookLefsGetReal  you  are  spending.  While  you're  do-  that  not  everyone  has  enough  with  the  best  of  intentions.  Either 
About  Money!  Profit  from  the  Hab-  ing  your  holiday  shopping,  your  money  to  have  an  oijoyable  holi-  you  don't  want  to  deprive  them  of 
its  of  the  Best  Personal  Finance  Man-  new  best  friends  should  be  your  day"  the  toys  and  gadgets  all  of  their 

agers  (FT  Press,  $1 9.99).  "Our  na-  checkbook  register,  credit  card  state-  Watch  out  for  deals  that  seem  too  hnoids  have,  or  you  want  to  gjve 
tional  perstxial  savings  rale  is  nega-  moits,  and  all  of  your  receipts.  Ifs  good  to  be  true.  Retailers  run  all  them  the  things  you  didn't  have  as 
tive  1  peroent  Many  people  already  easy  to  get  into  a  ^pending  ihytfun  sorts  of  specials  to  induce  consum-  a  kid  "Both  of  these  tendencies  are 
owe  money  going  into  the  holiday  when  shopping  for  yourself  or  oth-  ers  to  buy  now,  and  the  holidays  perfectly  understandable,  but  I've 
season  so  the  annual  shopping  spree  ers,  and  that's  why  you  need  to  offer  these  companies  easy  prey  in  found  that  parents  who  buy  too 
just  adds  insult  to  injury."  physically  write  down  every  pur-  the  form  of  deal-seeking,  cash-  much  for  their  kids  often  have  diffi- 

But  despite  the  fact  that  many  of  chase  you  make  and  make  sure  you  strapped  consumers.  For  example,  culty  changing  the  habit,"  says 
our  coffers  ar^'t  exactly  bubbling  don't  go  over  your  bud^  "When  furruture  stores  frequently  offer  Tysoa  "The  holiday  season  offers 
over,  a  recent  Gallup  Poll  shows  that  you  start  to  add  up  everything  that  if  you  buy  now,  you  don't  have  great  opportunities  for  you  to  show 
fewofusareplarmingtotemperour  you're  spending,  you  may  be  to  pay  a  thing  for  a  year,  and  you  your  kids  how  much  you  love  and 
holiday  spending.  The  poll  shows  shocked  at  what  all  tfiose  expenses  might  even  get  free  delivery.  This  care  for  than.  For  example,  you  can 
that  on  average  Americans  expect  from  this  store  and  that  store  add  up  sortof  "push"  marketing  can  make  make  time  with  them  each  week  to 
to  spend  around  $909  on  holiday  to  be,"  says  Tyson.  "And  don't  forget  it  harder  for  you  to  say  no.  watch  a  holiday  film  or  TV  show, 

gifts  this  year.  Whettier  ifs  a  dedica-  about  all  those  'neoessar/  holiday  "This  is  just  one  example  of  how  go  on  a  walk  to  see  your  nei^ibors' 
tion  to  the  gift-giving  tradition,  a  extras.  Most  people  don't  budget  storescoaxinshoppers,"saysTysOTi.  holiday  lights  and  decorations,  or 
saise  of  obligatioa  or  a  feding  that  their  shopping  and  don't  realize  that  "Always  remember  that  free  financ-  emphasize  that  giving  back  mes- 
the  holidays  entitie  us  to  have  a  little  by  the  time  you  buy  all  the  presents,  ing,  for  say  a  year,  is  not  a  huge  cost  sage  again  and  take  them  caroling 
more  fun  than  usual,  too  many  of  us  plus  wrapping  paper,  cards,  deco-  to  the  dealer,  but  it  is  a  cost,  and  if  at  a  local  retirement  home.  All  of 
seem  to  turn  a  blind  eye  to  the  bank-  rations,  etc,  ifs  added  up  to  a  ridicu-  you  for^  it  you  should  be  able  to  these  activities  cost  next  to  notfiing, 
busting  reality  of  all  ttiat  spending,   lous  amount  Having  a  budget  that  negotiate  a  lower  purchase  price,  and  they  will  be  fun  for  the  kids  and 

Guess  what?  You  don't  have  to  join  you  know  you  must  stick  to  will  help  Retailers  find  that  buyers  are  less  foryou!" 
in  Ihe  spaviing  frenzy.  What  if  you  keep  your  impulse  spaiding  from  likely  to  negotiate  die  price  if  they     I^member  that  meaningful  gifts 
could  have  a  wonderful,  manorable  gettingoutofharxlandwillheipyou  are  getting  a  short-term  financing  don't  necessarily  have  a  big  price 
holiday  and  avoid  the  finarxial  hang-  heme  in  on  the  rrKJstreasOTaHy  priced  break  Read  tiie  fine  print  on  any  tag.  "Sure,  it  mi^t  be  nice  to  give 
over  afterwards?  Tyson  provides  holiday  items"  deal  you  are  considering  taking  be-  your  mom  a  brand  new  TV,  but 

great  tips  CR\  how  to  keep  your  holi-  Plan  what  you  are  going  to  buy,  fore  you  go  to  the  store  to  make  the  there  are  other  things  out  there  that 
day  spendir\g  in  dwde  and  don't  get  ciny  extras!  PaSrticularly  purchase  It  can  be  even  harder  to  will  be  even  more  meaningful  and 

Find  an  alternative  to  gjft-gjving  during  the  holidays  companies  puU  say  no  onoe  you  get  to  the  store,  so  enjoyable  for  her— like  a  photo  al- 
duringthehoKdays-Manypeo^teel  out  thar  most  appealing  of  packag-  you'll  want  to  know  what  you  are  bum  with  candid  shots  of  the 
they  have  to  give  gifts  during  the  ing  in  the  hopes  of  snagging  the  eyes  in  for  before  you  ^  there."  grandkids  or  something  they've 

holidays,  either  because  ifs  a  family  of  dioppers.  Thafs  why  along  with  Leave  the  plastic  at  home.  Many  made  for  her  themselves,"  says 
tradition  or  because  they  know  their  yourbudgetyou're^ingtowantto  of  us  can  explain  away  spending  so  Tyson,  "If  you  are  leaking  to  give  a 
friendsandrelativeshavegottengifts  lake  an  exact  list  of  what  you  want  much  on  gifts  because  we  simply  gift  that  truly  means  something  and 
for  them.  There  are  plenty  of  great  to  buy  for  your  gift  recipients.  Don't  char^  everything  and  reason  that  that  will  keep  its  value  for  years  to 
ways  to  trade  in  this  tradition  for  go  shopping  for  someone's  gift  until  we  can  pay  it  off  gradually  after  the  come,  you  are  better  off  looking  for 

another  one  that  is  even  more  mean-  you  know  exactly  what  you  are  go-  holidays.  This  is  a  great  way  to  ere-   

ingfut  and  chances  are  your  family  ing  to  buy  "Ifs  very  easy  to  go  in  ate  a  never-ending  cycle  of  con-  CroSSWOrd  Puzzle  Solution 
and  friends  will  be  happy  to  save  witii  no  plaa  see  something  you  like,  sumer  debt  for  youreelf.  It  only  cre- 
gjft-buying  dougji  as  wdL  "Instead  and  gel  it  simply  because  you  have  ates  unnecessary  financial  stress  for 
of  exchanging  gifts,  your  family  no  idea  what  dse  to  get  for  a  hard-  you  after  the  holidays.  "Use  your 
might  want  to  poo\  their  money  and  to-buy-for  relative  despite  tiie  giffs  budget  to  figure  out  how  you  can 
spend  the  money  on  a  holiday  out-  significant  price  tag,"  says  Tyson,  purduse  the  gifts  you  want  to  pur- 
ing,"  says  Tysoa  "If  you  have  kids,  "Another  temptation  that  tfie  list  will  chase  without  putting  them  on 
youll  probably  want  to  get  them  a  help  you  scjuelch  is  the  desire  to  buy  yourcreditcarci,"  says  Tysoa  "Ifyou 
littie  something,  but  set  strict  spend-  those  little  knickknacks  here  and  are  so  cash-strapped  that  you  think 
ing  limits.  Instead  of  piling  up  tiie  there  that  you  think  will  make  nice  it  will  be  difficult  to  avoid  charging 
toys,  let  eadi  child  chtxMe  an  outing  small  additions  to  the  gifts  you've  gifts,  then  you  may  want  to  sit 
or  event  that  she  gets  to  spend  with  purchased.  Very  rarely  are  things  like  down  with  other  friends  and  fam- 
youone-orvone.  The/U  look  back  on  thisnecessary  and  if  you've  got  your  ily  and  propose  a  limit  to  how  much 
the  valuable  time  you've  spent  to-  list  in  hand,  it  will  be  easier  for  you 
gether  a  lot  more  fondly  than  they  to  pass  them  by  without  hesitatioa" 
will  any  toy  or  video  game  they  use    Use  the  season  to  set  a  good  ex- 
aooupfeof  timesand  thCTitossaade"  ample  for  your  kids.  Your  lads  learn 


nonmaterial  gjfts  to  give  than  some- 
thing your  redpiCTits  could  get 
themselves  at  the  local  big  box 
store." 

"Money  can  easily  become  tiie  fo- 
cus of  the  holidays  when  it  ^ould 
be  the  last  thing  you  are  thinking 
about"  says  Tyson.  "By  keeping 
your  spending  under  control,  you 
can  have  a  great  holiday  and  avoid 
the  sick  feeling  in  the  pit  of  your 
stomach  that  cxxurs  when  you  start 
getting  thcjse  credit  card  bUIs  in  the 
mail  If  you  prepare  properly,  you 
can  achieve  a  happy  balance  of 
spending  and  saving  during  the 
holiday  season.  Thafs  a  great  ^  in 
and  or  itself,  for  both  you  and  the 
people  you  love." 


C 


Book  Review 


SDOIO  [iQQIl  DQES] 

□□□□  DEnanaciaii 

□DO     QQID  QDB 
BSm  DDDDIiS 


Church 
of  the 
Visitacion 

Roman  Catholic  (1907) 

A  Century  in  Visitacion  Valley 


7:30a.m.  &5p.m. 
239-7840 


Hn-Fld)  7a.m.  &5:30p.m. 

Sundry  I-fasses 
8  &9:30ajn.  (llajTL 
12:30&5p.m. 

Come,  Let  us  worship  together! 

655  Sunnydale  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134-2838 
(415)  239-5950 

Rev.  Erick  E.  Arauz,  Administrator  Pro  Tem 
Rev.  Thuan  V.  Hoang,  Parochial  Vicar 


JOHN  W.  KING 
SENIOR  CENTER 

500  Raymond  Ave.  San  Francisco,  CA  94134 

Nutritional  lunches  will  be  served 
at  noon  for  $1.50.  Come  one,  come  all! 

The  Senior  Center  has  many  facilities, 
including  our  spacious  courtyard 
and  many  senior  programs 
for  the  neighborhood! 

Arts  &  Crafts  Movies 
Bingo  Line  Dance 

Ceramic  TaiChi 
Karaoke  Transportation 
Supplemental  Food  Program 
English  &  Computer  Classes 

CaU:  (415)  239-6233       Fax:  239-2262 


Military  Misdemeanors 

Bunded  cover-ups,  acts  of  blind- 
ing incompetence,  miscarriages  of 
justice  and  downright  stupidity  are 
among  the  scandals  which  have 
helped  to  make  the  v^forld's  aimed 
forces  the  much  loved  (and  some- 
times ridiculed)  institutions  they 
are  today  in  an  interesting  little 
book  called  MUilanj  Misdemeatwrs 
(Osprey  Publishing,  $16.95). 

Readers  can  take  tin  irreverent 
look  at  tiie  public  outcries  that  both 
governments  and  soldiers  would 
rather  we  forget  with  author  Terry 
Crowdy,  who  has  an  unconven- 
tional background  for  a  historian. 
Former  bassist  in  a  rock  group  and 
a  history  enthusiast  since  child- 
hood, he  has  long  been  fascinated 
by  different  aspects  of  military  his- 
tory and  takes  great  pleasure  in 
delving  into  obscure  sources  to 
pluck  out  the  most  astoni^wig  and 
revealing  stories  throughout  his- 
tory. The  author  of  a  number  of  ar- 
ticles and  books,  including  The  En- 
emy Within:  A  History  of  Espiom^,  he 
lives  in  Kent  UK. 

Packed  with  more  than  60  military 
mi^ps  from  andent  times  to  tt4 
present  day.  Military  Misdemeanors 
shows  that  no  military  organization 
is  safe  from  exposure.  Learn  tiietiutJi 
about  Nelson  and  Lady  Hamilton, 
the  drafting  of  Heavywei^tChamp 
Muhammad  Ali,  Ihe  sinking  of  Rain- 
bow Warrior  and  satanism  in  the 
Royal  Navy  as  you  step  back 
through  the  pa^  of  history  and  see 
how  corruption,  bigotry  lust,  van- 
ity, incompetence  and  the  occasional 
bout  of  insanity  have  colored  con- 
duct throu^out  time. 

[Cooking  Comer) 

Baked  Risotto  Primavera 

1  tablespoon  extra-virgin  olive  oil; 
2  medium  onions,  chopped  (about 
1  -1/2  cups);  1  cup  short-  or  medium- 
grain  brown  rice;  3  cloves  garlic, 
minoed;  1/2  cup  dry  white  wine;  two 
14-1/2-ounoe  cans  reduced-sodium 
chicken  broth  or3- 1/2  cups  vegetable 
broth;  8  ounces  asparagus,  ends 
trimmed,  cut  into  1-indi  pieces  (2 
cups);  1  cup  sugar  s\ap  peas  or  siow 
peasy  trimmed,  cut  into  1  -inch  pieces; 
1  cup  diced  red  beU  pepper  (1  me- 
dium); 1-1/2  cups  freshly  grated 
Parmesan  cheese  (3-1/2  ounces);  1/4 
cup  diopped  fresh  parsley;  1/4  cup 
chopped  fresh  chives;  1  to  2  tea- 
sfxxjns  freshly  grated  lemon  zest, 
preferably  organic  fredily  ground 
pepper  to  taste. 

Preheat  ovoi  to 425  degrees  F.  Heat 
olive  oil  in  a  Dutch  ovcti  or  o vaiproof 
deep  saute  pan  over  medium  heat 
Add  onions  and  cook,  stirring  ooca- 
sicvully,  until  softawd.  3  to  5  min- 
utes. 

Stir  in  brown  rice  and  garlic  Gx>k, 
stirring,  1  to  2  minutes.  Stir  in  vme 
and  simmer  until  it  has  mostly 
evaporated.  Add  brotti  and  bring  to 
a  IxmL  Cover  the  pan  and  transfer  to 
the  oven. 

Bake  until  the  rioe  is  just  tender,  50 
minutes  to  1  hour  Shortly  before  the 
risotto  is  done,  steam  asparagus, 
peas  and  bdl  pepper  until  crisp-len- 
der, about  4  minutes. 

Fold  the  steamed  vegetables, 
Parmesan,  parsley,  chives,  lemon 
zest  and  pepper  into  the  risotto. 
Makes  6  servings.  MtK 
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Child  Care  Center  in  Your  Neighborhood 


Serving  the  Needs  of  Children  2  to  5  Years 
Breakfast,  Lunch  and  Snacks  Served  Daily 

Potty  Training 
Quality  Teachers  with  Years  of  Experience 


Applications  Are  Now  Being  Accepted! 

Come  and  Hear  About  the  Exciting 
Learning  Opportunities  for  Your  Child! 

1st  Place  to  Start 
1252  Sunnydale  Ave. 
San  Francisco 
(415)  333-2659 

For  More  Information,  Please  Contact 
Sandra  Davis,  Executive  Director  at  (415)  333-2659 


MERGE  TRADITIONAL  MARKETING  SKILLS 
WITH  UP-TO-DATE  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 

Partner  with  Justyna  "Tina"  and  Anna  for  all  your  real  estate  needs 
and  you  will  get: 

^Traditional,  warm  personal  care  with  either  Tina  or  Anna  answering 
your  phone  calls  directly  •  not  voice  mall;  not  another  representative. 
^Answer  all  your  email  inquiries  within  the  same  day. 
*Get  you  the  answers  within  the  promised  approximate  time. 
^Provide  you  with  FREE  15-minute  consultants  by  referring  to 
appropriate  professionals  that  you  need,  such  as  contractors, 
accountants,  real  estate  attorneys,  etc. 

^Enroll  you  in  their  free  marltet  update  system  on  the  particular  housing 
market  of  your  interest. 
*And  more  (too  long  to  list) 

Justyna  is  a  local  resident  who  lives  in  Visrtacion  Valley.  She  would 
guard  your  house  value  as  much  as  treating  it  as  her  own.  Together 
with  Anna's  updated  computerized  marketing  system,  they  can  get 
you  buyers  from  around  the  whole  world. 

Justyna  speaks  fluent  Chinese  (Cantonese,  Mandarin  and  Shanghaiese). 
Anna  speaks  fluent  Indonesian. 


Anna  Gandamana 

Realtor 

Cell:  415-412-9141 

E:  anna@annasf.com 
www.annasf.com 


Justyna  To  "Tina" 

Realtor 

Cell:  415-830-1235 

E:  justynato@sbcglobal.net 
www.justynato.com 


100% 

Listing 
Sold 
Rate 
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Visitacion  Valley 
Police  Report 


Police  Cases 

Oct.  15  at  9:15  a.m.,  Bayview 
officers  responded  to  a  call  of  some- 
one bying  to  break  into  a  car  on  the 
200  block  of  Cambridge  Street.  An 
officer  spotted  the  getaway  vehicle 
on  Williams  Street  near  the  Bayview 
Stetioa  and  detained  the  occupants. 
A  witness  was  brought  to  where  tlie 
officer  had  the  possible  suspects  de- 
tained. The  witness  positively  iden- 
tified the  suspects  as  the  ones  that  he 
saw.  One  person  was  dted  and  re- 
leased for  misdemeanor  vandalism. 

*On  Oct  15  between  3  and  8  p.m., 
there  were  two  robberies  that  had 
similar  method  operand  in  the 
Portola  District  The  first  incident  oc- 
curred at  3  pjn.  on  the  700  block  of 
Burrows  Street  The  victim  got  out 
of  his  car  and  was  approached  by 
two  males  that  asked  if  he  had  a  cdl 
phone.  The  victim  said  "No,"  and 
was  then  punched  in  the  face  by  one 
of  the  suspects.  The  victim  fell  to  the 
ground,  and  the  two  suspects  went 
fi\rough  his  pocket  and  took  his  wal- 
let. They  fled  in  a  maroon  Dodge 
Durango.  The  victim  suffered  from 
swelling  to  his  face  from  the  punch. 
The  second  incident  occurred  at  8 
pjn.  on  Silver  Avenue  and  Amherst 
Street  The  victim  had  just  gotten  off 
the  bus  and  was  approached  by 
three  males.  One  of  the  males  put  his 
hand  over  the  victim's  mouth  and 
told  him  to  be  quiet.  The  victim  was 
thrown  to  the  ground.  The  remain- 
ing suspect's  took  the  victim's  wallet 
and  cell  phone  from  his  pocket  The 
suspects  fled  in  a  white  Japanese  se- 
dan. The  suspects  were  descnhed  as 
being  black  males  in  their  early  20s. 

•On  Oct  21  at  10:1 1  a.m.,  police 
tailed  to  the  San  Bruno  Avenue  Fair 
were  notified  that  a  person  with  a 
pit  bull  at  San  Bruno  Avenue  and 
Bacon  Street  was  threatening  to  sic 
the  dog  on  horses  at  the  pony  ride  as 
well  as  throwing  debris  at  them. 
When  the  police  located  the  man  he 
had  an  open  container  of  malt  liquor, 
and  was  dearly  intoxicated.  He  was 

(Grapevine  Classified] 

rrs  NCfT  SMART  to  do  noOimg  when  you  hawe 

somethngnegaCwryajrlfe  The  ssue  somehow 

^ieds  and  beoomese«>t»d/s  pfcblem 

"Gedng  nencusandupsel 

Teeing  sbtcn  aregular  bass. 
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■Caitsteep 

"Snpty  not  h  a  happy  frame  of  mhcl 
iWiern  rnakrglhenghlchaces 
Hyou  areexpenencng  any  of  thesesymptoms,  we 
need  to  (£*  wth  you  Vstecjon  Valley  Jotjs, 
Educaiton  and  Trarng  center  olfefs  advocacy  and 
metiationseMces  iBlabng  tiaJ  types  of  quaity-oMfe 
Bsues  CoufUnanctetedfrogiansavafebe  Ser/ce 
andErustBOLroDnim(mertt)lheccnmin(y  Ccntad 
Marpne  Ann  Wiams.Counsefcr 31(415)239-2877 
WCC  BOARD  MEETINGS:  VertacxKi  Valley 
Community  Cenler  (WCC)  regular  monthly 
Board  meetings,  held  the  4th  Thursday  of  each 
nxxith  at  6  p.m ,  except  December  and  May,  are 
open  to  the  public  Board  members  are  selected 
by  the  members  ot  the  community  center  with 
dues  currently  paKJ,  at  the  Annual  Membership 
meeting  held  the  3fd  Saturday  in  May  each  year 
Any  vacancies  that  occur  on  the  Board  due  lo 
uncompteted  3-yearlemis  of  membershparefited 
by  appointmentcrfihe  remaining  Boanj  members 
Al  least  75%  of  our  Board  members  must  reside  in 
Visitacion  Valley  Persons  interested  m  Board 
membership  are  encouraged  to  send  a  letter  of 
interest  to  Board  Orectors  DevelopmenI 
Committee,  VsitaoonValteyCommunity  Center, 
50  Raymond  Avenue,  San  Francsco,  CA 
94134  Please  tetthe  Board  knowwhat  you  could 
contnbute  that  will  enhance  and  improve  our 
organization  for  better servcetoourcommunity 
You  will  be  contacted  and  your  letter  will  be 
submittedtolheBoardferoonsiderEtonaleitherlhe 
next  Annual  electKXi  or  of  any  available  open 
positions  that  might  oocufwithin  the  coming  year 
VOLUNTEERS  WANTED  for  WCC  After 
School  Program  b  tutor  children  ages  5- 1 4  at  one 
'  of  our  11  sites  in  the  Visitacion  Valley  area 
Interested  persons  contact  Dee  Smith,  WCC 
After  School  coordinator  (415)  5&5-2059 
GRAPEVINE  DISPLAY  ADVERTISING: 
new  limiied-time  rales  Full  Page  $60, 1/2  Page 
$33.75,  IMPageSIS  75.  l/BPageSlO,  1/12Pa9e 
$e,1/16Page$6  Generous  dscount  for  three  or 
mae  nsertMns  Call  (415)  467-9300  fa  more 
detais  Cbssffied:20wc«lsfor$l  Extraliie50 
oerls  AdandpaymentshouldberecewedbylSth 
erf  pnor  month  at  Visitaoon  VaBey  Grapevine,  50 
RaymoTKJAve.SanFranosooCA  91134. 


asked  for  identification  and  he  re- 
sponded, "Whatdid  Ido?  Whydon't 
you  go  find  a  murderer?"  The  man 
gave  the  police  a  name  but  a  record 
could  not  be  found.  He  was  booked 
for  public  intoxication  under  the 
name  of  John  Doe 
"On  Oct  21  at  10:56  a.m.,  at  Baoan 
Street  and  San  Bmno  Avenue,  offic- 
ers attempted  to  pull  over  a  Fird)ird 
for  a  nninor  traffic  violation.  The 
Firebird  sped  away  and  ran  stop 
signs  to  evade  police.  A  pursuit  was 
not  initiated  because  of  concern  for 
the  public's  safety.  The  Firebird  was 
located  parked  in  a  grassy  field  of 
McLaren  Park  near  Harvard  Street. 
The  Firebird  tore  the  grass  up.  The 
passenger  was  quickly  detained. 
The  driver  was  missing.  Additional 
units  arrived  on  scene  and  searched 
the  area.  Witnesses  told  the  police 
that  they  saw  the  driver  running 
away  from  the  car  and  disrobing 
so  he  would  not  be  as  easily  recog- 
nized. The  suspect  was  located  in  a 
parking  lot  of  McLaren  Park  and 
was  detained.  He  was  driving  with 
a  suspended  license-  The  driver  was 
charged  with  numerous  traffic  vio- 
lations and  felony  vandalism  for  rip- 
ping up  the  grass.  The  passenger 
was  released. 

"On  Oct  24  at  1 :44  p.m.,  an  officer 
and  posse  on  the  100  block  of 
BIythdale  Avenue  saw  a  man  in 
violation  of  a  court  order  directing 
him  to  stay  away  from  the 
Sunnydale  Housing  Development 
The  Hunters  Point  nei^borhood 
man  was  arrested  and  booked  at 
Ingleside  Stabon.  At  1 :44  p.m.  on  the 
first  block  of  Desmond  Street,  offic- 
ers contacted  two  men  as  they  sat 
on  a  staircase.  One  man  had  an 
opened  beer  can.  The  San  Francisco 
man  was  in  possession  of  a  crack 
pipe.  He  wasdted  for  the  offense.  At 
7:45  p.m.  on  Santos  Street  at 
Brookdale  Avenue,  an  officer 
stopped  a  man  as  he  ran  from  uni- 
formed officers.  The  man  had  a 
loaded  pistol  tudced  into  his  waist- 
band. The  Sunnydale  ndg^iborhood 
man  was  booked  at  In^eside  Sta- 
tioa  At  about  8:20  p.m.  shots  were 
fired  on  the  200  block  of  Rey  Street 
A  27  year-old  resident  of  that  block 
was  struck  in  the  leg  by  a  bullet  Her 
wound  is  not  life  threatening.  The 
suspects  were  described  as  three 
black  male  teenagers  in  a  dark  col- 
ored Ford  Taurus.  At  820  p.m.on 
BIythdale  Avenue  and  Hahn  Street 
while  investigating  the  shooting  de- 
scribed above,  officers  stopped  a  car. 
The  driver  was  takoi  into  custody 
for  a  South  San  Frandsco  warrant 
The  San  Frandsco  woman  was 
booked  at  Ingleside  Statioa 
Police  Summaries 

•Od  16  1600  Sunrrydaie  Ave .  burglary  of  apal- 

ment  house,  un&wfiJ  entry 

•Oct  16.  Woobe/  St  near  Somerset  St.  stolen 

aubmobie 

•Qd  17  1800  block  o(  Sunnydale  Aw .  resrienti^ 
bugaky,  entry  via  unlocked  window,  desktop  com 
puterstoten. 

•Oct  17  100  block  of  Schwerin  Street  resdentiai 

burglary,  TV  and  computer  taken 

•Oct  17  Santos  St  aid  Brookdale  Ave  .  stolen 


VBhide,  '89  Toyrta 

'Oct  17  200  block  ot  Blythd*  Ave ,  recovered 
vchde.  t)5  NGsan 

•Od  17  Mansel  and  Somerset  Sts .  possessnn  o( 
maquana 

'Od  17  1500  Sunnydale  Ave ,  twrglary  ot  resi- 
dence, lorctole  entry 

*0d  18  Geneva  Ave  near  Brookdale  Ave ,  bur- 
glary d  residence,  irlawful  entry 
•Od  19  1500  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave ,  readentel 
burglary 

•Od  19  2000  block  of  SurYiydaie  Aw ,  arson  of  a 
vehicte 

'Od  19  3800  block  of  San  Bruno  Aw,  fraud  case 
'Od  19  Bacon  and  Har«on  Sts,  stolen  automobile 
•Od  19  BnBsets  and  Felton  Sts ,  robbery,  bodJy 
fefoe 

'Od  2Q  Bacon  St  and  Sai  Bruno  Ave ,  mafcaouus 
medief,  vandafsm 

*0d  21  Sirnydale  Ave  and  Hahn  St,  aggravated 
assaul  with  gun 

•Od21  Karen  a  near  Somerset  St,  siplenaulomo- 
bie 

•Od  22  1600  Sunnydale  Ave ,  burglary  o(  res^ 
dence,  ifi^W  entry 

•Od23  San Bnro near Cafnpbel Aw, petty Iheft 
from  locked  ajlD 

'Od  23  Teddy  Aw  near  AJpha  St,  burglary  of 
resdenoe.  forcbe  entry 

•Od23  Frsl  Block  d  Desmond  St,  possessnn  of 
narcotics  paraphemala 

*0d  23  Sawyer  St  between  Leland  aid  Vstecon 
Aves ,  robbery  on  street  strDngann 

*0d  24  100  block  of  Teddy  Aw ,  restJenDal  bt/- 
glary,  front  door  forced  open,  cash  and  pwelry  taken 

•Od  24  200  block  d  Rey  St,  aggravied  assaul 
shooljng 

"Od  24:  1600  Sunnydale  Aw ,  (obbery  on  street 
stiwigarm 

•Od  24  hHam*on  and  Bacon  Sis ,  petty  theft  from 
locked  auto 

"Od  25  Sunnydale  Aw  and  Desmond  Si,  evadrig 
a  pofce  offioer  (motonst  r  Toyote  Sdara  fled  the  pofce) 

'Od  26, 100  btock  of  Brrokdale  Aw ,  batery 

■Od  26,  340  p m,  Fisl  btock  of  Lefand  Ave ,  man 
arrested  tor  dornestc  vdence 

'Od  26,  Toga  Aw  aid  Rutland  Si,  petty  theft  torn 
unlocked  auto 

•Od  26:  1.30  pm.,  Lefand  Aw  and  Rutbnd  St, 
aggravated  assaiil  wtti  bod^  force 

'Od  26  200  block  d  Lebnd  Aw.,  Rutland  St,  at- 
tempted robbery  with  bod^  toroe 

•Od  26  4  pm,Un*biockofBrookd*Aw,res^ 
denttal  burglary 

'Od  26  6  pm,  Unlbbckd  Raymond  Aw.,  resK 
denttal  burglary 

'Od  26:  745  pm ,  Unit  block  ol  Garrison  Aw, 
domestc  violence 

'Od26  1l>27pm,VelasooandSantosSfc,aggra- 
vatedassaut  twvictmsshdastheysalrlhercar 
'Od  27  Hahn  St  nea  Sunn/ialeAw ,  battery 
'Od  27  1600  bbck  of  Sunnydale  Aw ,  burglary  of 
resdence,  fefctile  entry 

'Od  27  Santcs  St  and  Vefesco  Aw,  robbery  on 
street  with  QUI 

•Od27  SctiwennSt  and  Garrison  Aw,  battery 
'Od27  Santos  St  near  Suirrydale  Aw,  grand  theft 
pursesnatch 

*0d  27  3:30  a  m,  Grad  and  Ward  Sis ,  domestic 
volence, 

•Qd  27  930  am.  Unit  block  ol  Brookdale  Aw , 
domestc  volence 

"Od  27  7  pm,  Sdwem  St  and  Velasco  Aw , 
aggravated  assaul 

•Od27  1130pm,SchwemStandVebscoAw, 
amed  robbery,  one  susped  Asen  male,  dressed  n 
black 

*0d  27  1600  bbck  of  Smnydate  Aw ,  rape  sus- 
pect, tMO  black  males 

•Od  28  Wad  and  Bnjsseb  St,  grand  theft  from 
locked  auto. 

■Od  28.  5  pm.,  200  btock  ol  Santos  St,  Bayview 
man  arrested  for  viobflon  ol  stayaray  order 

'Od  28  7  45  pm,  1700  block  ol  Sunnydale  Aw, 
woman  arrested  tor  medemeanor  SF  wanait 

'Od  28  8.20  pm  .  Unit  bkx*  d  Rey  St,  robbery, 
suspect  a  black  male  threatened  vctim  with  hammer 

"Od  29  2  am. ,  1 000  bbck  d  Goettngen  Si ,  dcmes- 
be  violence 

"Od  29  4  55  p  m ,  900  bbck  d  Somereet  Si ,  Vsiaoon 
\^ley  man  dted  for  akwirig  hs  dog  to  aOack  another 
dcg 

'Od  29  San  BoinoAw  neerHarkness  Aw,  petty 
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theft  from  locked  auto 

'Od  29  San  Bono  Aw  new  Harkness  Aw-,  ma- 

Iqous  mediid,  vandabsm  ol  vehdes 

'Od  29  Felton  aid  Goettngen  Sis ,  stolen  automo- 

bfe 

'Od30  1600  bbck  dSunnyd*  Aw,  buigbryd 

apatment  house,  foniile  entry 

•Od  30  12  noon,  1400  bbck  d  Sunnydete  Aw , 

Visiacon  \^lley  man  anested  for  domestic  violence 

*0d  30  1 15  pm ,  1700  bbck  of  SurYiyd*  Aw , 

Vbiaoon  Valley  nan  arrested  for  Daly  City  felony 

warranl 

•Od  30  3  p. m,  Rutland  a  and  Artela  Aw ,  Patterson 
man  arrested  for  Solano  Canty  warrant 
'Od  30  9  50  p  m ,  3700  btock  d  Sai  Bmno  Aw , 
resdenlial  burglary 

'Od  30  100  bbck  d  Tucker  Aw ,  (ea?wrBd  w- 
hcte,  TO  Toyota  Corofe 

•Od  31  Fist  block  d  Btythdale  Aw ,  rd)bery  on 
sheet  with  gun 

'Od  31  2  40  a  m.,  600  btock  ol  Velasco  Aw , 
resdentiat  buglary,  susped  was  black  m*  25-30 
years  old 

'Od31  130  pm,  1700  btock  dSurviydafe  Aw, 
resdenlial  burglary 

•Nov  1  100  btock  d  BIythdate  Aw,  aggravated 
assaul  wth  bodly  force 

1  Brookd*Aw  and  Santos  Si,  grand  theft 
from  person 

•Nov  1  San  Bruno  Aw.  and  Woobey  St,  stolen 
aubmobie 

•Nov  1  3  45  p.m,  Santos  Si  and  Brookdale  Aw, 
Vstecon  \yey  )uwnie  arrested  fa  grand  theft  and 
narcotics  charges 

•Nov  1  6  55  p.m.,  Hahn  St  and  Vsrtaaon  Aw , 
Veitacon  woman  anested  on  Daly  City  P.D 
warranl 

•Nov  1  1040  pm.,  Unil  btock  dBtyttid*  Aw, 
VBtacxxi  \^ley  man  anested  for  domestic  violence 
•Nov  1  200  bbck  d  Desmond  St,  stolen  whde, 
95  Honda  CMC 

•Nov  2  5  50  pm,  Sunnydale  Aw  and  Hahn  Si, 
Mssion  Ostnd  man  arrested  for  S  F  naroobcs  war- 
rail 

•Nov  3  2:15  pm,  100  btock  d  Brookdale  Aw , 
Veiacnn  \^le/ juwnfe  died  for  stolen  vehde 
•Nov  3  540  am,  1900  bbck  d  Sinnydate Aw, 
domestc  violence 

*Nov  3  8  40  p  m ,  1400  Sunnydale  Ave .  shots 
fifed 

1^  3  Merrj  and  Hale  Sts,  robbery  on  stredwih 
gui 

•Nov  3  Bacon  and  Hamiton  Sts  ,  stolen  automdafe 
•TJov  3  Woobey  and  Giad  SS ,  aggravated  as- 
saul with  bocfly  force 

•Nov  3  Wootsey  and  Girad  Sis ,  possession  d 
narodcs  paraphemala 

•Nov  3.  Sofiierset  near  Mansel  Si,  aggravated 

assail  wth  deady  iwapon 

•Nov  4  San  Bono  Aw  nea  HarVness  Aw ,  ma- 

ioous  mGchef,  breakng  wrdows 

1^  5  SanBojnoAw  and  Bacon  St.  possession 

d  base/rock  cocare 

•Nov  5.  ifil  bbck  d  Leland  Aw ,  battery 

•Nov  5  200  btock  d  Teddy  Aw ,  stoten  automobte 


•Ntw  6  8  40am.  Unit  btock  of  BIythd*  Aw , 
Vstaixi  \^leyjuwiie  cited  tor  battery  and  dEtjrt>- 
ing  the  peace 

•Nov  6  12  noon.  100  t*xk  d  Cora  SI,  Visiaxn 
\^  man  arrested  for  domesbc  violenoe 
•Nov  6  11 15pm,  1800 bbck dSurvTydaleAve. 
domestc  vdence 

•Nov6  200bb(*dTeddyAw, stolen vthcte, 89 
Toyota  Camry. 

•Nov  6  300  bbck  d  Sunrce  Way,  reocNered  w- 
hcte,%Acura  Integra 

■Nov  6  Btytfid^Aw  and  Hahn  St,  assaul 
*Nov  6  Cirad  Si  nea  Bacon  St,  maioous  me- 
che^,  graffib. 

•Nov?  140  pm,  1540  Sunnydete  Aw,  Vsiaoon 
\(^ley  man  and  Tendertoin  man  arrested  on  gun 
charges 

1*)v  7  San  BrunoAw,  nea  Burrows  Si,  burgbry, 
store  under  construction,  forcble  entry 

"Nov  7  Felon  St  near  Bnjssefe  Si  ,  sbten  automo- 
bte 

■NovS  3.33pm, lOObtockdSritlaiSl.Vslatxn 
\^  man  anested  for  fetony  S  F  wanant 

•NovS  125  p.m,  1800  Hock  dSimydate  Aw. 
attempted  armed  robbery 

•rfov9  215  pm,  Rey  and GarBOnS&.Antodi 
man  arrested  tor  bespassinQ 
•Nov  9  3 15  pm,  200  block  of  BIythdale  Ave. 
residential  burglary 

•Nov  10  840  a  m,  100  bbck  d  Rey  Si,  aggra- 
vated assaul 

•Nov  10  1226  pm,  100  bbck  d  CartnJge  Si, 
Portia  Oislhcl  man  arrested  for  domestc  vtofenceand 
nanxitics  charges 

•Nov  11  5am,2100btockofBayshorBBhd.. 
Bayview  man  anested  fa  domestic  violence 
•New  11  6:43am, 2800  bbckdSan8n«)Aw. 
BayviM  man  anested  fa  dnvng  LrtJer  tfie  riftoence. 
•Nov  11  1035am,  leOObtockdSumy^lateAw,, 
Veiacon  ^*ley  man  anested  for  domeslic  vdenoe 
•Nov  11  11  a  m ,  100  btock  of  BIylhdate  Aw., 
resdenbal  burg^ 

•Nov  11  840  pm..  Unit  bbck  d  Leland  Aw.  at- 
tempted amed  robbery 

•New  11  600btockdSa«yerSt,stctenwhcte,80 
Toyda&uck 

•Nov  12  750  am  ,  McLaenParKlhreejJwnies 
admonshed  for  possessng  ar  guns 

•Nov  12  1240  pm,  BrookdateAw.  and  Santas 
St ,  Vsitaaon  Valey  luvenife  ated  for  possessng 
maiuana  and  resGtrg  anesl 

•Nov.  1 2  3  30  p  m ,  1 00  btock  of  Bnttai  Si ,  Veiacon 
\^tey  *oman  anested  for  fetony  battery 

•Nov  12  930  pm ,  100  btock  d  Brookdafe  Aw., 
Hunters  Port  Dstnct  woman  cted  fa  vcbthg  a  axft 
cfder 

"New  12  12  40  am ,  3600  btock  d  Meson  St.. 
stroig  am  robbery 

•Nov  12  745  pm,  1900  btock  dSuriiydate  Aw. 
domestic  viobnce 

•Nov  12  1800  block  d  Burrows  St ,  recovered 
vehdes,  '96  Honda  Cmc 
Sofh  Ceptain  Denis  Oleary  of  Inglesfde  Stafion 
and  Captain  Albeft  Pardini  ot  Bayview  Station 
contituted  to  this  report 


VISITACION  VALLEY 
DENTAL  OFFICE 

Albert  Kuan,  D.D.S. 


10  Percent  Senior  Discount 

37  Leland  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134 

Monday  thru  Friday:  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
Closed  on  Thursday 

Phone  239-5500 
for  an  appointment 
Cantonese  Spoken 


ST  JAMES  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

240  Leland  Ave.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94134 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Jerry  O.  Resus,  Minister 

Church  School  Classes:  9:15  a.m. 
Sunday  Worship  Service:  10:30  a.m. 
Wednesday  Bible  Study:  11:00  a.m. 
Friday  Bible  Fellowship:  7:30  p.m. 
Saturday  Choir  Rehersal:  10:00  a.m. 

You  arc  cordially  welcome  Co  join  us  for  cludy,  worctilp* 
fellowship  and  service.  We  seek  to  teach  the  Bible  and  lo  , 
Oft  up  Jesus  Christ  so  He  can  draw  all  persons  to  Himself. 

Come  to  Church  This  Week 


Diabetes  Education  Launched  in  ttie  Bayview  and  Hunters  Point  Community 


h\/AnhLe 

The  Arthur  H.  Coleman  Medical 
Center  has  launched  a  new  Dia- 
betes Education  Program  for  resi- 
dents in  San  Francisco's  Bayview 
and  Hunters  Point  community. 

Dr.  Marilyn  Metz,  the  family 
medicine  physician  at  the 
Colefnan  Medical  Center,  gave  a 
special  presentation  on  the  Diabe- 
tes Education  Program  during  the 
Network  for  Elders'  Bayview  and 
Hunters  Point  District  Advisory 
Council  meeting  on  Oct.  12. 

Dr.  Metz  talked  about  the 
program's  scries  of  eight  weekly 
classes,  which  began  on  Sept.  24. 
Designed  primarily  for  adults 
witli  diabetes,  the  free  classes  pro: 
vide  essential  information  cover- 
ing the  causes  and  consequences 
of  diabetes,  how  to  prevent  its 
complications,  and  how  to  live  a 


long,  healthy,  and  active  life  with 
diabetes. 

The  classes  are  taught  by  Dr, 
Metz  and  Marsha  Nottage,  a  reg- 
istered nurse  and  certified  diabe- 
tes educator. 

Dr.  Metz  said  that  there  are  two 
types  of  diabetes.  In  Type  1  diabe- 
tes, the  disease  usually  occurs  in 
childhood,  when  the  afflicted 
young  perstin's  body  loses  the  abil- 
ity to  produce  insulin.  People  with 
Type  1  diabetes  must  take  insulin 
shots  for  the  rest  of  tlieir  lives,  and 
—  short  of  tissue  transplantation 
with  insulin-making  cells  —  there 
is  no  cure  for  this  type  of  diabetes. 

In  Type  2  diabetes,  usually  re- 
ferred to  as  Adult  Onset  Diabetes, 
the  body  loses  the  ability  to  use 
the  insulin  that  the  pancreas,  an 
internal  organ,  produces.  At  the 
cellular  level  in  Type  2  diabetes, 


the  body  becomes  resistant  to  in- 
sulin, and  that  results  in  hi^  lev- 
els of  sugar  that  continuously  cir- 
culate in  the  blood;  these  abnor- 
mally high  blood  sugar  levels 
cause  damage  to  the  body's  blood 
vessels.  The  healthy  range  for  the 
sugar  level  in  the  blood  should  be 
between  60  and  150. 

Type  2  diabetes  can  be  treated 
with  prescription  medication.  Dr. 
Metz  stated  that  it  is  also  ad- 
dressed through  weight  loss, 
sound  control  of  diet,  and  regular 
exercise.  If  a  person  is  overweight, 
the  issue  of  body  weight  should 
be  dealt  with.  Dr  Metz  empha- 
sized the  importance  of  eating  a 
healthy  diet.  A  diet  which  includes 
at  least  20  grams  of  fiber  daily  is 
important.  Regular  exercise  can 
include  walking,  and  simple  exer- 
cises to  build  and  maintain  the 


California  New  Home  Market  Shows  No  Improvement 


SACRAMENTO  -  The  pace  of 
home  sales  at  California  new- 
home  communities  remained 
sluggish  in  September,  the  Califor- 
nia Building  Industry  Association 
reported  today. 

The  monthly  CBIA/Hanley 
Wood  Market  Intelligence  (HWMI) 
New  Home  Sales  and  Pricing  Re- 
port showed  that  new  home  sales 
in  September  were  45  percent  be- 
low September  2006,  similar  to  the 
year-over-year  decline  seen  last 
month.  During  September,  3,394 
homes  and  condominiums  were 
sold  in  the  subdivisions  tracked 
by  Costa  Mesa-based  HWMI, 
compared  to  6,220  in  September 
2006.  Sales  of  single  family  homes 
dropped  by  39  percent,  sales  of 
townhomes  and  "plexes"  -  du- 
plexes, triplexes,  etc.  -  were  down 
36  percent  and  sales  of  condomini- 
ums were  down  65  percent. 

Compared  with  the  same  period 
last  year,  the  median  base  price  of 
homes  sold  dropped  by  9.7  percent. 

Non-seasonally  adjusted  total 


new  home  sales  were  1  percent 
lower  than  levels  seen  in  August, 
although  it  is  not  unusual  for  Sep- 
tember to  show  a  slower  pace  of 
sales  activity  than  August.  Me- 
dian prices  statewide  were  about 
5  p>ercent  lower  than  in  August. 

Jonathan  Dienhart,  Director  of 
Published  Research  for  HWMI, 
said  the  slow  pace  of  sales  largely 
reflects  the  ongoing  credit  prob- 
lems in  the  mortgage  market  and 
lagging  consumer  confidence. 

"The  problems  relating  to  credit 
availability  don't  seem  like  they 
will  be  resolving  themselves  in  the 
near  future,"  Dienhart  said.  "Un- 
til we  have  stabilization  in  the 
broader  market  of  real  estate- 
backed  securities,  access  to  financ- 
ing will  remain  restrictive  for 
many  potential  homebuyers." 

Robert  Rivinius,  CBlA's  Presi- 
dent and  CEO,  agreed,  and  said  the 
continued  decline  in  sales  should 
put  added  pressure  on  Congress 
to  enact  overdue  reforms  this  year 
to  help  California  homebuyers  ob- 


tain mortgages. 

"In  both  2006 and  2007,  the  House 
of  Representatives  has  passed  by 
strong  bipartisan  margms  bills  to 
increase  Federal  Housing  Admin- 
istration (FHA)  mortgage  limits  to 
make  these  valuable  mortgages 
more  available  in  Califomia.  Unfor- 
tur\ately,  the  Senate  failed  to  act  last 
year  and  so  far  has  failed  to  bring  a 
refomi  measure  to  the  floor  this  year 
as  well,"  Rivinius  said. 

"There  is  still  a  chance  that  the 
Senate  wall  take  action  in  Decem- 
ber after  the  Thanksgiving  recess, 
and  we  urge  senators  to  pass  this 
and  other  reforms  this  year." 

Dienhart  notes  that  beyond 
credit  struggles,  consumers  are 
also  very  wary  about  home  pur- 
chasing in  general.  "Many  would- 
be  home  buyers  have  taken  them- 
selves out  of  the  market  because 
they  see  it  as  too  risky,  and  until 
this  perception  improves,  we  will 
continue  to  experience  a  degree  of 
paralysis  in  the  new  and  existing 
home  markets." 


bod/s  muscle  strength. 

Dr  Metz  stated  that  the  preva- 
lence of  Type  2  diabetes  has  in- 
creased by  more  than  70  percent 
in  the  last  decade.  African  Ameri- 
car\s  and  Native  Americans  carry 
more  than  twice  the  risk  of  incur- 
ring diabetes  than  other  groups. 
Latinos  and  people  of  Asian  and 
Pacific  Islander  descent  also  have 
higher  risks  of  developing  diabe- 
tes. 

Symptoms  of  diabetes  include 
unintentional  weight  loss,  in- 
creased thirst,  increased  urina- 
tion, blurry  vision,  fatigue,  and 
tingling  or  numbness  in  the 
hands  and  feet  (due  to  neuropa- 
thy). Possible  long  term  compli- 
cations from  diabetes  include 
blindness,  kidney  failure,  and  am- 
putation of  toes  or  a  leg.  Diabetes 
also  substantially  increases  the 
risk  of  stroke  and  heart  attack. 

The  Diabetes  Education  classes 
will  continue  at  the  Coleman  Medi- 
cal Center  on  an  ongoing  basis.  To 
obtain  information  or  to  register  for 
the  classes,  please  contact  Marsha 
Nottage,  RN,  CDE  at  The  Arthur 
H.  Coleman  Medical  Center,  6301 
Third  St.,  1st  Floor,  Scin  Francisco, 
CA  94124,  (415)467-1400. 

Network  for  Elders  provides  free 
Information,  Referral  Services,  and 
Assistcinoe  for  Seniors  and  People 
with  Disabilities  at  the  following 
Resource  Centers  in  San  Francisco: 
^Network  for  Elders  Bayview  and 
Hunters  Point  Resource  Center; 
(415)  401-7200 

*Network  for  Elders  Visitacion 
Valley  /  Exelsior/  Portola  Resource 
Center  (415)  330-1789 

•Network  for  Elders  Oceanview  / 
Mission  /  Ingleside  /  St.  Francis 
Wood  /  Miraloma  Park  Resource 
Center.  (415)  587-7500. 

T)ie  Network  for  Bdefs  provides  information, 
assstanoe,  and  r^errafe  tor  Senas  and  Pefsons 
with  Disabilities  in  the  Ba/view/ Hunters  Point 
community,  please  contact  (415)401-7200  In 
the  Vsitaoon  Vaitey '  Portola/  Exoetekx  commu- 
nity, ptease  contact  (4 1 5)  330-1 789 
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Mayor  Launches 
Task  Force  to  Deal 
With  Open  Space 
In  the  21st  Century 

Joined  by  some  of  the  brightest 
minds  in  urban  planning  and  de- 
velopment. Mayor  Gavin  Newsom 
on  Nov,  15  launched  his  Open 
Space  Task  Force, 

Conceived  and  coordinated  by 
the  Neighborhood  Parks  Council 
( N  PC),  (he  task  force  is  cha  rged  with 
creating  a  vision  for  the  planning 
of  San  Francisco's  open  spaces  in 
the  21st  century. 

"Preserving  San  Francisco's  open 
spaces  is  vital  to  maintaining  a 
healthy  environment  and  promot- 
ing healthy  neighborhoods  for  our 
residents,"  said  Mayor  Newsom. 
"Drawing  upon  the  creativity  and 
experience  of  experts  in  our  com- 
munity, we  hope  to  develop  far- 
reaching  recommendations  to  ad- 
dress the  needs  of  our  changing 
urban  landscape." 

San  Francisco  has  over 200  nei^- 
borhood  parks  that  are  enjoyed  by 
thousands  of  local  residents  and 
visitors. 

In  creating  the  Open  Space  Task 
Force,  the  Mayor  aims  to  develop  a 
comprehensive  plan  for  acquiring 
and  maintaining  the  city's  open 
spaces. 

"This  is  a  tremendous  opportu- 
nity to  seize  the  advantages  that 
open  spaces  provide  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  really  create  a  world 
class  city  for  the  next  30  years  and 
beyond,"  said  Isabel  Wade,  Execu- 
tive Director  of  the  Neighborhood 
Parks  Council. 

The  task  force  will  seek  to  im- 
prove park  maintenance,  support 
environmental  sustainability, 
and  secure  capital  funding. 

Working  with  community  in- 
put, the  task  force  will  also  forge 
partnerships  with  local  non-prof- 
its and  volunteers  to  best  meet 
the  needs  of  the  community. 
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Hope  Creates  Health 

WORLD  AIDS  DAYreminds  usthatHIV/AIDS  treatment  and  prevention  h^we  cornea 
long  v/ay.  Your  health  be^gins  with  yoa  and  so  does  the  health  pfyour  family  and  community. 


W«  fHOvid«: 
Testng  ar>d  0:tJn*?fing 
CareCcofdiristors 
■Reatment  Group* 
Mortal  Heattti  ServKes 


We  can  help  you  find: 
►/edica)  Caw 
Finaniia  I  Assist  jr*:^ 
ftBrmsiyOC'nsjttslJon 
Hutrrtton  Consultation 
Housing,  Food  CJDthIng 


Soulhe.3St  Partnership  for  Health  can  help  you  and  yours  with  healthy  Irving  and  HIV^AIDS  carfe 
We  offer  confidential  services  at  no  cost  to  you  Call  us  at  1  (fiOO)  311  -5051 


SOUTHEAST  PARTNERSHIP  for  HEALTH 


^  Bayw€w  Hunters  Point  ftH»ndatiQn  •  BUck  Coalition  on  AIDS  •  SoMttwast Health  Center 
«  UC5F360  Positive  Cafe  Center -^tawne  Hatl  Health         •WestsideCmnjnity  Services 


Southeast  Center  of  Escellente  1676  Newcomb  Ave  San  Francisco. CA 
Tel  1 800'  311 -505  I  oi  '4  1  :'i  6^5-0704  Faju:  i4  I  695-28^9 


Center  of  Excellence 


www.south«astpartn«rship4heilth  org 
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^Baby  Boomers^ 


I  remember  those  little  license  now  combs  head  hair  forward 

plates  because  I  had  one  on  the  back  and  brows  backward,  and  looks 

of  MY  bike.  With  a  baseball  card  much  like  an  attractive  hedgehog, 

attached  by  a  clothespin  to  the  Balding  remedies  have  existed 

wheel's  spokes,  buzzing  like  a  mo-  for  years.  Hippocrates  developed 

torcydeas  I  peddled  like  crazy  with  one  made  of  onions,  horseradish, 


1876 

Match  clues  toansu'crs. 
He  made  the  first  successful  tele- 
phonecall  on  Mar.  lOby  saying  "Mr. 
Watson,  come  here,  1  want  you." 

2.  He  led  a  unit  of  300  calvary  sol- 
diers in  battle  on  June  25  and  lost 
against  the  allied  forces  of  Lakota, 
Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  numbering 
5000  warriors. 

3.  Presidential  election  held  on  Nov. 
7  had  him  eventually  declared  the 
winner 

4.  After  the  War  of  tfie  Triple  Alli- 
ance, this  country  made  peace  witii 
Argentina  on  Veb.  3. 

5.  Corrupt  New  York  politician  cap- 
tured in  Spain  and  later  tumed  over 
to  authorities  on  Nov  23. 

6.  Cyclone  struck  here  on  Oct.  31 
leaving  200,000  dead. 

7.  Baseball  organization  formed  on 
Feb.! 

8.  He  became  President  of  Mexico 
on  Nov.  29.. 

9.  Admitted  as  the  38th  U.S.  state 
on  Aug.  1.. 

1 0.  Railroad  bridge  disaster  on  Dec. 
29  left  92  dead. 

1 1 .  This  country  declared  war  on 
Turkeyon  July  1. 

12.  He  received  a  patent  on  Aug.  8 
for  his  mimeograph. 

A.  India 

B.  Paraguay 

C  Col.  George  Armstrong  Custer 
D.  National  League 

(As  4  M^Uet  of  F^ct) 

The  average  garden  snail  travels 
at  0.03  miles  per  hour 

**The  mackintosh  raincoat  was 
named  after  its  inventor,  Charles 
Mackintosh,  the  first  man  to  make 
truly  waterproof  fabrics. 

The  hottest  place  on  earth  is  Dallol, 
Ethiopia,  with  an  aruiual  mean  tem- 
perature of  94  degrees. 

"As  early  as  4000  B.C.,  ancient 
people  used  crude  pens  consisting 
of  hollow  straws  or  reeds  that  sup- 
ported a  short  column  of  liquid. 

Tne  Great  Pyramids  of  Egypt  are 
the  only  surviving  Wonder  of  the 
Ancient  World, 


E.  William  Tweed 
E  Thomas  Edison 

G.  Alexander  Graham  Bell 

H.  Serbia 

I.  Ashtabula  River 

J.  Rutherford  B.  Hayes 
K,  Colorado 
L.  Porfirio  Diaz 

'H-ll  'I-Ol  'M-6  '1-8  'Q-L 

[    Sez  \Vho?  ) 

Matdi  quotes  tospeakers- 

1.  "What  would  life  be  if  we  had 
no  courage  to  attempt  anything?" 

2.  "Truth  is  what  stands  the  test 
of  experience." 

3.  "The  price  of  greatness  is  re- 
sponsibility." 

4.  "People  who  fly  in  a  rage  always 
make  a  bad  landing." 

5.  "Opportunity  is  missed  by  most 
people  because  it  is  dressed  in  over- 
alls and  looks  like  work." 

6.  "A  bank  is  a  place  that  will  lend 
you  money  if  you  can  prove  that 
you  don't  need  it." 

7.  "There  are  people  who  have 
money  and  people  who  are  rich." 

8.  "Never  spend  your  money  be- 
fore you  have  it." 

9.  "Money  can't  buy  friends,  but  it 
can  get  you  a  better  dass  of  enemy" 

A.  Bob  Hope 

B.  Winston  Churchill 

C.  Spike  Milligan 

D.  Vincent  Van  Gogh 

E.  Thomas  Jefferson 

F.  Albert  Einstein 

G.  Coco  Chanel 

H.  Thomas  A.  Edison 

I.  Will  Rogers 

0-6'3-8'D-Z 
'V-9  'H-S  'I-b  '9-€      'a- 1  -^^iV 

^Grapevine  Five  Years  Ago^ 

NOVEMBER  2002 

"Visitacion  Valley  got  its  first  look 
at  the  City's  new  parking  meters 
when  workers  began  installing 
them  along  Leland  Avenue  on  the 
second  week  of  October 

'Visitadon  Valley  Jobs,  Education 
and  Training  programs  began  con- 
ducting workshops  on  how  to  get 
into  one  of  26  building  trade  a|> 
prenticeship  programs. 


Sump,  the  Gump 


b\fRix  Qiiinn 

and  Rosatinc  Ru^icro  Robeitsori 
Secret  Socie^ 

Over  the  vears,  I  have  talked  to  a  my  buddies,  off  we  went  into  our  and  pigeon  droppings.  Users 
number  of  fellow  Baby  Boomers  ^orid  of  imagination,  armed  with  named  this  fowl  mixture  "Why  Is 
about  what  they  did  to  entertain  our         and  ready  to  blaze  new  My  Girifriend  Vomiting? " 
themselves  when  they  were  kids,  trails.  Today,  however,  we've  got  won- 

and  it  turns  out  that  we  were  one  Generation  Gap  derhil  options  including  toupees, 

industrious  bunch.  There  were  no  Several  experts  say  generations  chemical  remedies,  and  hair  trans- 
electronic  games.  And  at  first,  we  beforeus  -  likeour  patents' Great-  plants.  So  don't  despair  There's  re- 
did not  even  have  television.         est  Generation  or  Silent  Generation  pair  out  there  somewhere  for  miss- 

What  we  had  was  the  ingenuity  _  shared  a  number  of  commonly  ing  hair  on  a  scalp  that's  bare, 
of  children  with  all  the  time  in  the  held  beliefs,  But  some  contend  that     Dear  Poor  Rix:  How  can  1  figure 
world  to  play  the  age  -  old  games  our  generation  has  been  divided,     out  how  long  I  will  live?  -  Ner- 
passeddownhx)mkidtokid.Itwas    First,  there  was  a  debate  by  young  vous 

a  time  for  escape  into  the  world  of  pien  to  grow  hair  long,  or  keep  it  Poor  Rix  asked  several  dead 
our  imagination.  We  walked  or  short  Then  the  generation  split  on  peopte  how  long  they  lived,  and 
rode  our  bikes  everywhere  we  Vietnam.  Then  on  educational  most  said  "not  long  enough." 
went,  and  we  were  all  part  of  a  "se-  goals.  Then  on  political  alliances.  The  average  life  expectancy  in 
cret  society"  in  which  grown-ups  short..we've  stayed  apart  too  the  U.S.  is  77.2  years.  So  if  you'r^ 
had  no  part  The  world  was  ours.  long.  But  as  we  age,  we  encounter  an  average  person  who's  77.1, 
Box  Tops  common  problems  wemust  reunite  schedule  that  annual  physical  real 

An  important  "riteof  passage"  for  to  solve,  like  Sodal  Security,  health  soon, 
kids  was  collecting  cereal  box  lops  care,  and  educating  the  generations    Here's  something  weird:  the 
to  send  away  for  a  "prize."  How  which  foUow  us.  older  you  get,  the  longer  you 

many  boxes  of  breakfast  cereal  did  por  whatever  time  is  left  to  us  -  might  live.  If  you're  75  right  now, 
we  consume  so  that  we  oould  get  perhaps  30  years  or  more  -  we  you  can  expect  to  live  11.5  more 
enough  box  tops  to  send  off  for  the  could  unite  to  change  society  for  the  years  if  you  avoid  high-risk  be- 
pnze  we  wanted  ...  a  prize  we  better  havior 

wanted  so  badly  that  we  would  Oum  mtcomss  your  questions  about  Saby  For  ir\stanc¥,  driving  a  big  car  is 
fustaboutdieif  wecouldn'thaveit?  Boomers  (those  txxn  from  1946-1964  E-mait)m  low  risk.  Trying  to  lift  one  is  high 

This  was  serious  stuff  to  a  littie  einiafjnn@chai1efnet  ^^^^  ^g^^j  pretty  dumb), 

kid,  because  for  a  Utile  bit  of  change  /       —  ~"  \    other  high-risk  activities  in- 

and  a  cereal  box  top,  a  kid  could  get  V  o  o  r      "K.!  X  ^.i^^^g  driving  without  a  seat  belt, 

some  really  amazing  things  to  play  ^      -f^lmanoe       J       diving  without  a  parachute, 

u,  r>  ru  and  showing  Up  at  a  political  con- 

More  memories  of  "box  top  tnjKaQumn  vention  wearing  campaign  but- 

prizes":  Once  the  money  was  col-     Dear  Poor  Rix:  I  looked  m  the  ^^^^^        ^j,^  opposite  parly, 
tected  and  the  box  top  was  care  mirror  yesterday  and  -  althougJi     ^-^        know  women  outlive 
fully  addressed,  stamped  and  '     l"st  23  -  Im  losing  my  ha.r!         .   fj^^        ^  ^ 
mailed  in,  then  came  the  fmstrat-  What  do  you  recommend?  -  his  wife,  and  she  laughed  like  crazy 
ing,  excruciatingly  eternal  wait.  *-""ey  Why  the  longevity  difference?  I 

Every  day  we  raced  to  the  mailbox  Poor  Rix  suggests  you  get  nd  of  interviewed  several  women,  who 
to  see  if  our  precious  package  had  your  mirror  said,  "  It's  because  we're  smarter." 

arrived.  '  understand  your  when  I  asked  guys  the  same ques- 

Whatkindofprizedidwereceive  plight,  for  Poor  Rix  sheds  moun-  tion,  they  said  Sie  dead  men  ''were 
as  our  reward?  It  might  have  been  tarns  of  hair  daily,  much  of  it  from  ^  ^ 

a  Captain  Midnight  Decoder  Ring,  the  head.  the  house'' 

or  how  about  a  magic  decoder  from    Curley  is  your  hair  really  reced-  back  in  1900  the  average 

a  comic  character's  secret  society?   mg?  Maybe  you  combed  it  differ-  jj^^  expectancy  was  only  47  3 
There  were  Sea  Monkeys,  X-Ray  enUy,  or  your  forehead  just  had  a  ^^^^^  decided  drop- 

glasses,  the  mysterious  Diving  Sub  growth  spu  rt.  j  ^^^^  ^       ^       ^  j 

or  Frogman  (that  we  filled  with     Take  this  quick  test:  Get  an  old  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^ 
baking  soda  and  watched  in  high  school  photo,  and  compare  it       better  care  of  themselves 
amazement  as  il  rose  in  the  water),  with  your  hairliiie  today  If  you  no-    ^a^j  ^  ^^^^  ^j^^^  ^ 

airplane  gUders,  detective  badges,  tice  major  mane  loss -or  if  hair  falls  lady  over  100  who  said  a  long  life 
rings  with  hidden  compartments,  on  the  photo  while  you  look  at  it  -  ^^^^^  f^^^  "working  hard,  eat- 
rings  with  siren  whistles,  sundial  you  might  try  remedial  action.  -  vegetables,  and  thinking  dean 
"watches,"  compass-and-magnifi-  Poor  Rix  personally  favors  the  thoughts  " 
ers,  truth  detectors,  signaling  de-  'comb-over"  In  this  evasive  ma-  p^^^  ^  ^as  foUowed  66  percent 
vioes,spaoegoggles,andcipherdisk  neuver,  one  simply  rearranges  ofthatadviw. 
decoders.  hair  to  cover  any  bald  spots.        ^  ^        ^     ,     .  ,     .  .  _^ 

We  might  have  saved  our  aUow-     I  oor  Kix  -  who^  eyebrows  have  .^^^      3,^.  _  ^^^^^ 
anoe  and  our  box  tops  to  get  a  Lone  grown  as  scalp  hair  has  flown  -  nxqum@Metnel 
Ranger  Mask,  a  stuffed  Tony  The 


Tiger  toy,  a  uniform  like  Rusty  wore 
on  Rin  Tin  Tin  (complete  with  ker- 
chief), a  Rin  Tin  Tin  Televiewer  v^ith 
24  3-D  Adventure  Slides,  or  an  offi- 
cial Rin  Tin  Tin  T-shirt.  There  were 
even  miniature  comic  books  that 
could  not  be  found  in  any  store  — 
for  only  1 5  cents  and  a  oer^  boxtop. 
Mone/s  Worth 

It's  hard  to  compare  the  prices  to- 
day with  those  in  our  childhood. 
Let's  take  a  "middle"  year  —  1955 
—  during  the  Baby  Boom,  which 
lasted  hx>m  1946-1964. 

Gasoline  was  a  little  less  than  25 
cents  a  gallon.  One  could  buy  a 
brand  new  car  for  under  $2,000. 
And  a  new  house  could  be  pur- 
chased for  under  $12,000. 

Will  we  ever  see  those  times 
again?  Not  likely.  But  also,  consider 
that  the  avera^  income  was  about 
$4300,  which  is  only  about  $83  a 
week 

More  Box  Tops 

Here's  more  information  on  "box 
top"  premiums:  from  1948  to  1957, 
one  of  the  most  popular  was  the 
Lone  Ranger  Atomic  Bomb  ring,  an 
adjustable  ring  with  a  two-piece 
aluminum  and  plastic  "bomb." 
(Wait  a  minute!  Cowboys  and 
atonuc  bombs?) 

If  I  had  to  choose  my  own  favorite 
mail-in  box  top  premium,  it  would 
be  the  nniniahire  license  plates  from 
each  state.  They  wereone-sixth  nor- 
mal size,  made  of  steel,  and  were 
exact  detailed  replicas  of  actual  li- 
cense plates  from  each  state.  Dur- 
ing the  same  year  the  state  license 
plates  were  released,  the  company 
also  released  31  foreign  license 
plates. 
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1  Cocoon  insect 

5  Former  Korean 

president 

9  Geneticletters 

12  Dunlin  bird 

13  Make  noble 

14  Edible  root 

15  Sayings  (suf.) 
I6V01 

1S  Having  (suf  .) 
20St)ou1 
21  Fonnula 

23  Fish  w«h  ban 

24  Buddhist  monk 
in  nirvana 

25  HeU  a  session 

26  0nerKe 
29  Trouble 


30  Mortar  mixer 

31  StxMhon«an 

32  River  into  No(t^ 
Sea 

33Cict8m 
34  Orientil 

36  tHom  (abbr.) 

37  Jot 
38Fetiih 

40  Fundamental 

41  Incense  ingredient 
43  Rubbish  (BriL) 
46AnecdatM  - 
47Woft((Sp.) 

46  U.S.  Oept  of 
AgricuNurs  (abbr.) 
49TendeciMls 

50  Comer 

51  Wampum 
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1  Greek  leOer 

2  Can'bbean  loard 

3  Card  game 

4  Abbey  (Sp.) 

5  Queen  (Fr.) 
eStag 

7  Sip 
8Educ« 

9  Old  English  gold 
piece 

10  National  (abbr.) 

11  Soul  or  spirt  (Fr) 
17  Flip 

19  Choose 
?1  Electnc  catfish 
22GiHlLito 
23  Hal  fish 
25  Pouch 


26  Bag 

27  Naic  (abbr.) 

28  Hawaoan  goose 
30  Mortar  beater 

33  Seimarli 

34  SA  sloths 

35  Rile  (2  words) 

36  Coniferous  tree 

37  Muslim  divorce 

38  Without  (Ger ) 

39  Semibc  deity 

40  Pmsum  (pref.) 

41  Pubic  vehicle 

42  0rbestonBr 
(abbr.) 

44  Food  and  Drug 
Admin,  (abbr.) 
45Cigarvtte  (BriL 
slang) 


ChOdren's  Programs  TamOy  News 

h/  Molly  Hassler 

*You're  Invited  to  Our  9th  Annual  Family  Feasb  For  nine  years 
now,  we  have  been  gathering  together  for  a  Family  Feast  at  the 
Community  Center.  This  event  has  become  a  tradition  and  some- 
thing that  we  all  look  forward  to  sharing  with  each  other.  Many 
of  the  children  in  our  childcare  centers  have  been  practicing  holi- 
day songs  to  perform  for  their  families,  friends  and  neighbors. 
You  do  not  want  to  miss  their  performances,  not  to  mention  the 
turkey  and  stuffing  that  the  cooks  always  prepare.  Please  bring 
your  family  and  a  dish  to  share  to  our  Ninth  Annual  Family  Feast 
at  the  Visitacion  Valley  Community  Center  Gym,  66  Raymond 
Ave.on  Friday,  Dec.  14  at  6  p.m. 

*Free  Movie  Night  VVBOOM  ( the  people  who  brought  you  the 
wonderful  Leiand  Avenue  Street  Fair)  is  hosting  a  Free  Movie 
Night  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  18  at  Nayarit  Taqueria  on  the  comer  of 
Leiand  Avenue  and  Rutland  Street.  Parents,  take  a  break  from  the 
Holiday  Rush  and  bring  your  kids  to  see  Polar  Express,  brought 
to  you  by  VVBOOM  and  the  Leiand  Avenue  merchants,  Space  is 
limited  but  admission  is  free  with  a  receipt  from  a  Leiand  Avenue 
business.  Many  of  our  local  merchants  will  be  offering  Movie  Night 
Specials,  Nayarit  Taqueria  will  be  making  their  Nachos  de  San 
Bias  to  celebrate  the  grand  opening  of  their  new  Taqueria.  Bring  a 
low-backed  chair  or  a  pillow  to  sil  on. 

*Kindergarten  Enrollment:  The  deadline  to  apply  for  Kindergar- 
ten is  Jan.  1 1 .  You  can  apply  to  any  public  school  in  San  Francisco. 
To  learn  more  about  the  Kindergarten  enrollment  process,  attend 
an  Enrollment  Workshop  at  Guadalupe  Elementary  School,  859 
Prague  St.  (at  Cordova)  on  Thursday,  Dec.  6  at  6  p.m. 
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California  Still  Home  to  Nation's  Least  Affordable  Housing 


SACRAMENTO  -  Despite  falling 
home  prices  througjioul  most  of  the 
state,  California  remains  the 
nation's  least  affordable  market  for 
housing  in  the  third  quarter,  the 
California  Building  Industry  Asso- 
ciation reported  today. 

The  quarterly  NAHBAVellsFargo 
Housing  Opportunity  Index,  com- 
piled by  CBIA's  sister  organizati6n, 
the  National  Association  of  Home 
Builders,  found  that  homes  were 
Iessaffordableinl3ofthestate'smet- 
ropolitan  areas  when  compared  to 
the  second  quarter,  while 
affordability  inched  upwards  in  15. 

On  a  statewide  basis,  just  12.6 
percent  of  all  the  homes  sold  could 
be  afforded  by  a  median-income 
family,  up  slightly  from  11.7  per- 
cent in  the  second  quarter. 

Robert  Rivinius,  CBIA's  President 
and  CEO,  said  the  fact  that 
affordabUity  has  not  increased  dra- 
matically despite  a  housing  down- 
turn that  has  lasted  over  a  year  is 
ample  proof  that  market  corrections 
alone  are  not  likely  to  allow  the  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  Califomians 
priced  out  of  homeownership  to  be 
able  to  buy  their  first  homes. 


Concerns  for  Home  Buyers  and  Sellers 


When  buying  or  selling  a 
home,  people  are  often  sur- 
prised to  find  how  appropriate 
an  old  maxim-"The  more  things 
change,  the  more  they  remain 
the  same"-can  be. 

That's  because,  no  matter  the 
age,  style,  size  or  location  of  a 
house,  there  are  common  prob- 
lems that  are  likely  to  turn  up 
during  a  home  inspection. 

Knowing  what  these  potential 
defects  are,  and  preparing  to  deal 
with  them,  is  key  to  making  the 
most  of  the  buying  experience. 
Dan  Steward,  president  of  Pillar 
To  Post,  North  America's  leading 
provider  of  home  inspection  ser- 
vices, identifies  these  problems  as 
the  10  most  common: 

1 .  Structural  damage:  As  the  foun- 
dation settles,  it  can  knock  door- 
ways, walls  and  support  beams 
out  of  alignment.  The  end  result 
could  make  the  entire  house  a 
safety  hazard. 

2.  Leaky  roof:  Roofs  may  leak  due 
to  poor  construction  or  aging  ma- 
terials. The  question  is,  will  the 
subsequent  repairs  be  minor  (re- 
placing shingles)  or  major  (re- 
placing the  entire  roof)? 

3.  Faulty  if  inn^:  Older  homes  of- 
ten need  electrical  upgrades,  es- 
pecially if  you  plan  on  installing 
a  lot  of  electronic  equipment  (com- 
puters, exercise  machines)  or  a 
pool  or  hot  tub.  When  electrical 
circuits  are  not  overloaded,  the 
risk  of  fire  is  reduced. 

4.  Defective Iwalingsystan:  If  ifsan 


older  system,  it  can  pay  to  up- 
grade to  one  that  uses  less  energy 
and  is  more  efficient.  If  you've  got 
gas  or  oil  heat,  a  carbon  monox- 
ide detector  is  advisable. 

5.  Poor  drainage:  If  the  property  is 
not  properly  graded,  water  may 
not  run  away  from  the  house.  In 
addition,  gutters  and  down- 
spouts should  be  checked  and  re- 
placed if  necessary. 

6.  Plumbing  problertis:  Older  homes 
may  have  faulty  pipes  made  of 
polybutylene-popular  in  the 
1970s  till  the  mid-1990s-which  are 
prone  to  leakage  and  should  prob- 
ably be  replaced  with  newer,  more 
reliable  materials. 

7.  Poor  ventilation:  Check  the  bath- 
rooms. Without  sufficient  venti- 
lation, moishare  may  have  built 
up,  potentially  causing  structural 
damage  inside  the  walls. 

8.  Water  seepage:  If  water's  com- 
ing in,  be  sure  to  add  caulk  and/or 
weather  stripping  to  your  shop- 
ping list.  Water  leaks  can  lead  to 
mold,  mildew  and  dry  rot. 

9.  Improper  maintenance:  Any  did- 
it- themselves,  nonprofessional  re- 
pairs could  be  a  source  of  aggra- 
vation down  the  line. 

10.  Hazardous  materials:  Older 
homes  may  contain  lead-based 
paint,  asbestos,  carbon  monoxide, 
radon  gas  or  toxic  molds.  Any  of 
these  could  eventually  cause  seri- 
ous health  problems. 

To  learn  more  or  to  find  a  home 
inspector  in  your  area,  visit 


our  state  and  local  representatives 
need  to  come  up  with  solutions  to 
ease  restrictions  to  allow  more  homes 
to  be  built  to  meet  the  demand  of  our 
ever-growing  populatioa 

"California's  housing  costs  are 
driven  by  supply  and  demand.  Be- 
cause of  increased  restrictions  and 
regulations,  the  supply  of  new 
homes  hasn't  been  able  to  keep  pace 
with  the  demand  of  our  rapidly 
growing  population,  which  has 
made  prices  climb  dramatically 
over  the  years,"  Rivinius  said.  "As 
a  result,  California  now  has  25  of 
the  30  least-affordable  markets  in 
the  nation." 

Rivinius  dted  countless  lawsuits 
against  housing  proposals  over  en- 
vironmental issues,  a  scarcity  of  en- 
titled land  on  which  to  build,  and 
ever-increasing  government  fees 
that  can  add  $50,000  to  $100,000  to 
the  price  of  each  home  or  condo- 
minium, as  three  barriers  that 
must  be  addressed. 

During  the  third  quarter,  nine  of  the 
10  least-affordable  communibes  in 
the  nation  were  located  in  Califor- 


County  (4.8  peroanl),  and  Son  Luis 
Obispo  County  (5.7  percent). 

Only  one  metro  area  scored 
affordability  levels  higher  than  25 
percent  -  Butte  County,  which  de- 
creased from  30.0  percent  to  27.2 
percent.  Affordability  climbed  by 
more  than  2  percentage  points  in 
four  California  markets,  including 
Merced  County,  where  the 
affordability  rate  dimbed  from  3.8 
percent  to  7.4  percent,  Santa  Bar- 
bara County  saw  affordability 
climb  from  6.2  percent  to  8.6  per- 
cent, while  Stanislaus  County  saw 
an  increase  from  7.0  percent  to  9.7 
percent,  and  Sacramento  County 
had  an  increase  from  15.0  percent 
to  \72  percent. 

Nationwide,  42  fjercent  of  new 
and  existing  homes  sold  in  the 
third  quarter  were  affordable  to 
families  earning  the  national  me- 
dian income.  Kokomo,  Ind.,  t)ecame 
the  nation's  most  affordable  ma- 
jor housing  market  with  an 
affordability  ranking  of  90.5  per- 
cent, overtaking  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
which  came  in  second  with  a  rank- 
ing of  87.5  percent. 


nia,  as  were  26  of  the  tx)ttom  33.  Napa 
County  saw  a  significant  decrease 
Despite  market  corrections  that  in  affordability,  overtaking  Los  An-  SatXirdaVS  are  Sp6Cial 

have  made  some  areas  more  afford-  geles  County  as  the  nation's  least  at- 

fordable  market  -  only  33  percent  of 
homes  sold  were  affordable  to  a  me 
dian-income  family.  Los  Angeles 
County  had  be^i  the  least-affordable 
market  in  the  nation  for  1 1  consecu- 
tive quarters,  but  is  now  second  with 
affordability  inching  upwards  to  3.7 
percent  Monterey  County  was  the 
third  least-affordable  market  (4.2 
percent),  followed  by  Orange 


able,  the  feet  remains  that  the  cost 
of  housing  in  California  is  out  of 
reach  for  many  hard-working 
families  who  want  to  be  able  to  buy 
their  first  home,"  Rivinius  said. 

He  noted  that  policy-makers  need 
to  recognize  that  the  high  costs  of 
land,  fees,  and  over-regulation  are 
pushing  homeownership  out  of 
reach  for  first-time  buyers  and  that 


New  Classes  at  Garden  for  the  Environment 


Garden  for  the  Environment  will 
offer  the  following  classes  in  Decem- 
ber on  Saturdays  from  10  a.m.  to  I 
p.m.  at  the  half-acre  organic  dem- 
onstration garden  in  San  Francisco 
on  7th  Avenue  at  Lawton  Street. 
Since  its  founding  in  1990,  the  gar- 
den has  operated  as  a  demonstra- 
tion site  for  small-scale  urban  eco- 
logical food  production,  organic  gar- 
dening, compost  education  and  low 
water-use  landscaping, 

Pre-register  at  (415)  731-5627  or 
info^gardenfortheenvironmCTiLorg. 
*Dec  1 :  Urban  Contposting:  Join  Gar- 
den for  the  Environment  for  a  fun, 
hands-on  workshop  teaching  basic 
methods  for  backyard  and  worm 
composting.  Learn  easy  methods  to 
turn  food  scraps  and  fallen  leaves 
into  compost,  a  "gardeners  black 
gold!"  Compost  is  a  rich  soil  amend- 
ment which  will  greatly  benefit 


and  can  t>e  great  for  ungating  your 
garden,  join  Laura  Allen  of 
Greywater  Girls  and  Garden  for 
the  Environment  for  a  water  con- 
servation workshop  covering  the 
basics  of  greywater,  rainwater 
catchment,  and  composting  toilets. 
You  will  learn  how  to  reuse  your 
household  greywater  to  grow  a 
bountiful  garden  year  round  while 
reducing  your  water  bill!  Investi- 
gate concepts  of  rainwater  harvest- 
ing and  analyze  your  roof's  poten- 
tial output  Get  some  hands-on  de- 
sign practice  for  your  future 
greywater  projects.  Bring  Ideas  for 
your  home  (and  photo's  if  you  can!) 
and  spend  the  last  hour,  which  is 
optional,  designing  your  very  own 
greywater  system  with  the  sup- 
port of  the  instructors.This  Resource 
Efficient  Landscape  Education 
workshop  is  $5.  Please  pre-regjster 


At  Randall  Museum 

The  Randall  Museum  offersdrop- 
in,  hands-on  art  and  science  work- 
shops every  Saturday  from  1  to  4 
p.m.  at  199  Museum  Way  (off 
Roosevelt,  above  the  Casbx)).  Work- 
shops are  S3  per  child;  $5  for  a  par- 
ent and  child  combo.  All  kidsunder 
8  must  be  with  a  paying  adult  Call 
554-9600  for  further  information 

Saturday,  Dec,  I  is  Holiday  Crafts 
Day  from  I0a.m.to2pjn. 
•Dec  8:  Create  a  coIorfuL  decorative 
papier  mache  bowl  or  candle  holder 
*Dec  1 5:  Bring  a  small  photo  orother 
2-D  memento  or  choose  from  our 
collection  of  glitter,  sequins,  and  more 
to  embellish  your  own  refrigerator 
magnets. 

*Ctec  22;  Observe  a  aiake,  siake  skin, 
and  snake  skeleton,  learn  some 
amazing  snake  facts,  and  sculpt  a 
scaled  snake  sculpture, 

*Dec  29:  Come  build  and  paint  the 
miniature  castleof  your  imagination. 

Other  regular  Saturday  activities 
include: 

•Morning  Family  Ceramics  from 
10  to  1 1 :30  a.m.  ($5  per  person  work- 
shop fee) 

•Meet  the  Animals  from  11:15  a.m. 
to  12  noon. 

•Animal  Feeding  at  12  nooa 
•Golden  Gate  Model  Railroad  Qub 
Exhibit  from  1 1  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 


www.piIlartopost.com. 


NAPS 


your  garden  plants,  house  plants,  _  •  ^ 

and  the  environment,  by  diverting  Smart  WaVS  111  Cuttillg  NeW-Cai  COStS 

compostable  material  from  the  ^       -j  .  i      ,  . 

^  One  way  to  avoid  sticker  shock 

or  buyer's  remorse  when  purchas- 
ing a  new  car  is  to  consider  ex- 
penses you  may  encounter  down 
the  road. 

For  instance,  experts  say  that 
while  most  people  anticipate  the 
purchase  price,  taxes  and  registra- 
tion fees  associated  with  a  vehicle, 
many  forget  that  the  insurance 
they  need  to  protect  their  vehicle 
could  come  with  a  hefty  price  tag. 
Fortunately,  there  are  ways  to  keep 
insurance  costs  down  while  main- 
taining the  type  and  amount  of  cov- 
erage a  new  car  typically  requires. 

To  help  consumers  control  car 
costs-from  sticker  price  to  insur- 
ance premiums-The  Progressive 
Groupof  Insurance  Companies  of- 
fers these  tips: 

'Decide  ahead  of  time  how  much 


landfill 

"Dec  8:  Managing  Garden  SoU  Fertilit\/ 
Organicaiiy.  Leam  to  grow  healthy, 
vigorous  plants  by  growing 
healthy  soil.  Healthy  soil  is  the  foun- 
dation of  a  sustairiable  garden  and 
in  this  workshop  we  vvUI  leam  or- 
ganic techniques  to  "Feed  the  Soil," 
There  will  be  a  discussion  on  the 
basics  of  soil  and  soil  fertility,  the 
benefitsof  compost  and  mulch,  non- 
toxic soil  amendments  and  cover 
cropping  for  small  gardens.This  Re 
source  Efficient  Landscape  Educa- 
tion workshop  is  $5.  Please  pre- 
register 

"Dec  \5:Gre[iWaterDesi^andHnm- 
water  CatdinientprHonteand  Garden: 
Greywater  is  water  which  flows 
down  sink,  shower,  and  washing 
machine  drains  (but  not  the  toilet) 


San  Francisco  Minimum  Wage  Set  to  Increase  in  the  New  Year  """"^v  ^p^"*^ 

type  of  vehicle  best  suits  your  need  s. 


Startingjaa  I.San  Francisco's  low- 
est paid  workers  will  receive  a  2.4 
percent  raise.  The  San  Francisco  Of- 
fice of  Labor  Standards  Enforcement 
announced  today  that  the  city's  mini- 
mum wageof  $9.14  per  hour  will  be 
adjusted  to  $9.36. 

The  Minimum  Wage  Ordi- 
nance, passed  by  the  voters  in 
November  2003,  calls  for  annual 
rate  adjustments  based  on  the 
previous  year's  Consumer  Price 
Index  for  urban  wage  earners  in 
the  San  Francisco-Oakland-San 


Jose  metropolitan  area. 

"This  wage  increase  ensures  that 
the  purchasing  power  of  San 
Frandsco's  workers  will  keep  pace 
with  inflation,"  said  Mayor  Gavin 
Newsom.  "By  linking  the  dt/s  mini- 
mum wage  to  the  Consumer  Price 
Index,  San  Frcuicisco  is  responding 
to  theneedsof  its  workers,  whilealso 
establishing  a  national  model  for 
minimum  wage  laws." 

The  City  is  preparing  updated 
multilingual  pasters  announcing  the 
new  rates,  and  will  mail  the  posters 


to  90,000  registered  businesses.  Em- 
ployers are  required  to  post  the  no- 
tice in  their  workplace.  Additional 
information  regarding  San 
Francisco's  Minimum  Wage  Ordi- 
nance can  be  found  at  www, 
sfgov.org/olse/mwo  or  by  calling 
(415)  554-6291 

Tlie  national  minimum  wage, 
raised  this  past  July,  now  stands  at 
$5.85  per  hour.  The  State  of 
California's  minimum  wage,  which 
is  currently  $7.50  per  hour,  will  tie 
raised  to  $8  per  hour  on  Jan.  1.. 


•Research  aash  test  and  acddent 
data.  You  can  see  crash  test  video 
and  analysis  from  the  lr\suranoe  In- 
stitute for  Highway  Safety  online  at 
progressive.com. 

*Check  with  several  dealerships 
and  get  firm  quotes  in  writing.  Hav- 
ing quotes  from  sever8il  places  can 
help  you  negotiate  your  best  deal 

"Shop  around  for  firundng.  Rates 
vary  between  institutions. 
Insurance  Costs 

Before  you  buy  a  car,  you  should 
check  into  how  much  it  would  cos1 


to  insure.  Try  talking  with  an  inde- 
pendent insurance  agent-it  may 
save  you  some  money,  Unlike  "cap- 
tive" agents  who  represent  only  one 
company,  independent  agents  and 
brokers  offer  products  from  many 
different  insurance  companies.  That 
means  more  choice  and  more  op- 
portunities for  you  to  find  the  best 
coverage  and  service  at  the  right 
price. 

Here  are  a  few  questions  to  ask  an 
independent  agent  or  broker. 
*Can  I  get  any  discounts  for  my  car's 
safety  features?  Your  auto  insurance 
premium  is  based  in  part  on  the  car's 
value,  the  cost  to  repair  it  its  overall 
safety  record  and  the  lil^lihood  of 
theft  Many  insurers  offer  discounts 
for  safety  feahjres  that  reduce  the 
risk  of  injuries  or  theft 
"How  does  this  insurance  company 
handle  claims?  Price  isn't  the  only 
factor  to  consider  It's  a  good  idea  to 
deal  with  a  company  that  will  be 
there  for  you  when  you  need  it 
around  the  dock. 
•What  coverage  do  I  need?  Your 
specific  needs  may  vary  by  the  age 
of  the  car,  your  personal  situation 
and  other  factors. 

Select  an  agent  or  broker  who 
takes  the  time  to  answer  your  ques- 
tions and  who  can  help  you  find  the 
combination  of  price,  service  and 
coverages  that  you  need. 

To  find  an  independent  agent, 
visit  progressiveagent.com.  maps 
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Alliance  Aims  to 
Push  the  Debate 


by  Todd  StoUletinjer 

Many  people  gel  frustrated  by 
gridlock,  whether  ifs  traffic  or  politi- 
cal. Of  the  two,  the  political  kind  has 
far  worse  effects  on  our  economy.  So 
four  leading  organiz.itions  have  de- 
cided to  do  something  about  it. 

The  National  Federation  of  Inde- 
pendent Business,  AARP,  Oie  Service 
Employees  International  Union  and 
the  Business  Roundtable,  a  group  of 
CEOs  of  leading  American  compa- 
nies, have  come  toother  in  a  coali- 
tion called  Divided  We  Fail. 

Collectively,  we  represent  the  25 
million  small  businesses  in  this  coun- 
try, along  wilh  big  business,  consum- 
ers and  labor  groups— more  than  53 
million  people,  including  employees 
and  dependents.  We  seek  to  engage 
the  American  public,  elected  officials 
and  the  tnisiness  community  lo  find 
broad-based,  bipartisan  solutions  to 
address  what  has  become  a  national 
crisis,  especially  for  America's  job 
creators— health  care  and  its  impact 
on  our  nadcwi's  long-term  economic 
competitiveness. 

Healthy,  growing  small  businesses 
are  vital  to  our  economy  They  ^n- 
erate  half  of  America's  GO?,  and  cre- 
ate two-thirds  of  the  net  new  jobs. 
So  the  business  of  small  business  is 
good.  Yet  of  theestimated  46  million 
Americans  without  health  care, 
more  than  27  million  are  small-busi- 
ness owners,  employees  or  depen- 
dents of  small  businesses. 

Less  than  half  of  small  businesses 
can  afford  to  offer  a  health-insurance 
plan  as  a  benefit  Fewer,  about  30 
percent,  can  afford  to  offer  retirement 
plans.  This  is  simply  not  acceptable. 

For  20  strai^t  years,  small  busi- 
nesses have  said  that  health-care 
costs  are  their  number  one  issue.  But 
things  haven't  gotten  any  better.  In 
fact  they're  getting  worse.  We  must 
find  a  way  to  fundamentally  alter 
the  forces  driving  costs,  or  our  efforts 
will  be  for  nau^L 

Hie  time  has  come  to  address  this 
problem  .in  a  real  and  lasting  way. 
And  no  discussion  of  healtfi  care 
should  take  place  v^ithout  America's 
job  creators  at  the  table  We  believe 
this  coalition  will  spur  our  nation's 
political  leaders  to  start  working  to- 
gether to  take  on  the  threats  to 
America's  health  care  and  our  over- 
all economic  competitiveness. 

Ifs  past  time  to  address  the  chal- 
lenges that  small  businesses  face  in 
obtaining  affordable  health  care  for 
themselvesand  their  employees.  We 
Vidll  do  nothing  less  than  commit 
every  resource  to  fight  for  a  health- 
care system  that  makes  affordable, 
quality  health  care  available  to  ev- 

Holiday  Harvest  at 
Willie  Brown  Academy 

Students  at  Willie  Brown,  jr. 
Academy  at  2055  Silver  Ave. 
harvested  greens  from  their  school 
garden  on  Nov.  20  to  lake  home  to 
femily  Thanksgiving  dinners. 

Willie  Brown  students  who  have 
planted  and  cared  for  their  edible 
gardens  this  school  year,  along  with 
their  garden  coordinators  Miriam 
Feiner  and  Velvelon  Brown. 

The  garden,  supported  by  the 
Shaw  Fund  and  the  Department  of 
the  Environment  serves  as  an  out- 
door classroom  by  providing  hands 
on  education  about  nutritioa  gar- 
dening and  other  life  skills. 

There  are  36  school  gardens  in 
SFUSD.  That  number  will  gRiw  to 
more  than  70  by  the  year  2009. 

Native  Plant  Society 
Having  Annual  Potluck 

Slides  taken  by  the  California  Na- 
tive Plant  Society's  Verba  Buena 
Chapter  members  will  be  pre- 
sented at  an  annual  year-end  slide 
show.on  Thursday,  Dec.  6  at  the 
County  Fair  Building,  (comer  of 
Ninth  Avenue  and  Lincoln  Way) 
in  Gt)!den  Gate  Park.  Slides  will  be 
shown  at  7:30  p.m.  following  an  in- 
formal potluck  dinner,  which  will 
begin  at  6:30  p.m..  More  info  is  at: 
hltp:// www.  cnps-yerbabuena.org 


eryone. 

If  we  truly  want  to  provide  cover- 
age for  all  while  protecting  our 
economy,  the  real  focus  should  be  on 
small  business'  biggest  concern  —the 
costofhealth  insurano?.  Reduceoosts, 
and  we  can  increase  coverage.  We 
also  need  a  national  solution,  not 
piecemeal,  state-by-state  attempts. 

Our  research  shows  that  for  sinall- 
business  owners,  the  broad  prin- 
ciples of  the  solution  include: 
*increasing  competition  by  break- 
ing down  the  barriers  that  exist  to 
selling  insu  ranee  lo  smal  1  businesses, 
such  as  market  pooling 
*Opening  markets  to  provide  a 
wide  variety  of  choices  of  insurers 
and  coverage  plans 
*Providing  complete  transparency 
in  thecostsof  treatments  and  the  out- 
comes of  those  treahnents  so  that  we 
become  better-educated  consumers 
of  health  care  and  can  make  in- 
formed decisions 

•Making  health  insurance  portable 
from  job  to  job  (which  also  would 
encourage  more  would-be  entrepre- 
neurs to  follow  their  dreams  and 
start  a  business  without  worrying 
about  losing  coverage). 

Our  goal  is  to  widely  share  this  in- 
formation and  bring  ttie  health-care 
debate  to  the  ears  of  Congress  and 
the  President  Throu^  Divided  We 
Fail,  as  well  as  through  our  own 
grassroots  mobilization  and  com- 
munication efforts,  we  will  do  ev- 
erything in  our  power  to  guarantee 
that  small-business  owners  - 
America's  job  creators,  risk  takers, 
community  leaders  -  are  heard 
loudly  and  dearly 

Todd  Stottlemi/er  is  president  and  CEO  of  tiie 
National  Federatittn  of  hdepnidenl  Busmefs  in 
Wof^ington,  D  C 

How  to  Move  From  Renting  to  Owning 

The  current  state  of  the  housing  ing  Home  Buyer  Service  at  (800) 


Strategy  in  Navigating  the  Foreclosure  Superhighway 


If  the  news  about  home  foreclo- 
sures has  you  worried  about  losing 
your  home,  here  are  some  simple 
ways  to  find  out  if  you're  at  risk  and 
develop  a  plan  to  deal  wilh  what- 
ever sitijation  you're  facing. 
Checking  Under  the  Hood 

A  mortgage  is  not  unlike  a  car: 
Regular  maintenance  is  the  best 
way  to  avoid  unexpected  problems. 
All  homeowners  should  know 
whether  they  are  scheduled  for  a 
rate  reset  that  will  increase  their 
monthly  payments,  when  it  will 
occur  and  how  much  it  will  be. 

If  you're  unclear  about  the  terms 
of  your  loan,  you  can  contact  your 
lender  and  review  the  summary  or 
"note"  on  your  mortgage.  The  note 
provides  details  about  your  pay- 
ment schedule,  penalties  and  rate 
resets. 

Once  you  know  the  reset  amount, 
you'll  know  whether  you  can  afford 
your  mortgage  payments  over  the 
life  of  your  loaa 

If  you  have  an  adjustable- rate 
mortgage,  talk  to  your  lender  or 
mortgage  "broker  about  how  much 
money  an  interest  rate  increase  of 
one-quarter  percent  means  in  terms 
•of  real  dollars  you'll  have  to  pay  each 
month.  That  will  help  you  deter- 
mirw  the  point  at  whichian  interest 
rate  increase  could  cause  firwidal 
problems  for  you. 
Green  Light 

If  you're  not  scheduled  for  a  rate 
reset-at  least  for  a  few  years  -or  you 
don't  have  an  adjustable- rate  mort- 
gage, you  can  focus  on  the  long-term 
value  of  your  home. 

While  home  prices  are  begjrming 


market  can  be  good  news  for  first- 
time  home  buyers.  Prices  seem  to 
have  come  down  from  their  recent 
peaks  and  there  are  a  number  of 
plans  and  loan  types  that  can  open 
the  door  lo  your  American  Dream. 

You  can  even  lake  advantage  of 
free  services  that  examine  your  fi- 
nancial situation,  available  credit 
and  housing  needs  and  then  match 
you  with  an  appropriate  loan  type, 
just  check  first  whether  the  "finan- 
cial experts"  you  speak  with  are 
trying  to  sell  you  a  loan. 

Instead,  you  may  prefer  to  find 
unbiased  sources  of  information 
who  are  neither  lenders  nor  Real- 
tors. One  such  group  works  wilh 
homebuyers  from  prequalification 
lo  close  of  escrow  by  assessing  the 
buyers'  personal  objectives  and 
providing  predictable,  safe  and  af- 
fordable plans  to  make  home  own- 
ership a  reality.  There  is  no  cost  to 
the  buyer  Sellers  pay  for  the  group's 
services,  which  are  completely  con- 
fidential. 

III!  help  you  get  loans  that  are  gov- 
ernment insured  and  guaranteed 
safe.  Because  these  first-time 
homeownership  programs  often 
eliminate  the  need  for  a  large  down 
payment,  they  lend  to  be  particu- 
larly helpful  for  members  of  the 
military,  peaceofficers,  postal  work- 
ers, teachers  and  others  who  want 
to  avoid  spending  their  entire  sav- 
ings when  purchasing  a  home. 
Flrel  Steps 

To  qualify  for  these  mortgages, 
available  up  to  $571,0(X)  depending 
on  your  geographic  area,  you  need 
a  credit  score  of  620  or  higher  You 
can  even  earn  up  to  $120,(X)0.  Here 
are  hints  that  may  help: 
*Gel  your  armua!  free  credit  re- 
port by  visiting  the  government- 
approved  Web  site  at  www. 
annualcreditreport.com  or  calling 
(877)  322-8228.  Make  sure  to  get  a 
report  from  all  three  agencies.  Cor- 
rect any  errors. 

"Pay  down  your  debt  Outstand- 
ing auto  and  credit  card  loans  can 
affect  your  creditworthiness.  Lend- 
ers use  a  formula  called  debt  to  in- 
come ratios  lo  establish  a  borrower's 
liabilities,  indudinganew  mortgage 
payment,  property  taxes  and  insur- 
ance. An  acceptable  ratio  is  45  per- 
cent. 

*Get  free  assistance.  You  can  begin 
the  prequalification  process  by  call- 


608-9833  and  providing  some  ba- 
sic information.  Once  qualified, 
buyers  gel  an  application  kit  and 
are  invited  lo  attend  a  home-buy- 
ing education  workshop  and  re- 
ceive prepurchase  counseling  that 
prepares  people  for  the  responsibili- 
ties of  home  ownership,  Finally,  a 
participating  Realtor  will  show 
buyers  homes  in  their  preferred 
area  and  price  range.  .  maps 


to  decline  in  some  places,  and  many 
commentators  believe  the  market 
is  likely  to  be  flat  in  the  short  term, 
over  the  long  term,  homeownership 
has  been  a  good  investment 

"We  studied  the  Office  of  Federal 
Housing  Enterprise  Oversight's 
(OFHEOl  house  price  index  over  a 
20-year  period,  from  1986  to  2005, 
and  found  that  owrung  a  home  for 
10  years  or  longer  during  that  pe- 
riod produced  a  positive  return  on 
investment  99.6  percent  of  the  lime, 
and  owning  for  five  years  produced 
a  positive  rehjm  95  percent  of  the 
time,"  said  David  Katkov,  president 
of  PM!  Mortgage  Insurance  Co. 
"Our  calculatior\s  were  based  on  in- 
dex results,  so  actual  results  may 
vary  for  individual  homeowners, 
but  what  this  shows  is  that  homes 
can  be  an  excellent  way  lo  build 
wealth  if  you  treat  them  as  a  long- 
term  investment." 
Yellow  Light 

If  a  rate  reset  is  in  your  fuhjre  and 
you  need  to  refinance  your  home 
mortgage,  it's  important  to  remem- 
ber that  it  may  be  harder  lo  get  a 
mortgage  today  than  it  has  been  over 
the  last  few  years.  Refinancing  could 
be  more  difficult  for  you  if  the  value 
of  your  home,  your  credit  score  or 
you  r  income  hasdecreased  since  you 
purchased  your  home  Your  bank  or 
mortga^  broker  can  help  you  as- 
sess your  particular  situation. 

If  this  is  your  situation,  you  may 
want  lo  get  ready  by  making  sure 
there  are  no  errors  on  your  credit 
report  that  could  diminish  your 
ability  to  ^  a  new  loaR 

If  you  qualify  for  a  refinance  but 
don't  have  20  percent  equity  in 
your  home,  you  may  want  to  opt 
for  a  single  home  loan  with  mort- 
gage insurance. 

'Tou  shouldn't  have  to  compro- 
mise your  firuindal  security  or  fu- 
ture lo  ovm  a  home,"  said  Katkov 
"Having  the  strength  and  stability 
of  a  mortgage  insu  rer  brfiind  you  can 
help  you  get  the  loan  for  the  house 
you  want,  despite  a  low  down  pay- 
ment Ifs  a  great  tool  lo  help  you  gel 
into  a  home  and  enjoy  the  benefits  of 
homeownership,  Ajid  premiums 


can  be  lax  deductible,  making  it  an 
even  smarter  dioioe." 

The  best  news  for  borrowers  is 
that,  unlike  nontraditional  mort- 
gages, payments  on  a  30-year  fixed- 
rate  mortgage  wilh  mortgage  insur- 
ance w^ll  be  the  same  each  month 
This  means  you  can  develop  a  bud- 
gel  and  stick  lo  it  without  worry- 
ing about  unexpected  increases  in 
your  monthly  payments. 
Red  Light 

"If  you've  taken  a  look  at  your  fi- 
nancial situation  and  you  know 
your  mcirtgage  is  going  to  cost  you 
more  than  you  can  afford,  ifs  im- 
portant lo  contact  your  lender  right 
away,"  said  Marcos  Rincon,  execu- 
tive director  of  LULAC  National 
Housing  Commission.  "Contacting 
your  lender  before  you  have  a  fi- 
nancial problem  gives  you  access 
lo  more  home-retention  programs. 
Your  options  will  decrease  the 
longer  you  wait." 

You  can  also  contact  a  national 
nonprofit  service  such  as 
NeighborWorks  at  (888)  955-HOPE 
(4673),  which  can  connect  you  with 
foreclosure-prevention  programs. 

In  some  instances,  saving  a  home 
is  simply  not  possible.  By  contact- 
ing your  lender  early,  you  give  your- 
self the  most  options.  One  of  these  is 
a  "short  sale,"  where  you  agree  to 
sell  the  house,  and  the  lender  agrees 
to  accept  the  amount  you  can  sell  it 
for  (which  is  "shorf '  of  the  amount 
owed)  and  forgive  the  rest.  The  ad- 
vantage is  that  you  avoid  damage 
to  your  credil  rating,  increasing  the 
dianoe  that  you  will  be  able  to  be- 
come a  homeowner  doxvn  tiie  road. 
If  you  do  conader  the  ^ort  sale  op- 
tion, be  sure  lo  consult  with  your 
tax  adviser,  because  there  may  be 
tax  implications  for  you  resulting 
from  this  choice. 
Getting  Back  on  the  Road 

If  you'rein  trouble,  you'renol  alone. 
Nonprofit  and  government  pro- 
grams are  mobilized  and  ready  lo 
work  wilh  you.  Moving  quickly  lo 
take  advantage  of  all  of  the  available 
assistance  options  can  improve  your 
chances  of  staying  on  the  road  and 
moving  in  the  rigjit  direction,  mps 
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Brinx  in  an  opw^ble  firvarm  and  rtccKc  the  foliuwins: 

5100  Gift  r.ir\h  Rifle  irr  Shulxun  (i.tf.  22  cifilxfr  rifk.  12  >!auv;v shulvuni 

Si  30  Ciift  Cial-Rr^vKirr  orSem  Automahi.  |ii>ld  (i.i^,  9nim  iiislul,  .38  SfJwiah 

5200  Clift  Car<l=  AsvuaM  Type  Firwf m  iut,  AK^7,  W,1C  1 0,  Tcth  9) 

Her^S  Iha\  you  ilo  il: 
llr<»arni  iiHjfil  \tf  unIo3d4»(l 
rircjifni  tnufii  ofwibh* 

riroarm  itvusi  Iw-  in  a  c It.^r  plastic  bag  oiwj  piil  Into  incither  c<mtaif»er(lftc  a  g\in  iMg) 
If  you  arc  turning;  in  .>mmuntlion,  it  piwsI  be  Jn  a  scpcMto  ploitk  Iwj  from  Ihc  firearm. 
If  v««     I'^JflH'^'f*'"^  ^  <^^^'  tfiinqwrt  the  t'treann  in  ihv  Uunli  of  Uic  tar. 

AT  THf  EVtM:  FCX)D  A.NID  P0571VI  COMMUNITY  INfORVlAnON 

Brought  (o  you  \f\. 

M,ti»f'^  01  (  riininal  (uplift*  MjyiiA  Nrijhhmhond  S^rvire 

hni'nil**  Prolunnn  fViurlim-nl  Hmilpf's  Coinl  Family  Kr.KHf*>per% 
HrfvJlK»r<  Agjiiwt  Gufii  C.irU  ^IMIO 


Visitacion  Valley  Business  Directory 


Valley  free  listings  in  the  4 15  area  code 
Call  Ihe  Grapevine  at  (415)  467-9300 

AQUARIUM 

DRAGON  OTYAQUflfiUM.  144  Le&dAve,  3354596 
ALfTOMOnVE 

BAVSHORE  AUTO.  22S)  ftaj'shae  BW . 
adVSWCys  S07V/Ce  2596  Baysrtre  ew .  239-5239 
SRO7H0?SAUroeODy,252OB3ySficrea«) 
CHAFUES  GARAGB .  2560  Bayshore  8W ,  239-7450 
rw -flUrCWOnVE ,  2500  BaytfOB  »«1 . 
BANK 

BANK  OF  AMERICA.  6  Laland  Ave .  6224501 
BAKERS 

umfQUIAPOQAXaSHOP.  169lfllandA« ,  23922S3 
BARBERS 

awSERSHOP  3570  San  8njio  Ave ,  7244396 
OeMflS  S  SARaEfl  SHOP,  35  Leiand  Aw 
ThBSHOPm  16aMfilandAve,23»€709 
BEAJDCIANS 

BODY  SOUL  &  SRRir,  222  Lel£n3  A« .  333-7261 
FACE,  800Y& SOUL  3562      BnjnoAw ,  467-3223 
HONG  KONG  HAIR  &  NML  BEAUV/  SALON,  199 
Leland  Ave  ,  333-1005 
O/CXy  HAW,  2436  Baystoe  BW .  59&e2e8 
my  M4Y  aEAUTY  SALON,  60  LfllareJ  A« ,  337-9381 
MZ  ftENAS  SALON.  19  Bbrten  Aw .  467-3399 
mis  8/  jEWWY  50  Liiand  Aw ,  333€800 
IWOS  SflDD,  224  Lfllant)  Ave ,  657^156 
BLMDCLEANNG 

SPEED  V  ULTFtASONIC  dUND  CLEANING  (conrwaxi 
am  iBsxienb^,  1116  Grrart  a,  467-7506 
BOAROHG  HOUSE 

ASLfSG4SA,850ftjtanoa,  33J46&4,  33W693 
BOOKKEEPStS 

AMyARAGON.PROFESSIONALBOOKXEEPER46r- 
8927 

l€RNA  WAtlACE  ,  2320  Baysftxe  ew ,  2395333 
CARPETS 

HANSAAf  INTEFSORS.  41  L£lana  A\e .  3336382 
CHURCHES 

CHUROi  OF  J}€  WSraCON.  655SlffvHe  Aw.  239- 
5950 

IGL£SIAELESPIRini SANTO.  38LeaxJA\e 
KOREAWRRST-PRESSVTERWN  CHUflCH.  333Tinid 
Ave,  468-1213 

RioGE  VIavuNlTH)^€7woas^CHUf^CH,  590  lelarO 

Ave ,  239-5*57 

SrjAACSPR£S8nEraAWCHURCH,240L£lart)A«, 
586-6381 

VALLEY  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  305  Raymond  Ave  , 
467-6055 

WSraOCW  CHINESE  awisr  CHURCH,  8  Offintn) 

9,3334503 

COFFEE 

GAM)L£SnCKCOFEE,  2155  Baysfiore  BW ,  467-2442 
HAPPY  DONUT,  2600  Bayshore  BM.,  469-5309 
X£l£LAND  CAFE.  28  Ldarti  Aw 
CREDTTUMON 

WCIRT^E4S^C0MMUMTVPED£R4L  CREDfTUNlON. 

29  Ldand  Aw.,  4340738 

DAYCAfS 

CAROUSEL  DAY  CAPE.  261  HaM  a,  469-5353 
DENnST 

VSmaON  Wi£YO0im«.OfflCEtAto1Koan,  DOS). 

37  L£land  Aw.,  239-5500 

DEVBXIPBG 

VISITAaON  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  DEVELOPKENT 


CORPORATION.  1099  StJnnyijate  Are ,  5877395 
aeCTRCAL 

TATE  ELECTWC  (JOGl  Tale),  4674657 
FLOORS 

TEDDY  85  HARDWOOD  FLOORS.  309-634? 
FLORSTS 

IL  FIORE  FLOWERS.  2466  San  Soro  Aw  4660145 
GARDEN  ORNAMEWTS 

SILVESTRI  GARDEN  ORNAMENTS.  2635  BayShore  BvO 

239-5990 

GROCERS 

CflSfl  LOPEZ  PRODUCE  58  Ifiiand  Aw ,  58&4745 

EZ  STOP  MARKET.  2203  Geneva  Aw ,  58^9240 

FIVE  MiE  MARKET.  3574  Sar  Bruno  Aw  467-7300 

KG  MARKET,  400  WiUe  St,  467-3024 

LA  LOMA  PRODUCE  »2  55  iBland  Aw ,  239-7520 

UTTlf  WLLflGE  MARKET  1450  Sunnydale  Aw ,  586- 

1815 

M&M  SHORTSTOP,  2145  Geneva  Ave.  5850678 
RCCaO  PETE,  2155  Bayshore  BW .  46&6800 
MI,  2200  Bayshore  BfvtJ .  46&0616 
SHUN  L£E  MW»<Er,  2400  Baysftore  BW  5864851 
SMTTY^  MARKET.  2610  eaysfwe  SNd ,  239-5506 
SUPER  FAJR  MARKET.  201  LetanO  Aw,  2396856 
iraOVS  MARKET,  296  Teddy  Aw. 
HBIBS 

S4WONHBR8S.33-ALeiand  Aw  333-7469 
HYPNOTHERAPY 

l/Ai£R/EHAeEGG£R-WvmOTH£fiAPY,  371  TedtfyAw 

468-5631 

NSURANCE 

EDIEEPPS(AH£  INSURANCE).  467-0236  FaxmW6 
ROB&IT  LEHMAN.  OK  (Bte  Ooss).  33^0660 
Km:^  CABINETS 

LEE  CHANG  INTERNATIONAL  25l£tnJAve.  333-2730 

LAUNDRY/CLEANERS 

SAYmSH  44  Leland  Aw 

OTY  WASH  83  Leiand  Aw,  333-9467 

OOlWlVASHi  DRV  LAUNDRY  186LelandAw 

FORTY-NINER  CLEANERS .  51  Leland  Aw .  2396418 

L£LANOA\^U£  CLEANERS  151  LfilandAw. 586-1412 

VAliEY  LAUNDRY  90  Inland  Aw 

WS'TAOO^/VALLEYLAU^fDRY10eLelandAw, 239-9030 

LEARMNG 

RRST  PLACE  2  START.  1252  SunxBe  Aw ,  333-2659 

HERITAGEHOICS  CHILD  AND  FAMLYDEVR-OPMENT 

CSMTER.  245      Si,  5866700 

JOHNKING  CHILD  ANDFAMILYDEVB.OPMENTCEN- 

TER  500  Raynxjnd  Aw.  333-1375 

WSI WOON  VAtL£YCCII*)UW(TV8EAC0N  C0/TBR45O 

Raymond  Aw,  4524907 

WSTAOON  HALiEVCOWMUW/TYCEWTERCHILDRENS 
PROGRM^S  103  Tucker  Ave ,  467-5565 
WSirAOON  VAilEYFAMLY  SCHOOL  335  LSM  Aw 
585-9320 
LfiRARY 

VISITAOON  VALLEY  BRANCH  UBRARY  45  Leland 

Ave  .  239-5270 

MANUFACTURER 

SEES  CANDIES  INC .  345  StJwem  a 

MEDICAL 

AS€R!CAN  RED  CROSS,  BAY  AREA  CHAPTER.  1704 
Sunn>iJale  Aw ,  584O620 

HAWWNS  WiL46E  MEDICAL  OJNIC  (Dept  of  PuWic 
HeaflTi),  1099  SunnnJate  Aw .  Apporlinents  7150310 
OR  SAM  HO,  MD.  2858  San        Aw,  3376135 
NEWCAF»tVMACUFR£SSUREHEALThCENTER  2453 
BayshaaBM.  337-8100 


NORTHEASTAfiaCAi.  S6RWCES  lELAMOAVENUE  82 
Uland  Aw ,  391-9686  (a*  br  Leland  Awrue  dnc) 
PClRraAPOOT&AWKi£GUN(C(CravyangPaE(12a5e 
San  ftuno  Aw  467-7500 
NOTARY 

ROYAL  PMOHC  MORTGAGE  46  Ldand  Aw.  3334900 
ORGAfCATtNS 

ASfAN  FHORC  AMERICAN  COWMUNITVCSVTER.  2442 
BaysKre  ew .  587  2689 

GSSEVA  rERFWGEPRCflERTYOrtfWSASSOOAnOV 
6OBirAw,564-?70O 

G«LS  AFTER  SCHOOLACADEWY,  2O50  Sint/feteAw , 
333Stfiwma  58W044 

JC>IVKIVGSeV/ORCCMl«MTY,SD0RaynTnlAve,  239 
6233 

LEWND  HOUSE,  141  Leland  Aw,  4052000 

ROCK  (RebI  Opeons  bf  Oly  Hids),  590  Idatl  Ave,  333- 

4001 

VISITAOON  WtiEYS£MOflCSV7ER66RaymDnJAw 

4674499 

PHARMACY 

WSfTAOON  VALLEY  PHARMACY  100  LetenJAw.,  239 
5811 

FWTOGRAPt€R 

WALTERCCR9WFHOTDGRAPW(tBelatB}436Sa*'ye 

a,  587  «71,  la*  3376620 

PLUMBNG 

MARK  VOELKER  aUAfifNG.  99  ArtBB  Aw.,  467-7401 
POOTOFHCE 

IrtSraOON  USFD,  68  L£iand  Aw,  (800)  2758777 
REALSTATE 

jUSTVWA  P  70.  (RBS/b.  CoOmlBsrIs).  (650)  757-8868, 
MaWe  (415)  830-1235,  fan  (650)  246-1910 
td=LU£-WALT13N  S  ASSOCIATES  2428  BaysfOB  BM. 
587-8683 

C4THYKiJrf  SAtMERS  (ZeeV  ffeaf  EMbJ.  21 5  Wffil 

PcfaAw  731-5011  en  163 

RESTAURANTS 

BAySfOEGVE2011  Ba^  BM ,  467-2023 
BLUE  HAWASAN  RESTAURAm.  107  Leland  Aw ,  46& 
9728 

G«LaAKB?Y4RESTAURAWTt9eLdandAw.23&6283 
t&NANDEZ  TaOUBM*  SAK5?Y98  UteftiAw.  587- 
7721 

LUANMraAKERimOLeiand  Aw, 5851167 
TWO  iACK^  167  l£bna  Aw,  337-0433 
SOAi^OR 

CARTCRSGINALS  (MM  CartJ),  2  Hafu  a.  2394138 
SaHXVELOnENT 

0VWAMCD£VR0P^€N^S(MarpneArtlV«aT1sCEO. 
Caree*  and  Setf^nhanoerremls  SpeaafeO  467-7608 
SBMCERtCWDSS 

THE  VILLAGE  1099  afnydab  Aw,  2395045 
WSraOCW  VALLEY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OUTREACH 
Ce^57idanjAw 

WSTAOONI/AiLEVa/JaWLaDUCATOV  SljFFORTJVE 
SERVICES  &  TWJNlNG(VVEESSri  120L£&tlAw 
WSmOON  VALLEY  CCMHUWTV  cans?  fWCQ,  50 
Rajfrant)  Aw,  4676400 

WCC  fiAMLYi  CaMUNfTYSSMCESCBfTBi  161 

Leland  Aw.,586699e,  Fa<  5866027 

VISmOON  VAUEY  BUSINESS  OPFOff/UMTlES  AND 

OUTREACH  TO  MERCHANTS  (WSOOMJ,  1099 

Smi^  Aw,  567-789664  104 

Vt/B9i 

W  CUB  HOUSE  25  aarten  Aw, 
THflWC 

D&A  WRSESS  78  Ufand  Ave,  45241 39 
WRER 

GOtlJSV  »  C0JTS  ZOhE  5-7  Lelantl  Ava,  33J3923 


VWAOCNWllfVCRAPBW-DeXMBER  2007- 15 


California  Gas  Prices  Nearing  Record  Highs 


If  all  prices  had  increased  as  much 
as  the  cost  of  gas,  many  consumers 
wouJd  be  in  trouble.  According  to  a 
recent  report  from  AAA  of  North- 
em  California,  which  tracks  fuel 
costs  as  a  service  to  consumers, 
prices  in  many  communities  in 
California  are  dose  to  record  high 
levels  set  in  May. 

The  slateviade  average  cost  for  a 
gallon  of  regular  unleaded  gas  was 
$3.39  on  Nov.  13,  just  ten  cents  be- 
low the  record  hi^  price  set  earlier 
this  year.  This  price  is  an  inaease  of 
32  cents  per  gallon  since  the  last 
AAA  gas  price  report  on  October 
16  and  an  increase  of  more  than  50 
cents  in  the  last  two  months. 

The  main  market  force  driving  tiie 
latest  round  of  gasoline  price  in- 
creases is  an  enormous  increase  in 
the  costs  of  crude  oil,  the  raw  mate- 
rial from  which  gas  is  made  Crude 
oil  prices  peaked  last  week  at  $98.62, 
an  all  time  hig^\  That'sup  from  about 
$55  per  barrel  at  the  be^rming  of  the 
year.  Many  analysts  have  attributed 
rising  oil  prices  to  increased  tensions 
in  and  around  oU  producing  regions 
of  the  world  that  could  threaten  the 
reliable  supply  of  crude. 

'The  effects  of  the  recent  spike  in 
oil  prices  probably  haven't  finished 
trickling  down  to  the  gas  station 
where  you  fill  up,"  said  Sean 
Comey,  spokesman  for  AAA  of 
Northern  California.  "So  as  bad  as 
it  is  now,  it's  likely  to  get  worse,  at 
least  in  the  short  term." 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Energy 
predicts  gasoline  prices  will  con- 
tinue to  cUmb,  forecasting  an  addi- 
tional 20  cent  per  gallon  price  in- 
crease by  December  if  OPEC  (Orga- 
nization of  Petroleum  Exporting 
Countries)  does  not  increase  pro- 
duction. 

The  impact  of  high  fuel  prices  is 
taking  its  toll  on  hous^old  budgets. 
A  new  study  from  OPIS,  the  Oil 
Price  Information  Service,  finds  that 
the  percentage  of  median  income 
spent  on  gasoline  has  doubled  in  the 


last  five  years. 

The  most  expensive  average  gas 
price  in  the  California  communi- 
ties where  AAA  monitors  fuel  costs 
was  in  Tahoe  City,  where  regular 
unleaded  sold  for  $3.60  f?er  gallon. 
The  lowest  price  among  Northern 
California  cities  tracked  by  AAA 
was  in  Chico,  where  gas  cost  an 
average  of  $3.30  per  gallon. 
Throughout  Northern  California, 
the  average  price  was  $3.42,  an  in- 
crease of  33  cents  per  gallon  since 
the  last  AAA  gas  price  report. 

In  the  Bay  Area,  the  average  price 
was  $3.53,  up  34  cents  from  last 
month.  The  statewide  average 
record  high  price  of  $3.49  was  set  on 
May  9. 

The  national  average  price  for  gas 
was  at  $3.1 1,  up  35  cents  from  last 
month's  survey.  The  national  aver- 
age price  was  28  cents  a  gallon  less 
than  the  California  statewide  aver- 
age price. 

The  least  expensive  gasoline  in  the 
country  was  found  in  Saint  Louis, 
Missouri,  where  regular  unleaded 
cost  an  average  of  $2.86.  TTie  highest 
average  price  in  the  nation  was  in 
Wailuku,  Hawaii,  on  the  island  of 
Maui,  where  a  gallon  of  regular  un- 
leaded cost  $3.65. 

El  Dorado  Elementary 
Helping  Their  Families 

Continuing  the  Thanksgiving  tra- 
dition of  sharing  food  with  offiers. 
El  Dorado  Elementary  at  70  Delta  SL 
has  been  sening  home  bags  of  free 
food  wath  50  ofits  families  one  daya 
week  throughout  the  school  year 

El  Dorado  Parent  Liaison  Rocio 
DeMobley  coordinates  with  the  San 
Francisco  Food  Bank  to  provide 
canned  goods,  bread,  plus  seasonal 
fruits  and  vegetables  to  families  in 
need. 

The  program  is  part  of  an  ongo- 
ing commitment  from  SFUSD  to 
make  schools  community  hubs 
complete  with  resources  for  fami- 
lies and  students. 


Vliitsclan  Valley  FamilT  a 


CommanltT  Sei^Tlces  Center 


€  mm,amm  mi        J  m  ¥^  Jill 


We^Caa-Uelp  ¥bui 

&mpletGLlmmigraitondocumentsrassislwittiSrCounty  paperwortc 
(Medi-<^l,  Welfare,  etc)  .^diicatiQDifvorlGhops,  refenateJaothersefvices 


Third  Series  of 

Interacting  with  Your 
Child  Through  Games 
and  Activities 
"Preparation  for  New  Year  2008" 
Thursday,  December  27 
5:30  -7  p.m. 

Free  dinner,  books  and  educational  games. 
Participants  with  ctiildren  ages  0-5  encouraged. 


Second  Series  of 

Parents*  Support  Group 
Thursday,  December  13 
5:30 -7  p.m. 

Family  Relationship,  Part  1 

Free  dinner  and  ctiildcare! 
Participants  witti  children  ages  0-5  encouraged 

Facilitated  by  Julia  Carmen,  Before  The  After 


Every  Wednesday 

December  5  12,  19  and  26 

6  -  8  p.m. 


Men's  Classes 
Facilitated  by 
Before  The  After 
FREE  Refreshments 


Free  Food 
Distribution 

Every  Monday, 
3  -  4  p.m. 
December  3. 10, 17,  24  and  31 
Emergency  food  box 
available  anytime. 
Call  (415)  586-6998. 
Monday-Friday, 
9  a.m.-Sp.m, 


December  2007  Activities 

held  at  161  Leland  Avenue 
except  where  noted 

Enhanced  Information  and  Referral 

Every  Monday  Through  Friday 
December  3  to  31,  9  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 

Male  Involvement  Support  Group 

Thursday,  December  13.  5:30  to  7  p.m. 


For  more  information,  please  contact 
the  Family  and  Community  Services 

Center  staff:  Meriam  T.  Abalos, 
Marichelle  Punzalan,  Joyce  Boone, 
Cynthia  Pun,  Jenny  Sosa  and 
Marianna  Chan  at 
161  Leland  Ave.,  San  Francisco,  94134 


101  Leland  AvemuN  San  Franc  hco.  CA  9  ll;34 
Ulo)  oSG-GOOS  Fa.\:  (415)  .>S6-S0!2r e-mail:  nieriam_^TccC/isT>o*ilobal.n^t 


16. DECEMB£R?«)7VlSfTAC>0NVWJ.E1f  GRAPEVINE 


I  have  been  studying 

Visitacion  Valley 
for  a  long  Time. 


Cathy  Kline  Saunders 


For  All  Your  Real  Estate  Needs.  Call 


ders 


415.731.5011  X  163 


ZEPHYR 

fte  AL  r% TAT  F 


